
Serving the Community around South Woodham Ferrers for over 20 years             17th February 2023

MOT’s
£40

STATION GARAGE
M.O.T. & REPAIR CENTRE

FREE MOT
WITH A FULL

SERVICE

All servicing and repairs

NOW OPEN ‘til 2pm Saturdays

Call Perry, Tony or Maria

Telephone: 01245 323002
Email: stationgaragehelp@outlook.com

Unit 3, Woodham Halt
(opp the station)

NOW OPEN til 1pm Saturdays

www.essexwindowshutters.co.uk

Lifestyle
Shu�ers & Blinds Ltd

T: 01245 426620 •  M: 07971 574958 
E: adam@essexwindowshutters.co.uk  
Unit 2, 49 Cutlers Rd, SWF. CM3 5WA

• Local family run business 
• Showroom open Monday-Friday 9-3pm  
If you bring some rough measurements,  
we are happy to provide a free quotation. 
New Lifestyle Blind Range 
Wood & Faux wood venetian blinds 
Roller Blinds 
Day & Night Blinds 
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The Focus is online at: https://focuspp.com 
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Louise Robinson 

louise@focusdistribution.uk 
 

You can pick up your Focus 
from any of these drop off 

points. 
 

Laundromat, Ahead4, Londis 
(Country Produce), BHN,  

Meadow Croft, E. Hanningfield P.O, 
Bicknacre P.O, South Woodham 
Leisure Centre, Coffee lounge, 

Eatery, Library, Club Woodham, 
Lodge, Munchies 
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Ad sales call: 01245 32 31 30

Printers & Publishers 
Spencer Hall 

Nick Livemore 
spencer@dxpprint.com 

nick@dxpprint.com 

T. 01268 732 109  sales@dxpprint.com  www.dxpprint.com

DXP HALF PAGE AD A5 LANDSCAPE OCT 2022 V2.indd   1 29/09/2022   12:32

Contacts
Blog

A warm welcome to all of our new advertisers and to everyone 
who contributes to making the Focus the magazine that 
everyone looks forward to reading fortnightly.  
 
I had some more sad news this week,  and that was to hear that 
David Leigh had sadly passed away. I would like to send 
condolences to his family. David used to send me ‘Coffee with 
Cops’ adverts from the Essex Police.  He sent me an email in 
November telling me he had ill health and thanked me for 
publicising the event. I remember David coming into the Focus 
office on many occasion and having chats with him. I am sure 
lots of you who knew David will be thinking of his family at this 
sad time. 
 
There are lots of letters this week in the ‘Over to You’ section.  
Some great suggestions were sent in on how funding should be 
spent in the town and the clear winner was to spend the money 
on a new Cafe and toilets.  Residents will be invited  to join 
councillors  at Compass Gardens to develop the cafe & toilet 
idea further in due course.   
 
The planning application for 1020 new houses has now been 
passed so a few letters regarding this after a meeting last 
Tuesday and no doubt we will receive more. 
 
This weeks issue Caption Corner winner is announced on P.12, 
well done to Linda Thomson, you have won £10. 
 
I hope you all had a lovely Valentines Day. 
 
I hope you enjoy your Focus this week. 
 
Wendy Murray       
wendy@dxpprint.com  
The next Issue, 1046 deadline is 23rd February. 
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Ad sales call: 01245 32 31 30

Services 
� Watch Batteries                                           � Gold soldering from £11 
� Watch Servicing                                           � Bespoke design 
� Watch re-seal                                               � Pearl & bead re-stringing 
� Repairs on Prestige & Auto watches      � Ring sizing from £20 
� Claw & setting work                                  � Engraving 
� Clean & polish from £12.50                       � Rhodium plating 

We offer a wider range of repair services in store 
 

In store Insurance & Probate Valuations 
22 Queen Elizabeth II Square, South Woodham Ferrers, Essex CM3 5TD 

Tel: 01245 322334 
Email: info@alistairblack.co.uk

We buy Gold & Silver 
Fully Qualified & Insured

Carpets Direct

Guaranteed Lowest Prices
?  Best deal direct  ?  FREE  fitting ? FREE  advice 
?  FREE home visits

 Carpets • Vinyls • Laminates • Wood 
• Specialist in 80% wool twist pile carpets 
• No hard sell 
• See our mobile showroom in the comfort of your                      
   home / commercial premises 

We will move your furniture  
and FREE removal / uplift of your old carpet

Established 25 years 

            0800389 0792  Mob: 07885 256186
www.carpets-direct.co.uk Credit Cards  

Accepted

WHY PAY 
MORE ?

based in
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An Illustrated Talk -  
Chelmsford’s Industrial Past 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The building that housed the world’s first wireless  factory - 
Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph Co Ltd’s Works -  stands in Hall Street 
Chelmsford (pictured above) and must be the ‘jewel in the crown’ 
of surviving historic industrial buildings in our county town.  It was 
a silk mill and a furniture store before Marconi’s occupation 1898-
1912. Today its historical importance is recognised by the restored 
building signage and a blue plaque. 
 
Marconi  was not the only notable engineering company to see 
Chelmsford as a good place to locate their business – at one time 
Hoffman’s Ball Bearings (later RHP) and Cromptons Electrical were 
also major employers in the town.  The concentration of significant 
engineering enterprises cemented  Chelmsford as an important 
place in the industrial development of the UK in the 19th and 20th 
centuries and also, unfortunately, served to make it a handy target 
for German bombers in the Second World War. 
 
Chelmsford city is now predominantly a retail and service centre 
and the site of an Anglia Ruskin University campus but its 
significant industrial past has several  ‘champions’ one of whom is 
Tony Crosby who will presenting an illustrated talk ‘Chelmsford’s 
Industrial Past’ to the next meeting of the South Woodham Ferrers 
Local History Society.  As chairman of the Essex Industrial 
Archaeology Group, and who in 2018 contributed to the 
publication Chelmsford Industrial Trail,  Tony is very well placed 
to bring this story to life and a fascinating evening is in prospect. 
  
The meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st March at Trinity St 
Mary’s School Hall, Trinity Square CM3 5JX and will start at 8.00 
pm.  Visitors are welcome to attend (£3 admission).   
 
If further information is required please contact the society’s 
secretary Roy Bradnam on 01245 328714 or its chairman John 
Frankland on 01245 321518. 

$

Want more space in your home !
 

But do not know how you can get it ?. 

I am a retired builder with over 50 years experience  
in Extensions, Loft Conversions and House Builds. 

For a small £30 fee, I can come to your property and 
help advise the best way to realise your building 

project as well as provide indicative building costs. 

Call Terry on 07733 620682 
or email terry-t@live.co.uk

Town News
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Obituaries
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• Replacement Conservatory Roofs inc. solid roofs 
• Doors • Conservatories • Windows • Fascias & Soffits 

10 Year Insurance 
 Backed Guarantee

Family run business since 1989  

Tel: 01245 322742  
Email: craftwindowsltd2@aol.com 

Opening times Monday – Saturday 10am – 4pm

  
Meadowcroft Nursery,  

Woodham Road, Battlesbridge, Essex  
SS11 7QU 

 

In Memory

Martin Ash 
Thinking of you today 

23rd February.  
Miss you love from the S. 

L. A. G. S. 
(SENIOR LEAGUE 

AGAINST GLUM SPIRITS). 
XXXX

!
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Tony Graham’s passing is a sad loss to our Club. He will be 
remembered for the humour and spontaneous wit, which he 
brought to our meetings; but more importantly he will be 
remembered for the time and energy he dedicated to the Club’s 
service for which he was deservedly awarded his Paul Harris 
Fellowship.  
 
Tony became a member soon after the Club’s foundation and 
served as president in 1989-1990. Through more than 30 years of 
membership he was always an active participant in the Club’s 
community service activities, willing to step forward when 
volunteers were called for. His work as publicity officer has made 
a significant contribution to raising and maintaining public 
awareness of Rotary in South Woodham Ferrers. Such was his 
commitment to the Club Tony attended Tuesday meetings and 
meetings of the Community Service Committee and Club Council 
until the very end. He was a true Rotarian who will be sorely 
missed.

A tribute from his fellow members of 
South Woodham Ferrers Rotary Club



Ad sales call: 01245 32 31 30 5

FOCUS Church NewsVolunteering Opportunities

!

!
!
!
!
!

"#$%&'(()!*+$,!-(+.()/!0!1+$.#&!2"3!
"#$%&'!(!)*+,-*.,!/01!#-2!$&&3*'4!,&!256#'%!&7-!6-&8*+*&'!&9!:#$3+!9&-!:2$$;2*'4!#.-&++!,<2!%*+,-*.,!#'%!#-2!

$&&3*'4!9&-!322'!*'%*8*%7#$+!,&!+766&-,!=*,<!$2#%*'4!,<2>?!!@$$!8&$7',22-+!=*$$!;2!+766&-,2%!#'%!&992-2%!

,-#*'*'4?!!:#$3+!#-2!82-A!42',$2!#'%!-#'42!;2,=22'!B!#'%!C!>*$2+?!@$$!#42+!#'%!#'*>#$+!#-2!=2$.&>2?!!

