
Serving the Community around South Woodham Ferrers for 20 years
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The Focus is online at: https://focuspp.com 

Local News & Trade Section

MOT’s
£40

STATION GARAGE
M.O.T. & REPAIR CENTRE

FREE MOT
WITH A FULL

SERVICE

All servicing and repairs

NOW OPEN ‘til 2pm Saturdays

Call Perry, Tony or Maria

Telephone: 01245 323002
Email: stationgaragehelp@outlook.com

Unit 3, Woodham Halt
(opp the station)

NOW OPEN til 1pm Saturdays

1019

4.00 metre carpet roll stock and remnants in stock 
now, from £8.50 per square metre 

 
2.00 metre vinyl roll stock and remnants from 

£7.99 per square metre 
 

Come and visit us because once they’re gone, 
they’re gone 

 
  

 

FREE 
PLEASE  

TAKE ONE
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Technology will never 
replace the ‘human touch’ 
but as experts in care we 
can enhance our person-
centred care with the best 
products available ensuring 
that even when alone your 
loved one is safe, healthy, 
and happy. 
 
Home Instead South 
Woodham Ferrers recently 
raised awareness about 
dementia within the local 
community by hosting an 
information stand in the local Town Centre. Leaflets about 
dementia and the care we provide where shared at the venue. 
A sum of £202.74 was raised for Dementia UK, a nationwide 
charity helping those living with or personally affected by the 
disease. We are the only care company to be awarded two 
Princess Royal Training Awards for our Alzheimers and 
Dementia training which is City and Guilds accredited. 

 

Home Instead recognises the 
sacrifices of our heroes and fallen 
service men. We recently took part in 
the nationwide Poppy appeal day and 
with the help and support of our 
amazing clients were able to raise the 
sum of £169.20. A good number of 
our clients were very supportive to the 
great cause by volunteering 
themselves to knit poppies which were 
sold to raise funds. We continue to 
use our good office and platforms to 
raise awareness within the 
community. 
 
 

New Home Care Company opened  
by John Whittingdale MP!                          

A new Home Instead office in South Woodham Ferrers is 
open to deliver excellent home care service to the following 
towns and their surrounding villages:  
 
Althorne, Asheldham, Ashingdon, Bradwell-On-Sea, Burnham-
on-crouch, Canewdon, Churchend, Cold Norton, Creeksea, 
Dengie, East Hanningfield, Eastwood, Hawkwell, Hockley, 
Hullbridge, Latchingdon, Maylandsea, Monsale, Mundon, 
Ostend, Purleigh, Ramsey Island, Rayleigh, Rettendon, Runwell, 
Southminster, St Lawrence, Steeple, South Woodham Ferrers, 
Tillingham, Woodham Ferrers etc.  
 
Home Instead is registered with the Care Quality Commission 
(CQC) and able to provide regulated home care services to 
seniors across the local area. 
 
Services include; 
•  Personal care 
•  Live in care 
•  Home help  
•  Companionship 
•  All services to include accompany and/or drive to     
    appointments, event, shopping trips, etc 

 
Our caregivers are fully trained to an extremely 
high standard and committed to updating their 
skills on a regular basis, they receive professional 
training and must qualify in this before attending 
our clients. Our professional caregivers are 
selected for their character, values, commitment, 
compassion, and dedication to caring.  They are 
trained to support older people and their families.  
We match our caregivers with our clients ensuring 
they have the same interests, hobbies, pets and 
become the friendly faces you and your family will 
get to know and trust. Each of our caregivers is a 
valued member of our team, shown by our 
market-leading annual satisfaction survey scores. 
If you or your loved one would benefit from 
receiving support at home with our distinctive 
approach, the way forward is for us to come and 
meet you and your family at home for a 
consultation.  Our costs are very easy to 
understand and manage and you will always be 
firmly in control of your finances.  
 
To find out more about our home care services or 
current vacancies, please call; 
 

 
       01245 979579or   
   visit https://www.homeinstead.co.uk/south-woodham-ferrers/  
   Home Instead is Located at:  
 Unit 16c, Tabrums Farm, Battlesbridge, Essex, SS11 7QX 

We are offering 50 new roles to 
CAREGivers!
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• Replacement Conservatory Roofs inc. solid roofs 
• Doors • Conservatories • Windows • Fascias & Soffits 

10 Year Insurance 
 Backed Guarantee

Family run business since 1989  

Tel: 01245 322742  
Email: craftwindowsltd2@aol.com 

Opening times Monday – Saturday 10am – 4pm

  
Meadowcroft Nursery,  

Woodham Road, Battlesbridge, Essex  
SS11 7QU 

 

MP
EXECUTIVE 

TRAVEL

For a ‘Free no Obligation quote’ contact:  
T: 07411 502 815 

E: mick@mpexecutivetravel.co.uk

Airport Transfers 
Race Days 
Group Nights Out 
Special Events 
Functions 

6 Seater & 8 Seater Minibus Company

�

�

�

�

�

www.mpexecutivetravel.co.uk 
10% discount if you quote SWFocus

Carpets Direct
Guaranteed Lowest Prices

?  Best deal direct  ?  FREE  fitting ? FREE  advice 
?  FREE home visits

 Carpets • Vinyls • Laminates • Wood 
• Specialist in 80% wool twist pile carpets 
• No hard sell 
• See our mobile showroom in the comfort of your                      
   home / commercial premises 