!!!
"#$%&'(()!45'676'6(/!8+56$6'+'#)!9:+/'()!;#$6.+</=!0!1+$.#&!2"3!
"#$%&'!(!)*+,-*.,!/01!=*$$!;2!<&+,*'4!&'2D&99!9#>*$A!#.,*82!6$#A!+2++*&'+!%7-*'4!,<2!E#+,2-!<&$*%#A+!*'!

"#$%&'!#'%!F7-'<#>D&'D/-&7.<?!12++*&'+!=*$$!,#32!6$#.2!*'!$&.#$!4-22'!+6#.2+?!!!

:2!#-2!$&&3*'4!9&-!322'!8&$7',22-+!,&!+766&-,!=*,<!%2$*82-*'4!4#>2+!G!+6&-,+D;#+2%!#.,*8*,*2+!9&-!.<*$%-2'!

#'%!,<2*-!6#-2',+?!!!!

!

>676&?!4.765(!-(7($!@!A!B!0!2C($D/E#).!26'6F(&/!4.765(!G%)(+%!
@-2!A&7!#!4&&%!$*+,2'2-H!/#'!A&7!4*82!.#$>I!,<&74<,97$!#%8*.2!#'%!#++*+,!62&6$2!#..2++*'4!*'9&->#,*&'H!

J<*+!-&$2!*+!#++*+,*'4!.$*2',+!;A!6<&'2!,&!<2$6!-2+&$82!,<2*-!6-#.,*.#$!*++72+G6-&;$2>+?!

J<*+!.&7$%!;2!;A!-2+2#-.<*'4!#'%!6-&8*%*'4!,<2>!=*,<!*'9&->#,*&'K!+*4'6&+,*'4!,&!&,<2-!&-4#'*+#,*&'+K!

-292--*'4!.$*2',+!,&!&,<2-!+2-8*.2+!#'%!.<#-*,*2+I!&-!#--#'4*'4!9&-!,<2!.$*2',!,&!-2.2*82!97$$!#%8*.2!9-&>!&'2!&9!

&7-!2562-*2'.2%!#%8*+2-+?!L&7!=*$$!-2.2*82!97$$!,-#*'*'4I!.&'+,#',!+766&-,!#'%!#%8*.2?!L&7!#-2!'&,!2562.,2%!

,&!3'&=!#$$!,<2!#'+=2-+M!!

!

16&6H%/!I)67()!E#)!4HH()'#&!J%)+$!K)+6&6&?!
:&7$%!A&7!.&'+*%2-!8&$7',22-*'4!,&!;2!#!%-*82-!9&-!7+!#,!@;;2-,&'!N7-#$!J-#*'*'4H!J<2!%-*82-!=&7$%!'22%!,&!

;2!&82-!CO!=*,<!#!97$$!.$2#'!%-*8*'4!$*.2'.2I!#'%!+&>2&'2!=<&!.#'!;2!9-*2'%$AI!6#,*2',I!#'%!.&'+*%2-#,2!,&!

&7-!2$%2-$A!6#++2'42-+?!P'!;2,=22'!%-&66*'4!&99!#'%!.&$$2.,*'4I!A&7!=&7$%!;2!=2$.&>2!,&!+,#A!=*,<!,<2!

4-&76!#'%!2'Q&A!$2#-'*'4!#;&7,!<&-,*.7$,7-2!#'%!$#'%!;#+2%!+,7%*2+M!

!
K)%/'((/!L((.(.!
J-7+,22+!6$#A!#!.-7.*#$!-&$2!*'!47*%*'4!.<#-*,*2+I!<2$6*'4!>#32!6$#'+!#'%!%2.*+*&'+I!#'%!>#3*'4!+7-2!,<2A!+,#A!

&'!,-#.3?!P,!*+!#!9#',#+,*.!&66&-,7'*,A!,&!>#32!-2#$!%*992-2'.2!,&!,<2!&-4#'*+#,*&'!A&7!8&$7',22-!9&-?!L&7!

%&'R,!'22%!6-*&-!2562-*2'.2I!Q7+,!2',<7+*#+>!#'%!%2%*.#,*&'?!

J-7+,22!>22,*'4+!#-2!7+7#$$A!Q7+,!S!,*>2+!#!A2#-I!+&!,<*+!*+!#!4-2#,!-&$2!9&-!62&6$2!=*,<!;7+A!$*82+!=<&!+,*$$!

=#',!,&!<2$6?!/<#-*,*2+!.7--2',$A!*'!'22%!*'.$7%2T!

D! "#$%&'!"7+27>!*'!,<2!U#-3!

D! V#-$2*4<!W&+6*.2!

D! E++25!L&7,<!F7*$%!

D! P',2-#.,!

!

"#$%&'(()!M#%'C!*#),()!+'!N&'()45'!
P',2-@.,!=&-3+!=*,<!A&7'4!62&6$2!X!<2$6*'4!,<2>!,&!&82-.&>2!;#--*2-+I!#+6*-2!#'%!#.<*282!,<2*-!6&,2',*#$?!

Y7-!12-8*.2+!6-&8*%2!97'I!9-*2'%+<*6!#'%!#!-#'42!&9!#.,*8*,*2+!9&-!,22'#42-+!#42%!BCDBZ!=*,<!%*+#;*$*,*2+!#'%!

#%%*,*&'#$!'22%+I!<2$6*'4!,<2>!,&!%282$&6!,<2*-!+&.*#$!#'%!*'%262'%2',!$*8*'4!+3*$$+?!:2!'22%!9-*2'%$AI!

-2+6&'+*;$2!8&$7',22-+!=<&!.#'!2'.&7-#42!,22'#42-+!,&!<#82!97'!#'%!256$&-2!,<2*-!6&,2',*#$?!

!
!



6

FOCUS

https://focuspp.com

Church News
CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION 

In the book of Mathew chapter 5, verses 10-12, we read: 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. In Jesus’s teaching on the mount, generally called the beatitudes (that is blessedness), He taught about 
Christian character and the blessings associated with possessing those characters. Permit me to share a few thoughts with 
you on the subject of Christian persecution. 
 
What is Christian Persecution? 
A program or campaign to exterminate, drive away, or subjugate people based on their Christian belief and living. 
It takes the form of harassment, hostility, ill-treatment and opposition towards you for your Christian stand – Righteousness (more than 
just “being a good person.” It refers to a complete orientation of life toward God and His will.  
This kind of righteousness is highly visible and is the kind that faces persecution, as stated in Mathew Chapter 5, verses 14 to 16 
 
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, 
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven”  
 
I should let you know that if you take a stand to be the light in your community, you will be persecuted, but thankfully you will be blessed 
by God. Peter puts it this way: “If you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God” (1 Peter 2:20). 
 
The pattern of persecution was recorded for us in many books of the Bible. A few examples will suffice: 
- Cain and Abel story. Cain murdered his brother because his deeds were evil. Abel was martyred for doing good. 
- Joseph was persecuted and imprisoned 
- Stephen was stoned 
- James was beheaded 
- The Lord Jesus, was persecuted and warned us to expect the same in John 15:20-21 -  Remember what I told you: ‘A servant 
is not greater than his master.’[b] If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours 
also.  They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me. 
- Paul too recorded his own experience to serve as encouragement for us in 2 Tim 3:10-12  You, however, know all about my 
teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance,  persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in 
Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them.  In fact, everyone who wants to live a 
godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted 
 
There are also patterns of persecution found in our contemporary world as many Christians are killed yearly all over the world (100 – 150k 
people), One every 5 minutes, for the practice of their faith. 
 
What should we do when facing persecution for our Christian faith and right living? 
1. Mathew 5:12 tells us to rejoice and be glad. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
2. Persevere. See 2 Thessalonians 1:4 
3. Rely on God’s grace as recorded in 2 Corinthians 12:9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.”  
4. Fear not  
1 Peter 3:14b 
 “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 
Finally, the persecuted will inherit the kingdom of Heaven. Broadly speaking, the kingdom of God is the rule of an eternal, sovereign God 
over all the universe.  
King Nebuchadnezzar declared, “His kingdom is an eternal kingdom” (Daniel 4:3). Every authority that exists has been established by 
God (Romans 13:1).  
So, the kingdom of God incorporates everything that is good, lovely and peaceful. 
And the persecuted will inherit the rights, benefits and privileges of the King of Kings. 
 
Olu Duyilemi 
for RCCG on behalf of SWF Church council 

we have a tax solution to suit you!

Call us today!
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FOCUS Feature
MINIBEASTS COME TO VISIT ELMWOOD 

PRESCHOOL 

Our ‘Little Learners’ class were very lucky to have a visit 
from some very special animals from Zoolab recently. The 
children got to meet a host of animals and minibeasts 
including……. 
 
Cheese, the Giant African Train Millipede,  

!
     Corn, the Corn Snake, 
!
         Shelley, the African Land Snail, 
!
!
!
!
 
 
 

 
Twiggy – the Stick 
Insect, 

and Frank, the Syrian hamster. 
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!

All of the children absolutely loved the experience, and lots 
were brave enough to hold the animals.     !!!!!

COFFEE SHOP

 One Of The Largest Garden Centres In Essex  

      Enjoy A Great Day Out for all the Family    

              Extensive Range of Products In Stock

VIVID ARTS

EARLY PLANTING
BIRD FEED

SWALLOW AQUATICS

MILL RACE New Rd, Aldham, Colchester CO6 3QT www.millracegardencentre.co.uk

Gardening 
Home & Giftware 

Furniture 
Outdoor Living 

Pond care  
and much much more!

THE KINGFISHER 
COFFEE HOUSE 
Opening Hours 
9.30am – 4.45pm  

Monday to Saturday 
10am – 3.45pm  

Sunday 

NEST BOXES OUTDOOR PLANTS
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FULL LENGTH DRESSING MIRROR 
ON STAND £10.00...SAMSUNG 21 INCH LCD TV (NOT 
SMART) £10.00 SWF  07591 258218. 
 
SONY DVD HOME THEATRE SYSTEM.  
MODEL DAV-TZ140. IN FULL WORKING ORDER, WITH GREAT 
SOUND QUALITY, BARELY BEEN USED. COMES WITH 
ORIGINAL BOX, PACKAGING, REMOTE AND INSTRUCTION 
MANUAL. PHOTOS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST. £100. 07957 
417303 
 
SONY DVD HOME THEATRE SYSTEM.  
MODEL DAV-DZ111, DOES WORK BUT CAN BE 
INTERMITTENT ON SOME DVD’S. ALL SPEAKERS WORK 
PERFECTLY FINE. BEEN USED BUT COMES WITH ORIGINAL 
BOX AND PACKAGING AND INSTRUCTION MANUAL. 
PHOTOS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST. £50. 07957 417303 
 
EXERCISE BIKE 
DELTA.  USED,  £15 ONO 
GOLF CLUBS 
LADIES SET OF SKYMAX GOLF CLUBS. INCLUDES IRONS, 
WOODS, PUTTER, TROLLEY, RESTING SEAT, IDEAL FOR 
BEGINNER. £50 ONO  COLLECTION ONLY  07706 871365 
 
FREE 
43 INCH SONY TV  (NOT  SMART)  MUST GO ASAP  
07805 5483446 
 
SAMSUNG 32 TELEVISION 
GOOD CONDITION AS NEW WORKING BOUGHT ANOTHER 
SMART ONE BUT ALSO HAVE HUMAX BOX IF REQUIRED £65 
FOR TV £25 FOR FREE VIEW BOX BOTH ONO 07737569490 
 
CHICCO ONE4EVER TRAVEL SYSTEM 
BNWT INCLUDES PRAM CHASSIS, 2 SEAT UNITS, CARRYCOT, 
FOOT MUFF, KAILY CAR SEAT, BASE, NEWBORN INSERT, 
ADAPTORS AND RAINCOVER. RRP £596.99, WOULD LIKE 
£350 OBO 07710555381 
 
LOTS OF BRICKS & HARDCORE. FREE. 07897 563736 
 
MY GENERATION GIRL DOLLS FOR SALE.  
OVER £200 WORTH OF ACCESSORIES. LOTS OF OUTFITS & 
A CHAIR. £40 ONO 07897 563736 
 
HARDWOOD GARDEN LOVE SEAT BENCH 
WITH CENTRAL TABLE. OFFERS. TEL: 01245 323420 
 
HENSLIGHT MEN’S BOWLS SHOES SIZE 10 £5.  
MEN’S BEN SHERMAN TWO PIECE SUIT BLACK PINSTRIPED. 
JACKET SIZE 38 SHORT, TROUSERS 32 SHORT. £10  
07985 900866 
 
 

    Blackwater Will Writing Company        
Have your will prepared in the comfort of your  

own home. 
Single Will £65.00 – Mirror Wills (for couples) £110 

01621 744984  
Don’t put it off any longer !!!!! 

Regulated by The Society of Will Writers 

GUTTER PROBLEMS 
HAVE YOUR GUTTERS BEEN CLEANED OUT RECENTLY? 

FULL GUTTER CLEAN OUT & SERVICE, LEAKS FIXED, DOWN PIPES UNBLOCKED 

CALL STEVE-THE GUTTER MAN  
01245 420279 / 07910 513896 

Maintaining the gutters of SWF for over 12 Years 

SWF RESIDENTS MAKE CAFE & TOILET A 
CLEAR CHOICE FOR THE PARKS 

 
You are probably aware of the survey our party has been running 
to canvass residents on spending priorities for Community 
Infrastructure Levy money at Chelmsford City Council's (CCC) two 
main parks in our town. This CIL money has been allocated by CCC 
to be spent in SWF thanks to SWFCTA City councillors making the 
case to spend it in our town. 
 
From the list of 13 options, residents were asked to put their top 3 
choices in order. We gave 3 points to the 1st choices, 2 to the 2nd 
and 1 to the 3rd. We also counted how many people voted for 
each suggestion. The results of the survey are shown below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cafe & toilet 976 points (399 people voted for it) 
Splash park 332 points (186) 
Toddlers sand park 313 points (127) 
Dog walking enclosure 257 points (104) 
Pathways & seating 242 points (141) 
Youth facilities 190 points (120) 
Mini/crazy golf 153 points (89) 
Flood prevention & drainage 11 points (62) 
Lido 90 points (46) 
Lighting 76 points (58) 
Rope climbing frame 29 points (35) 
Water drinking fountain 11 points (10) 
Pétanque covered area  9 points (7) 
 
We will invite interested residents to join us at Compass Gardens 
to develop the cafe & toilet idea further. We will need to think 
about where the best location would be, how large it needs to be 
(indoor seating or serving from a hatch with outdoor seating...), 
preferred opening hours and what kind of food/drink... is needed. 
Accessibility is also important and the type of toilets. Obviously, 
the more we want for this option the more CIL money it will use up 
so it may be a case of staying realistic if we are to get other items, 
too. Watch our Facebook posts and the FOCUS for more on this 
soon. 
 
********** 
We invite residents to meet our party's candidates for the election 
to CCC in May. We have reserved the Small Hall (round the back) 
at the Village Hall on Thursday 2nd March between 7.30pm and 
9.30pm. You will be able to talk to us about any of your concerns 
or hopes for the future of our town and while we can't promise the 
earth, we may be able to take action over matters you raise or take 
them on board and raise them at the right time in future. 
Alternatively, you may just want to find out who we are and what 
we have achieved and want to achieve for the town in the years 
ahead. 
 
Elmwood & Woodville ward: Keith Bentley, Ian Roberts 
Chetwood & Collingwood ward: Jackie Birch, Scott Wilson 
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South Woodham Ferrers 
£350,000

South Woodham Ferrers 
OIEO £450,000

GUIDE PRICE £350,000 - £375,000** 
•  Two bedroom semi-detached bungalow.  
•  Living room.  
•  Kitchen and bathroom. 
• 100' (APPROX.) rear garden. 
•  Crazy paved driveway providing off street parking for 
three vehicles. 

 
Call to view 01245 323729 

South Woodham Ferrers 
£725,000

•  Four double bedroom detached Georgian style family home. 
•  Modern open plan kitchen/diner with a large separate utility. 
•  Spacious living room, conservatory and ground floor cloakroom. 
•  Large master bedroom with fitted dressing room and  en-suite. 
•   Two modern bath/shower rooms for  remaining bedrooms. 
•  South-facing rear garden measuring approx. 85' x 45'.  
•  Double garage.  
Call to view 01245 323729 

South Woodham Ferrers 
£600,000

•  Extended four bedroom link detached family home. 
•  Living room. 
•  Dining room, study, ground floor cloakroom. 
•  Fitted kitchen, utility room and sun room. 
•  Master bedroom with en suite. 
•  Main bathroom. 
•  Garden and a hardstanding driveway. 
•  Attached garage.  
Call to view 01245 323729 
 
 
 

South Woodham Ferrers 
£335,000 

•  Three bedroom staggered terraced home. 
•  Living room.  
•  Fitted kitchen. 
•  Bathroom. 
•  Externally benefitting from a South-Easterly facing 
maintenance free garden. 
•   Car port. 
 
  
Call to view 01245 323729 

**NEW BUILD - Ready by Mid-March**  
•  Spacious Three bedroom Detached Bungalow.  
•  Open plan.  •  Luxury bathroom and en-suite.  
•  Air source heat pump with underfloor heating. 
•  Off street parking.  
•  Good sized enclosed garden, potential for garage.  
• 10 Year Build Zone Warranty.  
 Call to view 01245 323729 

South Woodham Ferrers 
£525,000

•  Spacious four double bedroom detached family home. 
•  Spacious living room. 
•  Separate dining room. 
•  Family kitchen and ground floor cloakroom. 
•  Master bedroom enjoys an en-suite shower room. 
•  Well-equipped family bathroom. 
•  Driveway leading to garage, and enclosed rear garden.  
Call to view 01245 323729 
 
 

 

Feature
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Over to you...
RE. WHAT A LOAD OF RUBBISH issue 1044 

 
Completely agree. I often use SWF recycling centre during the 
week most times no waiting at all in fact, often many spaces 
available. 
Essex County Council should show why it has applied blanket 
requirement to book without showing the data to support this 
bureaucratic requirement at SWF. 
 