We will move your furniture  
and FREE removal / uplift of your old carpet

Established 25 years 

            0800389 0792  Mob: 07885 256186
www.carpets-direct.co.uk Credit Cards  

Accepted

WHY PAY 
MORE ?

based in 

 South Woodham 

Ferre
rs




 

South Woodham Ferrers has recently gained some wonderful 
information boards along its River Crouch. They include important 
history about its landscape and abundance of wildlife.  
This is part of a wider Essex Coast Project which is led by Essex 
County Council and funded by the Coastal Community Fund.   
To get this project underway, the team worked with local historian 
John Frankland, South Woodham Ferrers local history society, 
South Woodham Ferrers Yacht Club, and the Marsh Farm park 
ranger. Local photographers were also part of the project and 
provided the team with wonderful images for these boards.  
 
The boards include information on the Smith and Tucker Boatyard, 
the old river crossing that was destroyed in 1645 and some facts 
about smuggling in the area. As well as history, the boards also 
focus on the huge expanse of wildlife and the rare species that 
survive off the landscape. This includes information on the area of 
the river which is protected by Natural England.  
These boards are also linked to the app Go Jauntly which is a free 
app. This helps to discover walks in your local area and will guide 
you through different routes. You can see what walks are available 
in South Woodham.

NEW INFORMATION BOARDS INSTALLED 
ALONG THE RIVER CROUCH
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Dean Robinson 

dean@focuspp.com 

Published and printed by Focus Print & Publishing Co. All material contained within this publication is strictly copyright and all rights are reserved. Reproduction in any form without permission is 
prohibited. Every care is taken by the publishers in compiling the contents of the South Woodham Focus but no responsibility is assumed for any injury, loss or damage arising from any article or 

advertisement contained within the publication. The views expressed within this publication do not necessarily reflect the views of the publishers.  

 
Wendy Murray 

wendy@focuspp.com 
 

 
Louise Robinson 

louise@focusdistribution.uk 
 

 
Nicky Robinson 

accounts@focuspp.com 
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You can pick up your Focus from any of these drop off points.  
 Laundromat, Ahead4, Londis (Country Produce), BHN, Meadow Croft , E. Hanningfield P.O 

Bicknacre P.O, South Woodham Leisure Centre, Coffee lounge, Eatery, Library 
Club Woodham, Lodge, Munchies 

  PUBLISHER  EDITOR   DISTRIBUTION  ACCOUNTS

Fortnightly blog

MEET THE TEAM

 Contacts Page

 
P. 2 Home Instead 
P. 4 Contacts Page 
P. 5 In Memoriam 
P. 6 Tide Tables 
P. 7 Ivanhurst 
P. 9 Birthdays 
P.  10 SWF Health and Social Care 
P. 11 Greenoak 
P. 12 Millwood WI Report 
P. 13 Church News 
P. 14 Royal Legion 
P. 16 Letter’s Page 
P. 17 Phoebe’s Pantry 
P. 19 Swimarathon 
P. 20 Town Talk 
P. 21 Design a New Town Sign 
P. 22 Situations Vacant  
P. 23 Billboard 
P. 24/25 Council News 
P. 26 Focus on Health 
P. 27 What’s On 
P. 28 /29 Trade pages 
P. 30 Focus on Sport 
P. 31 Directory 
P. 32 Balgores  
 
 

Welcome to all our readers, contributors and advertisers.  
 
The Town Council are launching a competition to design the 
new Town Sign in conjunction with the Queens Platinum 
Jubilee celebrations, there is an updated poster on p.21.  
 
Murrough has sent in a piece for Town Talk this week plus all 
the other council news on p. 24/25. I am sure you will be all 
pleased to know that we have a new environmental support 
officer, so you will see the town looking a bit more rubbish 
free. Why not do your bit and if you see any litter lying 
around rather than walk by it, pick it and put it in the nearest 
bin or join in the next litter pick. 
 
We have the usual report from the W.I and local sports news, 
I didn’t have a great response to caption corner this time 
round, so if you have any funny photos that you think would 
be good  to use, then send them into me.  
 
I hope you all enjoyed Valentines Day, I did have one 
message and photo, maybe I will get more for Mother’s Day 
at the end of March, I will send you a reminder nearer the 
time. 
 
So Spring will soon be upon us, daffodils are now starting to 
bloom, just what we need after a cold and miserable start to 
February.  
 
We still get readers trying to find the Focus office, we 
haven’t moved or anything like that, since covid we have all 
been working at home and still continue to do so. If you 
need to get intouch then email me or call me on 01245 
323130. 
 
Enjoy half term,  have a good week everyone. 
 