I suggest they have looked at sites like Maldon recycling site, which 
has a poor layout and a fraction of the spaces compared with SWF, 
and taken the easy answer, with no consultation. 
 
Anon 

I was disappointed to read the letter in last month’s magazine 
from Cllr. Bob Massey, whose work for his community I had 
previously respected. Essex County Council is responsible for all 
Highways matters - including cycle lanes and speed limits. As your 
Conservative County Councillor, Bob Massey should know this. 
I'm not sure if blaming this on the Lib Dem-led City Council is a 
real lack of knowledge on his part, or just an attempt to mislead 
and play party politics. 
  
Cllr. Massey is part of the administration of Essex County Council 
- indeed he is Deputy Cabinet Member for Waste. So he is also 
directly responsible for the decision to require booking at the 
South Woodham Ferrers tip. 
  
At the City Council we place a high priority on protecting the 
environment – now and for our children. Exactly 70 years ago, 
devastating floods hit us and extreme climate events like that (and 
last summer’s record temperatures) could become more regular 
without action. South Woodham Ferrers will be particularly 
vulnerable, and so needs particular attention. 
  
Planting one tree for every resident of the district (60,000 so far, 
since we took on the leadership of the City) is part of that action. 
Over 70% of the baby trees planted at Creekview are thriving, and 
any gaps have been filled with new baby trees. Lib Dem Town 
Councillor Terry Sherlock is a regular volunteer there and has 
helped with that. 
  
Replacing baby trees that die is budgeted for. They cost around £1 
each, so it’s cheaper to replace those that die (AND encourages 
the stronger ones to flourish) than water them. Healthy trees and 
native plants can support a greater range of wildlife than any 
sanitised garden needing ongoing watering. Cllr Massey should 
know this, as the former Cabinet Member for Parks. So is he just 
playing politics? 
  
I’m proud that the Lib Dem-led council was able to create a brand 
new, inclusive play area in Autumn 2021 at Compass Gardens. It 
is the second largest play area in Chelmsford after Hylands Park. 
We have also invested in cultural facilities around the district, 
including refurbishing our Theatre - which had been allowed to 
decay for decades under the Conservatives.  This investment has 
already led to an increase in customers - and to takings in the 
fantastic new bars.  
  
It's my hope that the people of South Woodham will see what can 
be achieved by proactive city councillors and choose a team of 
local Lib Dem champions in May who can stand up for the town. 
  
Stephen Robinson 

WHAT ZEBRA CROSSING? 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
I have noticed over several days drivers failing to stop at the Asda 
zebra crossing! 
 
I use this crossing a lot and I know it’s probably the busiest in the 
town due to the shops and school route. 
 
It wasn’t till I drove through the crossing myself that I realised, it’s 
almost worn away! It’s really not that visible anymore and to be 
honest the beacons are faded and they too are not bright. 
 
I would like to know if others feel the same and if so we could 
petition the council? Surely white paints not going to break the 
bank? Unlike a nasty accident!! 
 
Jennie Scott

SWF 1020 HOUSING DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 
- WHERE WERE THE TORIES AS THE LIB DEMS 

LET THROUGH INADEQUATE PLAN? 
 

More proof was 
provided of the need 
for a stronger voice 
for SWF residents on 
Tuesday as the 
application for 1020 
new houses in our 
town was waved 
through, despite 
opposition from 
SWFCTA’s two City 
Councillors, the Town 
Council, and other 
local people.  
 
With no SWF Conservative City Councillors and only one 
Conservative member present (Bicknacre and West Hanningfield) 
for this item, the application by Countryside was approved by the 
Liberal Democrat dominated committee, subject to a possible 
“call in” by the government’s planning inspectorate. 
 
Our two City councillors, Keith, and Ian attended the meeting and 
spoke against approving the application in its current form. We 
joined the call of the Town Council and local campaigners for 
infrastructure that is fit for the purpose, before approval is given. 
 
We were glad that some councillors on the committee seemed to 
listen to our views, but we believe our case would    
have been stronger if all SWF City councillors had made an effort 
to be there. You can watch the meeting on  
Chelmsford Council's YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/live/88a6vGpGwkA?feature=share  
We will continue to press Essex County Council and Highways, 
Anglia Water and the developer to monitor and deliver the level 
of infrastructure they believe will do the job and to support the 
interests of the residents of our town as this application 
progresses into the future. 
 
Further information about our party can be found on: 
http://www.swfcta.org/ Our Facebook Page is at: 
https://www.facebook.com/swfcta   If you are interested in 
becoming a member, contact us by email: 
membership@swfcta.org or call 07503 212795. To chat with one 
of our councillors: Ian 07860 836661/Keith 07401 180475 
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The Barns, Crows Lane, 
Woodham Ferrers CM3 8RR

01245 324437 

Your Pet Is Our Priority
An independent veterinary practice 
based in Woodham Ferrers, set in 
open countryside with a large client 
only car park.
 
You can be assured that Katherine and 
her team will provide the very best 
care for your beloved pets in a 
warm and friendly environment.
 
Visit and like our Facebook page 
or go to our website for 
information on regular offers, 
yearly health plans and 
much more. 

PLANNING APPLICATION FOR 1020 NEW 
HOUSES PASSED 

On the 7th of February Chelmsford City Council (CCC) pushed 
through Countryside's planning application for 1020 homes.  2 
members of the Woodham Infrastructure Group (WiG), our Mayor 
D Eley, S Wilson and City Councillors I Roberts and K Bentley 
presented objections giving valid reasons why this planning 
application should be refused.  These were the only people 
representing our town at the meeting.  The ‘process’ denied us the 
opportunity to counter responses made by CCC and Essex 
Highways. 
The planning committee ignored evidence that, at peak times, the 
B1012 and roads through our town were already heavily 
congested and overcapacity and that the Developer’s (VISSIM) 
computer model predicted 2026 traffic volumes would be less 
than that recorded by CCC surveys in 2017, 2018 and 2020. 
Essex Highways were unable to explain why their traffic 
consultant, Ringway Jacobs, concluded that the Developers’ 
model was accurate.  Highways were not questioned and allowed 
to infer that the independent SCP transport consultant’s report, 
funded by your donations, did not need to be considered.  I have 
raised a Freedom of Information requested for a copy of the 
Jacobs report so it can be assessed. 
CCC confirmed that the Developer only needed to consider traffic 
volumes up to 2026 and ignore through traffic from the Dengie 
'the Highway Authority can only require the developer to mitigate 
their own impact not that of background growth/other 
developments'    
Safety concerns caused by making the 2m wide footway in front of 
the medical centre and around the Sainsbury’s entrance into a 2-
way shared cycle and pedestrian route were raised but dismissed 
by Highways.   
Changing the build phase ensured the first 405 houses would be 
built over the best route for a new by-pass.  This was not 
mentioned or discussed. 

Issues relating to sewage capacity were brushed aside saying it 
was not a planning matter. 
Despite being pressed by the Planning Committee ‘Essex’ gave 
no guarantees that a new early years /primary school would be 
built.  Apparently only Collingwood has spare capacity for infants 
and primary children so all the new children infant, junior and 
secondary will have to cross a dangerous road or be driven to 
school.   
We tried, but what can you do when you are limited to a 2 minute 
speech with no chance to reply? 
SWF now has an approved application that will make the B1012 
into an urban street which we and your traffic consultant predict 
that 
o it will cause even more congestion through our town.   
o Crossing this road and the narrow 2 way mixed pedestrian and 

cyclist pavements around Hullbridge Road will be a danger for 
years to come.     

o Residents backing onto and living south of Ferrers Road will 
suffer from significant increases in through traffic causing 
additional delays getting to work, noise and pollution. 

Our MP has requested this application be re-assessed by the 
Secretary of State, and WiG will be concentrating our efforts on 
this process.  It will be interesting to see how our local town 
councillors want to respond at their planning meeting on 21st 
February. 
The next application is from Bellway Homes for 200 houses 
behind Willow Grove and the Chelmsford 2041 local plan is 
considering 500 addition homes in SWF.  So ‘about 1000 homes’ 
agreed by the Secretary of State in 2018 could be come at least 
1750 in the future. 
We offer our sympathies to Cllr Tricia Hughes for her recent loss.   
 
Alan Brunning (for the Woodham Infrastructure Group) 
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Caption Corner

Last weeks Caption Corner entries- 
 Well done to Linda Thomson for winning this weeks and winning £10   

Millwood WI's January meeting was our first meeting of 2023 and it got off to a 
good start when we were entertained by the 'Silver Darlings’ singing Sea Shanties. 
We had a very good turn out for a cold January evening and it was lovely to see 
some new faces as well. 
 
’Silver Darlings’ are an all female Sea Shanty Crew based in Southend. They had 
the idea when they were performing in a choir on Southend Pier and they have 
been performing together singing Sea Shanties for the last four years. The crew 
consists of Captain Darling, Grace Darling, Viking Darling, Caulkhead Darling and 
Salty Darling. They are passionate and committed to telling the story of each shanty 
and ensuring that these songs remain and do not get lost to sea. Captain Darling 
explained the history of the Sea Shanty and how there are different shanties for 
different jobs. Some have a faster rhythm then others and some were laments. The shanties were also used on the railroads in 
the USA and in the mines and even on farms. A Shanty Man would sing the verse 
and sing the same songs. A good Shanty Man was invaluable as he was worth four 
workers, he would keep up moral and get more work out of the men. The lyrics 
would get changed over time and some could be quite raunchy, ‘Randy Dandy’ 
would become Rollocking Randy Dandy Oh’. 
 
Grace sang a Clacton Shanty, The first line was 'My Jonny was a Shoe Maker’ which 
was quite a sad shanty.  They sang 'Blow the Man Down’  and 'John Canaco' which 
was a generic name like ‘Jo Bloggs’. Sea Shanties are generally acappella but 
Captain Darling played a couple of musical instruments, one of them was an Indian 
musical instrument called a Shreatie. We were given the chance to join in on the 
chorus of 'Haul Away Joe’. Some of our members were very enthusiastic and were 
doing the actions as well. 
 
Caulkhead Darling (Grace) who was originally from The Isle of Wight was singing 
her last Sea Shanty for a while as she was expecting a baby which is due next week. 
 
We all had a lovely evening listening to the shanties and having the opportunity to join. They made the evening such fun. 
 
It was then time for tea and cake and for us to vote on the resolutions. We had a choice of four to choose from. The resolution 
with the most votes was resolution 3 'Online gambling harm: time for action’. this will be forwarded to Federation. 
 
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 22nd February at 7pm for a 7.15pm start at the function room at Club Woodham. We have 
Karen Lawrie as our speaker with a talk titled ‘If you Don’t Use it You Lose It’. If you would like to come along to one of our 
meeting for a visit you will get a very warm welcome. 
 

Henry de Bono 
I can only get the ball over the net by jumping  
 
Jennie Scott 
1) Tennis!???.. sorry thought this was the triple jump!!! 
2) Red bull really does give you wings! 
 
Linda Thomson 
'Hop' 'Skip' and "Crunch new balls please" 
 
Michael 
I think I can go into athletics I should make a good hurdler !!!! 
 
AA Jaconelli 
Umpire did you say FAULT? I thought you shouted FLOAT !!! 
 
Steve Lucas How many ball’s you hit ? 15 love 
 
Phil Armand  Let's get this game off to a flying start 
 
Wendy Murray  A lot to be said about these Air Nike Trainers 
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Happy 11th Birthday Will!  All 
our love - dad, mam and 

Sidders! x

Birthdays

Happy Valentine’s Day to 
my better half xxx

Happy birthday to our cheeky Harry 
We love you so much.  

Lots of love Mummy, Daddy, Charlie 
& Nanny  

xxxxx 
 

Happy 3rd birthday Max! 
Love Mummy, Daddy and 

Logan x

Wishing you a very Happy 15th 
Birthday, Sophie!!!!!  

Have a really lovely day. 
 Lots of love, Mum and Ad xxxxx

Happy 3rd Birthday Max. 
Have a great day 

Lots of love ,kisses and hugs 
Nanny and Gaga xxxx 

Happy 9th birthday Charlie, have a 
wonderful day, love from Mummy, 

Daddy, Toby & Nanny xxxx



FOCUS

14 https://focuspp.com

Council News



FOCUS

15Ad sales call: 01245 32 31 30

Council News



Ad sales call: 01245 32 31 30

FOCUS

16

WOODHAM FERRERS SWIM CLUB

Sports News

Christmas Fun 
We ended our year with some fun at the children's sessions. We hired the swimming pool's 
inflatable obstacle course for an evening filled with laughter! The children had a great time 
clambering over the equipment whilst trying to avoid falling in. There were coaches on the 
sidelines trying to knock people off by throwing balls at them. A brilliant time had by all. 
 
Essex Swimming League 
We started 2023 with a bang with our first Essex Swimming League event on 14th January 
hosted by Romford. It is the first year we have attended these events and look forward to 
the others that we have to come! Our team consisted of Bethany, Casey, Harrison, Joe, 
Charlotte, Lily, Olivia, Oscar, Harry, Alex B, Maddie, Emily, George, Paige, Jack, Alex A, Eva, 
Sam, Izzy and Harley. Some great results, well done guys! 
 
Braintree & Bocking Winter Sprints Meet 
Sunday 22nd January saw 7 of our swimmers attend Braintree & Bocking's Winter Sprints 
Meet. Alex Bell, Lily Hood, Paige Warren, Izzy Helliwell, Maddie Radmall, Eva Norfolk and 
Casey Kennedy were all in attendance. They had a very successful day and came away with 
13 PBs between them. Lily won a silver medal for her 100m IM and Izzy won silver for her 
50m Breaststroke. 
  
L1 Swim Teaching Team 
We would like to give a huge welcome to Aiden Dowler and Lily Fox who have joined our 
L1 Swim Teaching Team. We also welcome Suzi Hughes, who has years of experience in the 
swimming world. All three will be a huge asset to the club! 
 
Essex Age Group Championships 
We are proud to say that 7 members of our club have qualified and are due to take part in 
the Essex Age Group Championships that are going on throughout February. Well done to 
Lily Hood, Izzy Helliwell, Alex Bell, Harry Thompson, Jack Hatch and Samuel Martin! We 
wish them the very best of luck! 
 
Co-op Local Community Fund 
We are really excited to say that we are now part of the Co-op Local Community Fund! This 
means that when Co-op members shop, not only are they earning themselves money and 
rewards, they are earning us money too! Please sign up in store or online for a membership 
card and choose Woodham Ferrers Swim Club as your cause by either going to the 
Community page on your app or signing in online. We are raising money for some new 
swim equipment and some workshops for our members, we really appreciate your support! 
 
If anyone is interested in joining our club just send us an enquiry through our website 
www.woodhamferrersswimmingclub.co.uk 
 
 

SWF RFC

South Woodham Ferrers RFC First XV return to action away at Wanstead on Saturday February 11. 
 
The Club's Senior team had no game on February 4, but will be aiming for their first win of 2023 when they visit 
Wanstead (2pm kick-off). 
 
Last weekend saw the Club's Minis host Chingford at Saltcoats Park. 
 
The final weekend of January saw the First XV lose out to Campion, in a game which was preceded by a minute's 
silence in memory of popular former player Harvey Witzer, who passed away recently. 
 
Sunday January 29 saw the Under-15s WoodBurns team enjoy a 45-17 win at Colchester. 
 
The Under-14s were defeated 21-7 by Westcliff, with Harry Ryan scoring their only try - although the hosts also had 
two tries disallowed as well which could have led to a different result. 
 
Meanwhile, the Club have announced that they will launch an Under-12s girls team for 2023/24. For more details, 
contact Hayley via 07725 571187 or contact the Club. 
 
The Club are also recruiting for the U12s boys team - for more details contact Tony via 07590 533494. 