Wendy Murray 
wendy@focuspp.com 
 
Issue 1020 deadline is 24th February 
 

 



Situated in the former Kings Hardware shop, 5 Warwick Parade. 
SWF   Tel: 01245 956472 

We stock every day flowers and plants. 
 Flowers for all occasions along with bespoke  

funeral arrangements.  
Weddings, events and corporate arrangements too.  

Open: Mon, Tues & Thurs  8.30am - 6.30pm 
Wed 8.30am - 6pm  Fri 8.30am - 7.30pm  Sat 9am - 5pm 
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 Obituaries

 In memory of our dear friend Martin Ash from all of your 
friends - "The Slags" Senior League Against Glum Spirits" 

Truly missed.

In Memory of Martin Ash  
23rd February

Karen McPherson 
3 Dec 1966 - 4th Feb 2022.  

 
Karen McPherson known in South 

Woodham Ferrers as Karen Perry and 
moved up to Sleaford Lincs in 2003 

 
Karen has battled with Cancer for the last 
7 years but passed peacefully on 4 Feb at 

7 am.  
 

Karen will be surely missed by all who 
new and loved her very much.  

 
 

Robert James Chapman (Bob) 
23 .07.1949 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forever in our Hearts and so Very Loved. 
Greatly missed by his family and friends 

 
Donations in Memory of Bob to the Lung Foundation will be made 

via 
Tributes and Donations at www.pauljking or sent to  

Paul J King Funeral Directors, 5 Guild Way 
South Woodham Ferrers. 

 

Tel: 01245 426 163 | Email: info@ahead4.com
117 Hullbridge Road, South Woodham Ferrers, CM3 5LL

www.ahead4.com

Mon-Fri: 09:00 - 17:30
Tue: 09:00 - 19:30
Sat: 11:00 - 15:00

 Sun: Closed                                                                                                                                           

Assisting home and business users with honest, helpful 
and professional advice. We’re here for all your IT needs.

YOUR
local computer shop

Computer Repairs Laptop Sales

Phone
Repairs

Clean-up/
Servicing

Friendly and
Professional Advice

Remote
Support

Computer
Sales

Custom
Builds

SSD’s, 
RAM

Hardware
Upgrades

Of昀ce Phone 
Systems
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T: 07753650196  E: helen@theoriginaldressmaker.com

Blackwater Will Writing Company
Have your will prepared in the comfort of your own home. 

Single Will £65.00 -- Mirror Wills (for couples) £110 
01621 744984 

Don’t put it off any longer !!!!!! 

Regulated by The Society of Will Writers  

FEBRUARY 2022 TIDE TABLES
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South Woodham
Mortgage Solutions

Tel: 07734 055833
Unit 2 Bloomsbury Court, Brickfields Road, 
South Woodham Ferrers, Essex, CM3 5XB                              

South Woodham Mortgage Solutions is a trading style of Glen David Ashley who is an Appointed 

Representative of Ingard Financial which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 

Authority 450731 
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FULL GUTTER CLEAN OUT AND GUTTER SERVICE 
LEAKS FIXED, BLOCKAGES REMOVED, DOWNPIPES UNBLOCKED 

FASCIA, SOFFIT AND CONSERVATORY CLEANING.  
CALL STEVE-THE GUTTER MAN 

01245 420279 / 07910 513896 
Maintaining the gutters of SWF for over 10 years 
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Sonia Barker 
Counsellor & Hypnotherapist 

 
 
soniabarkertherapy@gmail.com 
Based in South Woodham Ferrers, Chelmsford

Tel: 07983 439199

Why suffer in silence?  
If depression,  anxiety,  a relationship issue,  your weight or a phobia 
are having a negative impact on your life, take a look at my website to 
see how I may be able to help you!

www.soniabarkertherapy.co.uk
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www.facebook.com/swfocus 
Don’t forget to like our page and share to all your friends
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Want more space in your home !  
But do not know how you can get it ? 

I am a retired builder with over 50 years 
experience in Extensions,  

Loft Conversions and House Builds. 

For a small £30 fee, I can come to your 
property and help advise the best way to 
realise your building project as well as 

provide indicative building costs. 

My additional services include overseeing 
plans and recommending a quality 

Builder, Project Managing the contract to 
ensure you get what you wanted at the 

end of the project. 

If you’re thinking about an extension but 
don’t know where to start,  
call Terry on 07733 620682  
or email terry-t@live.co.uk. 

 
 It’s been about 6 

weeks now, there was 
a possible sighting 

near Victoria Road, so 
please if anyone has 
seen her or taken her 

in, please get in touch. 
She is being missed so 

much.  
 

If seen please contact 
the office on: 

 01245 323130 

BELLA IS STILL MISSING,

This combination bike lock was found on the river bank 
recently. 

 Call the Focus on 01245 323130 if this belongs to you!

KIND OF BLUE  
"MARCH" ON 

 
 On the afternoon of Sunday 6th March, 

"Kind of Blue", a local modern jazz 
quintet, is performing in the hall of the 

Bell pub, Woodham Ferrers. 
 

Doors open at 2pm, and we will play 
until "4.30 ish". 

 
Entry and sandwiches are free. 

 
So if you want to enjoy unusual, but 
highly skilled entertainment in the 

beginning of March, come to the Bell on 
Sunday the 6th. 

  
Brighten up your Spring, and immerse 

yourself in the cool music of the '50s and 
'60s jazz. 

THANK YOU 
I have just received the Focus, with the ‘In 
Memoriam’ photo and paragraph for our 

mum, Evelyn Mayhew.  It looked really nice in 
the magazine and my brother, who lives in 

Woodham, has had some people get in touch 
that knew mum as a postlady, but didn’t 

realise she had passed away, so it has been 
very worthwhile. 
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Happy Birthday Nanna,  we love 
you to the moon and back,  

love Nathan & Isaac xx 
 

Wishing you a Very 
Happy Birthday Tony 
from Paul and family 

Happy 5th birthday to 
our cheeky Harry. We 
love you so much lots 

of love Mummy, Daddy, 
Charlie & Nanny xxxxx 

Many 
congratulations 
to Louise, David 
and Sammy on 

the birth of your 
rainbow baby 
Thomas - he is 

gorgeous. 
With love from 
all your friends 
and family xXx

Happy 65th Birthday, you 
are amazing in every single 
way and I am so lucky to call 

you my mum, love always 
Karen xxx

Happy 14th Birthday, 
Sophie. We hope you have 
a lovely day. Lots of love, 

Mum and Ad xxxxx 

Wishing my beautiful, 
kind, caring, thoughtful 

and loving Daughter 
Daisy a very sweet 16th 
Birthday. May all your 

dreams come true! Have 
a fab day.  

All our love Mummy, 
John, Emily & Nibs. XXXX

 Birthdays

Happy Wedding Anniversary 
to the best parents, showing 

that you can fall in love 
forever, 

 love Karen,Matt,Nathan & 
Isaac xxxx 

Happy 70th birthday 
John xxx  

Love Tracey, Leanne, 
Jade and Kayleigh 

xxx 

Congratulations to 
Melanie and Glenn on 
your engagement and 

happy upcoming 
birthdays, love you,    

Mum x x 
 
  

and Congratulations

Happy 2nd Birthday Max 
Hope you have a fun day 

love hugs and kisses 
Nanny and Gaga xxx 

Happy 2nd Birthday 
Max! Our little 

trouble maker. Lots 
of love mummy, 
daddy and big 

brother Logan x 
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On Sunday 13 February: IT ISN’T OVER YET. Please get 
Vaccinated; appointments and walk-ins aren’t busy. SWF had 125 
Covid cases in the week ended (w/e) 7 February, down from 164 
w/e 29 January, up from 80 w/e 17 January. 338 w/e 2 January 
was the highest we’ve ever had. Our previous highest was 213 
w/e 2 January 2021.   
 
Today, Adults fully vaccinated 14 days before a Covid contact & 
children in contact don’t have to isolate but are recommended 
to take a LFD test. If you have symptoms or are unvaccinated and 
in close contact with someone who has tested positive you must 
take a PCR test. Everyone PCR or LFD testing positive is legally 
required to self-isolate. Anyone infected with Covid must isolate 
for 10 days unless gets negative LFD results on days 5 & 6; those 
leaving isolation after 5 full days are strongly advised to limit 
close contact. The government suggests you continue to wear 
masks in crowded and indoor spaces when in contact with 
people you don’t normally meet. 
 
In the coming fortnight restrictions may be further relaxed. But SAGE 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/sys
tem/uploads/attachment_data/file/1054509/S1509_SAGE_105_
minutes.pdf says: free testing will still be necessary; places of 
employment still need to be cautious; local public health 
information should continue and must emphasise the continuing 
needs of different people; and explains the potential dangers of 
future variants. Yes, we must return to the ‘new normal’ as soon as 
possible; but we must understand that will include caring for our 
loved ones who remain extremely vulnerable. 
 
In w/e 12 February there were 420,919 [previous week (p/w) 
599,229] UK Covid positive tests, 1,276 (p/w1,729) deaths, and 
in w/e 7 February 9,998 (p/w11,214) patients admitted to 
hospitals. There’s a 3-week lag between infections and 
subsequent hospitalisations and deaths; the present new rise will 
be reflected in hospitalisations and deaths in the coming weeks. 
The number of tests is down over 3.9m in the last four weeks 
making the infection figures less reliable; the next ONS data is 
likely to be more accurate.  
 
In Essex the guidance is: GET VACCINATED, ventilate indoor 
meetings; wear face masks in crowded & enclosed spaces; LFD 
test regularly. Vaccinations are crucial. Why isn’t everyone having 
them? On 21 January, in SWF 89.1% of people 12+ years old 
have had 1st jab (p/w89.0%); 84.7% have had 2nd jab (p/w 
84.5%) and 69.1% have had a 3rd dose or booster (68.8% p/w). 
SWF is below the national average of 91.3% for 1st doses, equal 
with the national average of 84.7% for 2nd doses and above the 
national average of 65.6% 3rd for booster doses. Most deaths 
and people in intensive care are unvaccinated.  
 