FOCUSFOCUS

Ad sales call: 01245 32 31 30 17

!
"#$!#%&!'()*+',!&!-'$+!.(/'$'0/.(1!/&23!/4.0!5*(/4!6+!'7!8$.0*(!1*-'$(*$9!:+(,0'+!
;4./'4*#0'9!&6*#/!4.0!2.<'!.(!8$.0*(=!!>/!?'$/&.(2+!?4&(1',!0*5'!*<!*#$!8$'?*(?'8/.*(0@!!
;4*!A*#2,!4&-'!/4*#14/!/4&/!/4'!5*0/!8*8#2&$!)*6!.(!8$.0*(!.0!6'.(1!&!?2'&('$B!!>/!A&0!
&20*!1**,!/*!4&-'!0*5'!-.0./*$0!&/!/4'!5''/.(1!A4*!A.22!4*8'<#22+!6'?*5'!5'56'$0@!
!
C4'!('7/!5''/.(1!*<!*#$!#%&!A.22!6'!*(!;',('0,&+!D0/!E&$?4!A4'(!F'<<!G&1'!A.22!/'22!#0!
&6*#/!/4'!8*2./.?&2!0*?.&2!$'<*$5'$!H((.'!I'0&(/!&(,!/4'!E&/?4!J.$20!K/$.3'!*<!DLLL@!!><!+*#!
?&(M/!5&3'!/4&/!*('9!/4'!('7/!5''/.(1!A.22!6'!;',('0,&+!N/4!H8$.2!A4'(!A'!A.22!<.(,!*#/!
5*$'!&6*#/!H#,$'+!O'86#$(!&(,!4'$!A&$!+'&$0!DPQPRS%@!!C4'!5''/.(10!0/&$/!&/!D%@NT!&/!
U4&58.*(0!E&(*$!O&229!O#226$.,1'!V*&,@!!C4'!#%&!.0!*8'(!/*!8'*82'!A4*!&$'!(*!2*(1'$!.(!
A*$3!&(,!-.0./*$0!&$'!A'2?*5'!/*!?*5'!&(,!<.(,!*#/!5*$'@!!C4'$'!.0!&!(*5.(&2!?4&$1'!<*$!
-.0./*$0!*<!WD@NT!A4.?4!.0!,',#?/',!<$*5!/4'!5'56'$04.8!<''!04*#2,!+*#!,'?.,'!/*!)*.(@!
!
X*#!?&(!&20*!/&3'!/4'!*88*$/#(./+!/*!<.(,!*#/!&6*#/!*#$!,.<<'$'(/!&?/.-./+!1$*#80!<$*5!H$/!
&(,!H$?4./'?/#$'!/*!;&23.(19!Y?*!J$*#8!/*!:*(,*(!;&2309!Z.(,!+*#$![*.?'!/*!J.(!
H88$'?.&/.*(9!J&$,'(.(1!/*!C&.!U4.!/*!(&5'!6#/!&!<'A@!!C4'$'!.0!&20*!.(<*$5&/.*(!*(!/4'!
A'60./'!&6*#/!'-'(/0!?*5.(1!#8@!!;'!6'2*(1!/*!&!U2#0/'$!J$*#8!*<!0'-'(!*/4'$!#%&0!.(!/4'!
&$'&!0*!+*#!5.14/!<.(,!0*5'/4.(1!/*!0#./!+*#!&/!*('!*<!/4*0'@!!H22!/4'!1$*#80!&$'!$#(!6+!/4'!
5'56'$0!<*$!/4'!5'56'$0\!./M0!&22!-*2#(/&$+!&(,!'-'$+*('!?&(!2'&$(!<$*5!'&?4!*/4'$@!!
C4'$'!&$'!(*!]#&2.<.?&/.*(0!/*!8&00!^!./!.0!)#0/!<*$!82'&0#$'@!!:'&$(.(1!.0!./0!*A(!$'A&$,@!!;'!
2**3!<*$A&$,!/*!0''.(1!+*#!0**(=!
!
H((!;**22'+9!K;Z!#%&!K'?$'/&$+!!
&((@A**22'+@#%&_15&.2@?*5!
4//80`aa#%&0./'0@*$1@#3a0/4RA**,4&5R<'$$'$0aA'2?*5'!

"We give talks on the
work of the charity
and how we change
the lives of teenagers
and young adults
living with cancer"

Need a Guest
Speaker?

Get in touch
lindsay@tombowdidgefoundation.org

The Tom Bowdidge Youth Cancer Foundation, 
9 Firmins Court, West Bergholt, Colchester, Essex, CO6
3BQ - Registered charity  in England & Wales 1156553

 
 
 

 
Driver Required – 3.5T Luton Van 

Delivering our products to London 
& the Home Counties. 

 

Reliability Essential – Early Start 

Lorry loading / Un loading. 

The role requires frequent lifting. 

40 hours per week 06:00 – 14:30 

Monday - Friday 

Overtime available. 
 

Please forward your application to; 
enquiries@lockerandriley.com 

 

 (FP) Ltd 
Vacancy 

Local business requires part time data entry/ 
admin person for busy department. 

 
Must be punctual, competent and                  

self-motivated, with a good telephone 
manner, knowledge of Excel, Word and 

outlook an advantage. 
 

Salary above minimum wage                        
CV to j.gulson@raytel.co.uk                           

no agencies or phone calls please. 

Situations Vacant



FOCUS Dr. John

Ad sales call: 01245 32 31 30

HORMONE REPLACEMENT SHORTAGE: The Monthly Index of 
Medical Specialities (MIMS) says: "MHRT supply issues continue. 
Serious Shortage Protocols are in place for some oestrogen-only 
products." 
 
The British Menopause Society agrees there is still a problem and 
suggests that, where necessary, consideration should be given "to 
prescribing estrogen and progestogen separately."To put it another 
way, pills etc may look different and you may sometimes have to take 
an extra one to get the same result when 'combination' preparations 
are not currently available. Fortunately the feedback is that, in the great 
majority of cases, pharmacists are able to deal with the problem. 
 
As for follow up appointments, there are mixed views amongst the 
public about telephone consultations, but this seems to be one area 
where the 'experts' are singing from the same hymn sheet.  The 
Menopause Society says: "We recommend that Healthcare 
Professionals and prescribers follow the joint guidance issued by the 
BMS, RCOG, RCGP and FSRH.  This recommends that General 
Practitioners and healthcare providers consider advising women about 
menopause issues through telephone and virtual consultations where 
possible.  This will reduce face to face consultations and improve access 
to repeat prescriptions of HRT supplies (especially to women who have 
been on HRT and have not been experiencing any problems). This will 
help to avoid the need for many women to visit their GP surgery for 
repeat prescriptions." 
 
I contacted a landscape gardener - but he said he couldn't help as my 

garden was portrait. Gary Delaney 
 
ST PETER'S. The Health and Social Care Group has announced that: 
"After twenty years of ‘discussions’ a meeting was held in January 2023 
to discuss the frustration at the lack of progress in obtaining a new 
Health Hub to replace St Peter’s Hospital." 
 
There is something rather endearing about the old St Peter's, however. 
When I visited it briefly as a patient I felt the need to write a 'grumpy 
old man' letter of complaint about the fact that there was nothing to 
complain about. 
  
This converted workhouse has provided a useful service over the years 
- for example, when I first arrived in SWF as a 'wet behind the ears' GP, 
mothers who had given birth there were offered the opportunity to stay 
in for 10 days - and many took advantage of the offer. I couldn't 
understand why anyone would want to stay in hospital a minute longer 
than necessary - until I was told by one Mum: "The minute I go home 
I'll have to get on with the washing, ironing, cleaning, shopping - you 
name it - but in here I can enjoy my baby and be well fed and looked 
after!" 
  
The problem is that, whilst it retains a friendly atmosphere and serves 
as a reminder of 'the good old days',  it costs a 7 figure sum in annual 
maintenance. The facade is listed - so whatever happens that will be 
preserved for posterity. 
  
The story of the attempts to build a replacement for St Peter's is a 
scandal of epic proportions - £millions have been wasted and 
opportunities missed. I can still remember Mike 'Hopeless' Harrison, 
the then chief executive of Maldon and South Chelmsford PCT, setting 
out his 'vision' for the hospital. Of the options available he pointed out 
that the worst by far was to maintain the status quo. At that time we 
were told that it was costing over a £million a year just to keep on top 
of running repairs to a building which was showing its age.  
 
Unfortunately his 'vision' was limited by his myopia - it turned out that 
he hadn't secured a deal on the tracts of land he was going to build his 
new facility on. He admitted to wasting £250,000 on this hare-brained 
scheme - but you could at least triple that if you include the in-house 
costs plus the vast sums he spent on publicity (including glossy 
magazines that were delivered to every house on his patch telling 
patients that the new hospital would be completed by the end of 
2007.)  
 
Those from a business background (like Trevor Fernandes who has 
fought tirelessly to get this project off the ground - and points out that 
an Outline Business Case has been developed several times before but 
there has never been "the political will to bring it to a conclusion") can't 
understand why there is a complete lack of accountability in the NHS. 
Inefficient and wasteful practices go unchallenged - time is allowed to 

go by with no discernible progress made - and, when it comes to 
bookkeeping, important items are conveniently forgotten. Moreover, 
as I say, there is never any attempt to include the cost of the in-house 
staff who have worked on a project.  
 
Hopefully something will come of this new initiative - but don't hold 
your breath. 
 

“I’m now making a Jewish porno film. 10% Sex, 90% guilt.”  
Henny Youngman 

 
THE SWF VIEW. A new St Peters in Maldon is not an ideal solution 
for South Woodham residents - there is effectively no direct public 
transport link between SWF and Maldon. 
  
A forward thinking NHS which is on the ball would have made the 
new health centre (CVMC)  in Woodham much larger to 
accommodate (a) the additional patients from the new 
developments) and (b) many of the services that are planned for the 
'New St Peter's'. In other words ... had this been given adequate 
thought, there would not have been the need to  have everything in 
Maldon. It would have been possible to split more of the services 
between SWF and Maldon so that there is a more even share. 
  
We have long argued for more facilities in SWF - but limitations on 
space in the new Health Centre and the low priority given to SWF by 
the NHS decision makers over the years have been significant limiting 
factors. 
 
That said, don't cut off your nose to spite your face. A new facility in 
Maldon will be beneficial to those in Woodham who can overcome 
the distance factor - so my advice is that everybody in the town should 
fully support this project (whilst continuing to press for better facilities 
in SWF.) 
 
“If you’re being chased by a pack of taxidermists, do not play dead!” 