We want to safeguard our NHS, social care, education and 
economy. People are ill with Covid, the super cold, flu, respiratory 
illnesses and conditions which have gone untreated during 
Covid. Our ambulance service and GPs are under severe 
pressure. Local hospitals have suspended visiting, are postponing 
surgery & appointments, and say don’t attend A&E unless life is 
threatened, or you’re seriously injured. Staff absences are 
affecting all supply chains. 
 
SWF’s Pharmacies have limited supplies of Lateral Flow Device 
(LFD) test kits for which a collect code is required, obtainable at: 
h t t p s : / / w w w. n h s . u k / c o n d i t i o n s / c o ro n a v i r u s - c o v i d -

19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-
symptoms/ . LFD kits are available at SWF Library, subject to 
supplies and deliveries. SWF Library is open: Tuesdays 0845-1900, 
Wednesdays 0845-1300, Thursdays & Fridays 0845-1730 & 
Saturdays 0900-1700. The online request service is operating, and 
delivery is promised in three days; if you’re able please go online 
at https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests . 
LFDs are quick and easy to use. PCR (polymerase chain reaction) 
tests are mainly for people with Covid symptoms. Free ones can 
be ordered/booked at https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or 
ringing 119 if you can’t use the online service.  
 
Covid Vaccination sessions are at Tylers Ride Vaccination Hub and 
elsewhere. It is best to make pre-arranged online appointments; 
walk-ins are accommodated from time to time subject to available 
supplies after allowing for all booked appointments increased by 
any DNAs; if you arrive unbooked when the Hub is open you will 
be told whether or not you can be jabbed. There are no walk-ins 
or vaccination sessions at Crouch Vale Medical Centre.   
 
Information about mass vaccination centres at Tylers Ride and all 
in Essex, including opening times, is at: https://eput.nhs.uk/news-
events/coronavirus/coronavirus-vaccine/ . Covid vaccinations can 
be booked online at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/ 
or on 119. Full information, including the ability to find a walk-in 
vaccination site, is at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-
covid-19-vaccination-site/ . 
 
Essex vaccination information is at: 
https://www.essexcovidvaccine.nhs.uk/ . 18-year-olds & older can 
have boosters 3 months after a 2nd dose; they should also wait at 
least 28 days after any Covid infection. 16 & 17-year-olds can get 
1st & 2nd jabs and at least 3 months after their 2nd jab can book 
boosters or attend walk-in centres. 12-15-year-olds are now being 
offered two doses. Most younger children will be vaccinated at 
school during school hours. Parents/Guardians of Children aged 5-
11, who are in a clinical risk group or live with someone who is 
immunosuppressed, will be invited to get the children a 1st dose 
and must wait for the NHS to contact them about this. 
 
Ring 999 for life-threatening emergencies. Ring 111 to book other 
A&E attendance slots at any time or for all other out of hours’ 
services. If you need to contact GPs at CVMC for non-urgent or 
other routine matters please don’t ring but email your practice 
greenwood.meds@nhs.net or kingsway.receptionist@nhs.net ; 
please don’t contact them about hospital appointments for which 
you have been referred but ring the Central Referral Service on 
0300 123 0771 or Broomfield Hospital Appointment Line on 
01245 123 0771 as the Practices can’t provide hospital 
appointment details.  
 
SWF Health & Social Care Group is working with the Town’s GPs 
& Pharmacists. Since March 2020 we’ve delivered over 10,100 
tasks. We provide health & social care support, information and 
signposting to patients & people in SWF and surrounds, especially 
those at risk, isolating, staying at home, and without local support. 
Information is on our website https://swfhealthsocial.co.uk/ . 
Contact us with queries on swfhealthsocial@outlook.com ; if you 
don’t have internet access leave a voicemail on 01245 322079 
which is monitored daily.  
 
Hands-Face-Space; stay safe, protect our NHS, save lives.  
 
 
 
 



FOCUS  Issue 1019

11www.facebook/swfocus          https://focuspp.com 

RECLAIM YOUR CONSERVATORY IN 2022! 
COMBAT RISING FUEL BILL AND REDUCE  

YOUR HOMES CARBON FOOTPRINT

Advertisement Feature

REMEMBER the pleasure of owning 
your brand-new conservatory, having 
that extra space you had longed for and 
dreamed of relaxing in the evening, as 
the sun went down... 
Those dreams have soon evaporated 
as the sun’s heat made the space too 
uncomfortable to sit in, with worse to 
come as winter approached. Noise of 
rain hitting the roof means you  
can hardly hear yourself speak and your 

conservatory becomes cold, damp and 
unhabitable. It is a common fact that 
most conservatories remain unused for 
up to six months of the year. With many 
of us spending more time working from 
home as a result of Covid-19 leading 
to excess rising fuel bills, insulating 
your conservatory has never been 
more prevalent, and help to achieve the 
governments net zero carbon emissions 
target by 2030. 

Greenoak Concept & Design’s 
Supalite Roof System is the answer, 
by transforming your conservatory 
into a space you can use all year round 
at a price you can afford. Our chosen 
system can be installed in just  
a few days. When 昀nished, your 
conservatory will be cooler in the 
summer and warmer in the winter, 
making it always accommodating. 
Supalite by Greenoak Concept & Design 
is an established brand and is a proven 
solution for changing your existing 
conservatory roof into a light weight 
insulated tiled conservatory roof. 

Supalite roofs are installed and 
guaranteed by Greenoak Concept 
& Design overseen by full Building 
Control by your Local Council and Jhai. 
Greenoaks chosen system has been 
designed to 昀t onto your existing 
window and door frames and already 
has over 2000 installations in place 
throughout the Country. 
You can get yourself prepared for the 
seasons that follow. With a choice of 
designs in a selection of tile and slate 
colours, matching fascia, sof昀ts and 
internal 昀nishes, a Greenoak Concept 
& Design installation will allow you to 
fall in love with your conservatory  
once again.

Your home is your sanctuary.  
Doesn’t it deserve the best?
Greenoak Concept & Design are an 
instantly welcoming, family-run team 
of home improvement experts with over 
45 years of industry experience.
Our friendly showroom is based in 
Westcliff-on-Sea, and our services 
cover the whole of Essex – from  
Great Wakering to South Woodham 
Ferrers. Our services also extend to 
Kent and London.
From ideas and design, to 昀tting and 
after-sales care, our goal is always the 
same. We combine your vision with  
our expertise, to help create your 
perfect home.

The most efficient insulated tiled roof system on the market 
today brought to you by Greenoak Concept & Design

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

01702 238 938
www.greenoakcompany.co.uk
SHOWROOM: 96 BRIDGWATER DRIVE, WESTCLIFF-ON -SEA, ESSEX SS0 0DH

Create a room 
for all seasons
by simply changing your 
conservatory roof. 

• Energy Efficient and reduces  
heat loss by up to 58%

• Insulating improves your  
homes EPC rating

• Soundproofing that helps 
eliminate noise pollution

• Reduces your homes carbon 
footprint

• High quality plastered internal 
finish with a selection of lighting 
options 

• Choice of roof tile colours

• Keeps your conservatory snug in 
winter and cool in the summer

WINDOWS • DOORS • CONSERVATORY REFURBISHMENTS • WALL CLADDING

Is your conservatory too cold in the winter? And too hot 
in the summer? Then insulate now before it’s too late!

Change your conservatory roof 
to a tiled Supalite roof! FREE  

LED SPOTLIGHT 
PACK*

Before

After

*T&Cs Apply:  
Ask in Store for more details

JANUARY SALE 
NOW ON

20% 
Discount on all orders*

UP TO

with all bookings  
made in January 

T&Cs apply

 Feature
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John  Whittingdale MP - Constituency Surgeries 
  

Held in Burnham on Crouch, Maldon, South Woodham 
Ferrers & Stock  

  
To book an appointment - 

Ring the Constituency Office - 01621 855663 or  
Email: office@maldonconservatives.org 

  
If you would like to contact John Whittingdale, to 

ask for help, to set out your views, or to receive his
newsletter, please get in touch.   

Post to: Rt. Hon. John Whittingdale OBE MP 
House of Commons, London. SW1A OAA 

e: john.whittingdale.mp@parliament.uk 
t: 01621 855663 for Surgery Appointments 

www.johnwhittingdale.org.uk

YOUR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

      John Whittingdale 
OBE MP

www.facebook.com/swfocus 
Don’t forget to like our page and share to all your friends

we have a tax solution to suit you!

Call us today!
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The Garden Where 
Many Things Happen 

 
  
 
Garden, a wonderful garden 
 
A garden which has many abilities 
 
Beauty, memories and nightmares 
 
  
 
Beauty. 
 
Which many things have, but this one, is very different. 
 
The Japanese’s Garden, 
 
with a dragon and a red little bridge, 
 
where the children go and play. 
 
The Elegant Pond. 
 
Where you can get away from the troubles you have, 
 
To the calm and peaceful fish who play around. 
 
  
 
Memories. 
 
The Arbour. 
 
Where you sit with your friends and talk for hours. 
 
Where you walk down the little walkway with the bee’s, 
 
nibbling on the flowers. 
 
The Green House. 
 
Where seeds bloom and where the birds, 
 
sit on top of and sing their hearts out. 
 
  
 
Nightmares… 
 
The North East of the garden... 
 
The abandoned shed where memories were made. 
 
The bins where the cats have fun 
 
The walkway where the foxes run around. 
 
The Heavens... 
 
Where the herons dive down for food, 
 
Where the monsters kill the peace 
 
Where the bird, the Garden owners dread… 
 
  
This is a real place, a place I call home, 
 
A place where many people call home, 
 
Where many people live and still make memories to this 
day… 
 
  
 
By Ruby Davis 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Ruby Davis, who is 12 years old, was asked for her English 
homework to write a poem about a place she found beautiful, she 
chose her grandparents garden. She wrote this poem and it 
actually made her grandad cry.  I hope it makes your day Ruby! 
Carry on the good work.- Ed



Brian Billins was the speaker for our January meeting with a talked titled Smugglers 
of Essex. Brian who is from Stanford-Le Hope does several different talks. This talk was 
part one of the story of the early days of smuggling. 
 