Olaf Falafel 
 
AN ESSEX GP WRITES IN DEFENCE OF HIS COLLEAGUES. 'Dr 
Copperfield' (pen-name), who writes for 'Pulse' newspaper, writes: 
"Of all the new normals they have these days – feckless politicians, 
bitchy Royals, Arsenal top of the league – perhaps the most notable 
is the collapsing NHS. No one bats an eyelid at the 8am stampede 
for GP appointments, the holding pattern of ambulances outside A&E 
or the excess death counts: unreliability and dysfunction now appear 
to be part of the NHS mission statement.  
 
But while we’ve normalised the National Hopeless Service, we’ve 
polarised something else: the opinion of the public about who are 
the goodies and baddies within that system.  
 
On the one hand, ambulance delays, hospital waiting lists and 
interminable waits in A&E are blamed on useless politicians. And on 
the other, the various and repeatedly aired ‘deficiencies’ of primary 
care are blamed on us GPs. In other words, despite pantomime 
season being over, hos docs, paramedics and nurses are cast as the 
angels of mercy while we’re hissed at for being villains. Why?  
 
...  Maybe it’s just the bad old media distorting, moulding and 
poisoning the view of the public. This is something they do very well, 
after all. Then again, they’ve been doing it for years, but I don’t recall 
GP stock ever being quite this low." 
 
Dr C. has a point. In an effort to paper over the cracks (aka the 
yawning chasms) in the NHS the service has become fragmented - in 
an attempt to cope with the escalating workload, lots of different 
types of 'personnel' and various new 'teams' have been created.  
These changes have to a large extent been forced on us by 
circumstances - but the price has been damage to continuity of care 
and, dare I say it, the personal touch. 
 
Better communication is key - GP practices that better understand the 
problems faced by patients and patients who better understand the 
problems faced by GP practices make for a happier symbiosis.  
 
Dr John Cormack 
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Sport News
                                                                     BOWLS NEWS 

After Christmas and New Year celebrations the first few weeks of a new year can be a bit dull and dreary.  Not in the bowls Club, as we 
play on whenever weather permits.  
   
The first social event of the year was a quiz night held at the Village Hall, where members and friends were taxed with some awkward 
questions – managed by Dave Morris, thank you for all your work setting the questions.  Thanks also to Margaret, Kate and Sheila for 
organising the evening,  as well as Tom Mills who produced his signature painted wooden spoons for the lowest scoring team, whilst 
the winning team received wine.   Bowlers are undoubtedly competitive, but when it comes to winning a quiz night it can be very highly 
charged, though the wooden spoons are equally sought after – NOT this time though as it was Tom’s team that ended up with them! 
 
Members gathered at the bowls 
green on 31st January, not only to 
play bowls but also to celebrate 
the birthday of one of our lady 
bowlers – a recent convert to 
bowling, Sonia has become one 
of our most successful ladies.    
Sonia brought along a delicious 
chocolate cake and wines to 
celebrate a very special birthday - 
as always beautifully elegant, and 
looking forward to many more 
years bowling. 
 
 
 
 
 
Now we start planning entries for a new year of competitions both in-house and across 
north Essex.   In the meantime we continue with our practice roll-ups and the Club Pairs in 
which members are fiercely competitive – with all pairs having thirteen matches to play, 
most are more than half way through with all games to be played by the end of March.  As 
several scores are very close,  there is all to play for. 
 
The Winter league at Jacks in Latchingdon continues.  SWF competes against six other 
Clubs,  after three matches we are lying mid-league.  NB Must try harder!  
 
Sadly,  I have  to report that Barbara Allen passed away earlier this week at the age of ninety.  
 
I believe Barbara was one of the founder members of the Bowls Club (as well as playing 
indoors at Marconi) and remained an active member up until the last few years.  
 
Our condolences to Barbara’s family. 
 
If you would like to try bowling, get in touch, or to learn more about your local Club have 
a look at our website:   www.swfbowlsclub.org.uk 
 
Christabell Wood - 01245 320600    christabellwood52@outlook.com  
 
 

Happy Birthday Sonia

Barbara Allen

Friday Night Footballers Wanted 
 

We are a group of footballers – typical age range 40 to 
60+.  We play from 8pm until 10pm, every Friday 

evening on the 3G pitch at William de Ferrers.  There is 
a match fee but you only pay when you play. 

 
We play anything from 8 to 12 aside depending on our 

numbers.  We really need another goalkeeper of any 
age.  We also have room for out-field players who fit 

the 40/60+ age range.   
 

 Please call Gary on 07771 864207 for further details.
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ACTIVE ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS 
Based in South Woodham with 30 years experience 

� Extra sockets + lights � New fuse boards � Showers  
� Fault finding � Testing + inspecting � PAT Testing 

� EV Charging Points  
NO JOB TOO SMALL! Call Clint for FREE estimates 

Office – 01245 320323 or Mobile 07786 030797 
www.active-electrical-solutions.co.uk

!-#$'))*(�,%

%( ,.+-"
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We REPAIR all makes of PVCU & Aluminium Windows
� Misted / broken sealed units? �Windows draughty?
� Broken hinges? � Door not working properly?
� Replacement patio door wheels
� Replacement PVC door panels

Call NOW for a FREE Quotation. No call out charge
Tel: 01702 544 233 www.discountwindowclinic.co.uk

10% discount
with this advert

��)!+"*') (&+*$+%#+

10% discount 
off sealed units

FOCUS

 
ADM GARDENING

l Free quotations          l Pruning                 l Fencing 
l Turfing                         l Decking                l Landscaping 
l Pressure cleaning      l Cement works      l Patios 

Office: 01245 476993  Mobile: 07990 650295

Ad sales call: 01245 32 31 30

Repairs to all:
WASHING MACHINES, ELECTRIC COOKERS 

TUMBLE DRYERS & DISHWASHERS

"'$*0+'-.+0)(/-,.+,)%0�0! 0�/.*)0/#(/*,/&-/

Tel: 01245 630934 / 07989113220  TEL:  07989 11322O

Trade Page

TGS GARDENING SERVICES
* All kinds of garden work undertaken 
* Overgrown gardens cleared 
* Hedges, Shrubs tidied and trimmed 
* Grass cutting service  
* One off or regular work 
* Driveways & patios cleaned & pressure washed  

Call: 07904 962 786
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Plumbing & Heating Engineer
Local 24 Hr Plumbing Service & Repair 
l Burst Pipes & Leaks l Toilet & Tap Repairs 
l Bathroom Installations l Fully Insured 
l 10+ Years Experience l No Job Too Small 

Call Brad: 07918 105804

Call for a 
FREE 

Quotation

V.J.M. PLUMBING AND BATHROOMS 
The Bathroom you always wanted at a price you can afford! 

COMPLETE INSTALLATION BY BATHROOM SPECIALISTS 
Full Domestic Plumbing Service Available 

All work at a High Standard, Competitive Prices.  
Bathrooms, En-suites, Cloakrooms, Power Showers etc,  

All types of bathroom furniture. Work  Guaranteed and Fully Insured 

Call Vince: 01245 324187 or 07768 695140 
WWW.VJMPLUMBINGANDBATHROOMS.CO.UK

FOCUS

Computer Services
Upgrades, Virus Removal
Hardware/Software Installation
Advice and Basic Tuition.
Reasonable Rates.
For a Home Visit call:

Mark Piesse
01245 321514
07973 522412

m.piesse@tiscali.co.uk

 M.J. KEYS ROOFING 
50 years experience 

All aspects of roofing undertaken including, tiling, slating, felt roofing, 
asphalting, fascias, soffits and guttering. 

All work fully guaranteed and can be back guaranteed. 
For expert advice and and free estimate please call: 

Paul 07877 824703 
See our website: www.mjroofingservices.co.uk 

Tel: 01245 426 163 | Email: info@ahead4.com
117 Hullbridge Road, South Woodham Ferrers, CM3 5LL

www.ahead4.com

Mon-Fri: 09:00 - 17:30
Tue: 09:00 - 19:30
Sat: 11:00 - 15:00

 Sun: Closed                                                                                                                                           

Assisting home and business users with honest, helpful 
and professional advice. We’re here for all your IT needs.

YOUR
local computer shop

Computer Repairs Laptop Sales

Phone
Repairs

Clean-up/
Servicing

Friendly and
Professional Advice

Remote
Support

Computer
Sales

Custom
Builds

SSD’s, 
RAM

Hardware
Upgrades

Of昀ce Phone 
Systems

TEL: 07850 896062   Email: paynes_fandl@outlook.com

   Fencing        Pergolas
   Decking       Sleepers
   Turfing         Retainers
   Patios           Free Estimates

Ad sales call: 01245 32 31 30

Trade Page
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Health News

On Sunday 12 February 2023: OUR NHS REMAINS IN CRISIS. 
COVID INFECTIONS, HOSPITALISATIONS & DEATHS REMAIN 
SERIOUS. THE TWINDEMIC OF COVID & FLU IS HERE.  
 
12 February was the last opportunity to get free Covid 
vaccinations. You may still be able to get Covid and Flu 
vaccinations at pharmacies subject to availability of vaccines and 
payments. The independent Joint Committee on Vaccination & 
Immunisations (JCVI) has advised the Government to arrange 
Spring COVID boosters for the most vulnerable people again 
this year, and another full Autumn programme like the 2022 one.  
 