Brian started off by reading a poem by Rudyard Kipling. He told us that Essex derives 
from two words East Saxons.He also told us that Essex has the longest coastline but 
this is disputed by Cornwall. 
 
Smuggling went back to the 13th century when there were high taxes on wool. Owling 
was a term used when working through the night like an owl. In 1683 wool, candles, 
soap and bricks were the most popular items to be smuggled. There were Riding 
Officers and coastal inshore boatman. 
 
It was a dangerous time and In 1723 two hundred people were injured and six have 
been murdered by smugglers, Gangs operated like armies. Smugglers were fined and often 
imprisoned. Goods worth £49,000 were smuggled which is worth 3 million in todays money. Tea 
became as expensive as gold which is why tea caddies had locks. Tobacco was purchased at 3d a pound and resold at a one 
shilling and three pence. Gin was the most popular drink to be smuggled and was known as mothers ruin. On the Essex coast there 
was so much gin that people cleaned their windows with it. French brandy was bought at one shilling and six pence and sold at 
£1. We learnt that an anger is the name for a barrel containing four and a half gallons. Playing cards were also heavily taxed. 
 
We learnt lots of interesting facts such as In 1797 The Blackwater canal opened. In 1809 there were 45 custom cutters and they 
operated in rowing boats. In 1829 The Coast Guard was formed and by 1850 there was 6,000 men. Harwich, Maldon and 
Colchester were the designated ports. Sub ports were Epping and Hainault. 
 
It was a very interesting and enjoyable talk. After the talk we had tea and cakes and a trade stall selling unwanted Christmas Gifts. 
We also voted on which resolution we wanted to put through. 
 
As Club Woodham supply the tea and coffee and we use their cups, we now have a surplus of thirty cups and saucers which we 
would like to give to another organisation or charity. If anyone is interested please contact Sue Onslow by email tonslow@aol.com 
 
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 23rd February at 7pm for a 7.15pm start at the Function room at Club Woodham. Our speaker 
is Jonathon Shaw with a talk titled Managing Pain. We will be having a trade stall selling books and jigsaw puzzles and we would 
be grateful for books and puzzles to sell. If anyone would like to join us just come along, you will get a very warm welcome. 
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Articles & Reports - email to wendy@focuspp.com

Millwood 
 WI January Report 

Brian Billins
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Happy Valentines to my 
soulmate xx

Happy Valentines

 WI Report
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LOVE IS IN THE AIR 

 
Recently,  I noticed a huge heart drawn and coloured in with 
biro, on the back of a teenager’s hands. I went out for coffee 
with a couple of friends and the café’s whole front window 
was decorated with hearts. I also attended a lunch where the 
cards for table numbers had 4 hearts pressed out on the side, 
they looked very pretty. I certainly began to think ‘Love is in 
the Air’ – what’s going on?                                                                             
 
Funnily enough this theme of love seems to be everywhere, 
restaurants promoting ‘The most heart-shaped day of the 
year’, florists advertising ‘book your flowers early’, 
supermarkets with whole shelves dedicated to gifts of love – 
chocolates, heart shaped balloons, little mementos saying ‘I 
Love You’. Then it became clear as I saw hosts of cards with 
hearts, flowers and sentiments of love…. Yes!!! You’ve 
guessed it was all for VALENTINES DAY. 
 
I remember in my teens having a very long scarf, someone 
sent me a card that said ‘I love you as long as your scarf.’  I 
never did find out who it was from, maybe he was rich, 
famous and wonderfully handsome, but hey!  That’s life. 
 
LOVE IS IN THE AIR – Actually love is in the air in one form or 
another all the time, let me explain. I am reminded of three 
Greek words, outlining three kinds of love, there are more but 
let me expand on these.   
 
EROS – This is a romantic, passionate love, a sense of being 
in love or loving someone, Valentine’s Day celebrates this in 
many ways. 
 
PHILIA – Often translated as ‘brotherly love’. Affectionate 
regard, friendship usually between equals. Love between 
parents and children. Love between friends as close as 
siblings in strength, who share common values, interests and 
activities. It is a dispassionate pure love. 
 
AGAPE – God’s unconditional love, that exists regardless of us 
or our circumstances. It is the greatest of all the types of love. 
This love is amazing, powerful and strong. God proved it by 
sending His Son Jesus to this earth to die for us so we may 
know forgiveness, freedom, joy, peace and of course His 
wonderful love in our lives every day. This is the most 
incredible love of all time.  GOD’S LOVE NEVER FAILS-1 
Corinthians. 13 

  
SWF Christian Council 
 

-#(#%%$) //

 Church News

The Barns, Crows Lane, 
Woodham Ferrers CM3 8RR

01245 324437 

Your Pet Is Our Priority
An independent veterinary practice 
based in Woodham Ferrers, set in 
open countryside with a large client 
only car park.
 
You can be assured that Katherine and 
her team will provide the very best 
care for your beloved pets in a 
warm and friendly environment.
 