There is a significant increase now in the sickness bug Norovirus; 
cases in the over 65s are up over 30% higher than the pre-
pandemic average. Don’t visit vulnerable people, particularly in 
care homes or hospitals while having diarrhoea and/or vomiting 
until 48 hours after symptoms stop. Keep practicing good hand 
hygiene especially after being unwell, using the toilet or 
preparing or eating food.   
 
On 3 February Covid, Flu and Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) 
infections and hospitalisations remained high. NHS and care staff 
absence from sickness remains high. Record numbers of staff are 
leaving the NHS; FURTHER STRIKES OF NURSES, PARAMEDICS 
AND OTHER NHS STAFF ARE PLANNED. WE WILL PUBLISH 
DETAILS OF THOSE AFFECTING OUR AREA WHEN KNOWN. 
Thousands of treatments have already been lost during recent 
nurses’ strikes and these strikes make workloads more 
challenging.  18% more people are attending A&E than last winter; 
13,000 hospital beds are blocked by patients fit to discharge. 
100,101 hospital beds are available (up from 90,621 last year). NHS 
crisis lines are failing to answer suicide calls.  
 
Our local health and welfare service providers are restricted by the 
funding, resources and targets they are given by central 
government. All our local medical professionals are terribly upset 
because they can’t look after us properly. They’re doing their very 
best. This situation was predicted last summer and not enough has 
been done nationally in advance. 
 
On 18 January we asked East of England Ambulance Trust 
Board’s public meeting: Q: Given the present situation, what 
please is your message to the local communities in places like 
South Woodham Ferrers about the levels of services they can 
expect today and how they can help you to make those services 
work as well as possible? In particular as examples, what can 
they expect and should do if people seem likely to be having a 
cardiac arrest, a heart attack, a stroke, be involved in a serious 
accident where there seems to be a major trauma patient, and a 
serious accident where someone seems to have an open fracture 
or broken pelvis? 
 
A: The Director of Nursing, Safety & Quality confirmed the Trust 
continued to offer an emergency response for those in life and limb 
threatening situations. She recommended individuals in an 
emergency continue to contact 999 as soon as possible where they 
would be clinically triaged and a response dispatched based on the 
circumstances. A response may also be provided to patients in 
collaboration with partner organisations such as the Air Ambulance. 
Regardless of media reports, ring 999 and you will get a timely 
response and any delays will be explained and dealt with. 
 
The ongoing Independent Inquiry into Mental Health Services, 
The Linden Centre, Broomfield, in Essex has been in the national 
news headlines recently. On 28 July 2022 the Chair of the Inquiry 
issued an appeal to staff to come forward to share their experiences 
and insights. Sadly that appeal has not met with success. We share 
the concern of family members who lost their lives whilst in the 
inpatient care of our NHS mental health Trusts in Essex between 

2000 and 2020. We have written to the Chair of the Essex 
Partnership University NHS Foundation Trust and to local MPs 
supporting the call for the Inquiry to be put on a statutory public 
basis so that witnesses can be compelled to testify, these most 
serious matters can be fully investigated and trust by patients and 
the public can be restored in our mental health services. 
 
After twenty years of ‘discussions’ a meeting was held in January 
2023 to discuss the frustration at the lack of progress in obtaining a 
new Health Hub to replace St Peter’s Hospital, Maldon, which is 
universally recognised as no longer fit for purpose. At last there has 
been some progress and a new Medical Hub to replace St Peter’s is 
planned. We are seeking information about the timetable for this 
and details of the services it will provide 
 
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) suggests SWF had 250* 
Covid cases w/e 31 January. 2.2m people in the UK have long Covid; 
80+ in the SWF & Dengie area. If you think you have long-Covid see 
your GP for a diagnosis & referral to a local recovery service. 
 
Cases of Scarlet Fever and Strep A remain high. Most people 
don’t get extremely sick but they can be a serious illness, 
particularly for young children. Both are treated with antibiotics; 
there isn’t a vaccine. Get the latest information from pharmacists 
and at: https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2022/12/05/group-a-strep-
what-you-need-to-know/ . 
 
The Dashboard says in w/e 13 January in England there were 615 
(p/w 679) Deaths with Covid on death certificates and in w/e 6 
February 5,058 (p/w 4,621) patients admitted to hospital. 
Hospitalisations and deaths lag behind infections. The *ONS data 
estimates 861,500 (1 in 65) people in England had Covid in w/e 31 
January (p/w 800,000 = 1 in 70). Taking the ONS estimate and SWF’s 
population as 16,000 that means there were 228 (p/w 266) SWF 
residents with Covid in w/e 31 January.  
 
To AVOID CATCHING & SPREADING Covid the Government says: 
TAKE EXTRA CARE, IF UNWELL AVOID VULNERABLE FRIENDS, 
COLLEAGUES & RELATIVES; ventilate indoor meetings; meet 
outdoors; wear face coverings in crowded enclosed spaces. If 
you get Covid stay home if you can and avoid contact with other 
people. Most hospital deaths with Covid and flu on death 
certificates in Essex and England are reported to be of people 
not fully vaccinated.  
 
SWF Health & Social Care Group provides health & social care 
information and signposting to people, especially those at risk, 
isolating, housebound, and without local support. Information is on 
our website https://swfhealthsocial.co.uk/ . Contact us on 
swfhealthsocial@outlook.com or leave a voicemail on 01245 
322079 which is monitored daily.       



South Woodham CouncillorsImportant Telephone Numbers

Police Station non emergencies 101 or 0300 333 4444 
Fire Station 0300 303 0088 
Neighbourhood Watch  
  (contact via the Police Stn above) 
Town Council Champions Manor Hall Community Centre 321817 
Leisure Centre (SWF Swimming Pool) 605600 
Village Hall 325568 
Library 0345 603 7628 
Volunteer Centre Chelmsford 250731 
Community Transport 477750  
  ‘Dial A Ride’ 9.30am - 4.45pm 
SWF Community Care 321180  
Post Office  324066 

SENIOR MEALS ON WHEELS 
Senior Meals on Wheels Service The Eatery 322263

RELIGIOUS CENTRES 
Mid Essex Buddhist Centre 07936 534546

TAXIS 
SWT Taxi’s & Private Hire 01245 322262 

Chetwood Ward  
 

Bob Massey         
Ashley John    

Alan Shearring  (Deputy Mayor)    
Russ Crosbie 

Angela Humphrey 
 

Collingwood Ward 
 

Peter Ferry         
Malcolm Sismey    
Annie Humphrey 
Darren Thompson    

John Miller  
  

Elmwood Ward 
 

Murrough O’Brien 
Jackie Birch             
Lisa Kelly          

Scott Wilson 
 Terry Sherlock 

   Woodville Ward                 Keith Bentley             (   Donna Eley (Mayor)     Ian Roberts      John Burman     Toni Perham-Lake 
 

South Woodham Ferrers City Councillors     
Elmwood & Woodville Ward  

 Ian Roberts , Keith Bentley,  Tricia Hughes  
  

Chetwood & Collingwood Ward  
Ashley John, Bob Massey , Malcolm Sismey  

For all enquiries  
Email: katkins@southwoodhamferrerstc.gov.uk

DIRECTORY

CHURCHES 
Evangelical Church       07375936840 
Church of England     322134 
Christ the King Church, RCCG.  07538097421 
Methodist Church                   01621 853423 
New Life Church          01245 321188 
Roman Catholic Church         324138 
Salvation Army            01268 768803 
Woodham Ferrers Congregational Church    01702 551950 
St Mary’s Church Woodham Ferrers.            
contact Church Warden, Sharon Hutton Mayson     07773 644326 

Blaircourt Pet Clinic   324437 

SCHOOLS 
Collingwood Primary 322258 
Elmwood Primary       321301 
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary 321828 
St Mary’s Primary (Aided) Woodham Ferrers Village 320505 
Trinity St Mary’s (Aided)        321711 
Woodville Primary     321755 
William de Ferrers     326326 

 
VETS 

DENTISTS 
7 Oakland Dental Care (Dr. H. Chaudry) 328451 

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS 
Essex Physiotherapist Clinic  325037 
Matt Ross Physiotherapy    07814 717577 

CHEMISTS 
Govani Chemist 321910 
(Sunday & Bank Holidays 10am - 12pm) 
Village Pharmacy 320344

HEALTHCARE 
Health Clinic 0300 3032619 
NHS Direct 111 
Greenwood 426898 
Kingsway                                                              01245 321391  
kingsway.receptionist@nhs.net            
https://www.kingswaysurgery.net                 
Life Chiropractic Clinics 01268 774008 
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If you would like to contact John Whittingdale, to 

ask for help, to set out your views, or to receive his 
newsletter, please get in touch.   

Post to: Rt. Hon. John Whittingdale OBE MP 
House of Commons, London. SW1A OAA 

e: john.whittingdale.mp@parliament.uk 
t: 01621 855663 for Surgery Appointments 

www.johnwhittingdale.org.uk

YOUR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

      John Whittingdale 
OBE MP