Visit and like our Facebook page 
or go to our website for 
information on regular offers, 
yearly health plans and 
much more. 
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LEGENDARY ESSEX BAND RELEASES FIRST ALBUM IN 21 YEARS 
 

VETERAN British rhythm’n’blues band Automatic Slim have just released their first new album in 
two decades. 
 
“Down by the Waterside” (Caro 001) showcases a mixture of new original songs and r’n’b favourites 
the Essex-based band have played across a 40-year career which has seen Slim play more than 
3,500 live shows across the UK and occasionally into continental Europe. 
 
It’s the first new recording since 2001 by the band – Burnham frontman Tim Aves, Bradwell guitarist 
Ian Cundy, Braintree drummer Don Moore and bassman Howard J Bills, who lived in Witham until 
recently. The CD was recorded at Rooks Yard Studio, in the Essex Delta, largely before the first 
lockdown, then completed in the autumn of 2021. In addition to the band, the CD also features 
contributions by award-winning blues guitarist Joel Fisk (Hokie Joint/LaVendore Rogue/Tim Aves 
& WOLFPACK), piano player Carleton Van Selman (Mojo Preachers) and up-and-coming Maldon 
singer Holly Hallam. 
 
The 13 tracks on “Down by the Waterside” include new original songs, including “Caroline (Under the Covers)”  a tribute to the legendary 
radio station, several titles by Dr Feelgood legend Wilko Johnson, plus the band’s unique take on a number classic blues and rock’n’roll 
tunes. 
 
The CD is out now and available at gigs and from the band’s website www.automaticslim.org  Downloads will also be available shortly 
from the usual platforms. 
 
“We’re thrilled to bits with the way the album has turned out,” said Tim. “Although the band stopped gigging regularly in 1999, we’ve 
continued to play a few gigs each year. 
However, our last album was way back in 
2001. That one’s been out of print for years, 
so it’s great to be getting our music out 
there again. There’s been a LOT of interest 
in this project. It’s amazing really that people 
still want to hear what we’re doing after all 
these years.” 
 
For information, contact Tim Aves at 
timaves1@gmail.com, call him on 07979 
601197 or visit www.automaticslim.org 

South Woodham Ferrers 
Branch Meetings 

 
The Royal British Legion (S.W.F. Branch) will 
be having a Branch Meeting on Thursday 
3rd March, in the Small Hall at the Village 
Hall. There will be NO Meeting on Thursday 
7th April, but thereafter the Meetings will 
continue as usual on the first Thursday of 
each month, starting at 8.00pm. 
 
We would like to recruit new members, to 
enable us to continue with our fund raising 
for the Royal British Legion. The money 
raised goes to fund the help given by the 
Royal British Legion, to serving and retired 
servicemen and women and their families, 
who are in need.  
 
We are proud to say that over the last few 
years we have raised nearly £20,000 per 
year, and we would love to be able to 
continue to do so. Could you help us to do 
so by joining us? 
 
Our Chairman Charles Porth is happy to 
answer any questions you may have. He can 
be reached on 01245 320779 
 
 



16

FOCUS  Issue 1019

We print and deliver leaflets locally- call now on 01245 323130 

Over to you...
 Letter’s Page

A few letters that were sent to Mr Stephen Robinson as suggested 
in issue 1018 by WIG 
 
I have just sent the following e.mail to Stephen Robinson, Leader 
of Chelmsford City Council with a copy to John Whittingdale. 
 
"There has been much discussion locally regarding the proposal 
to build a large number of houses in South Woodham Ferrers just 
north of the Burnham road (B1012) and also the proposals 
regarding the changes to the existing roads in the area. 
  
I moved in to South Woodham in 1982 and have watched the 
town and surrounding areas increase in size considerably since 
that time. More recently, the expansion on the ‘ Dengie Peninsular 
‘ has grown massively with the huge number of new houses being 
built in Maldon together with growth in 
Southminster,Burnham,Latchingdon and proposed new houses 
for Bicknacre. 
  
I have witnessed a considerable increase in the local traffic 
resulting in delays not only during the morning and evening rush 
hours, but also at other times of the day particularly along the 
B1012 around South Woodham.  
  
It is quite clear to see that with the continuing development not 
only locally, but specifically in South Woodham, that we are 
heading for total gridlock on the B1012 and also other roads 
within South Woodham as drivers try to find alternative routes to 
avoid the congestion. The pollution risk must not be under 
estimated with a primary school lying next to the B1012. 
  
I have not met anyone who is in support of the new arrangements 
being proposed, in fact everyone I have spoken to is totally 
against the scheme. 
  
I would encourage CCC to re-consider the whole scheme in light 
of the feeling of total opposition not only in South Woodham but 
also apparently from surrounding villages. " 
 
If we are to stand any chance of avoiding major problems in the 
near future, I suggest as many Focus readers as possible also 
register their concerns with these two gentlemen. 
 
A concerned resident. 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Robinson 
 
I have just read your reply to the Woodham Infrastructure Group 
where legitimate concerns, raised by them, were dismissed by 
yourself where you cite the local referendum. Your statement that 
the Neighbourhood Plan had been backed by local residents, and 
thus justified all that was in it, is misleading to say the least. You 
must know that had the referendum included the choice of 
whether the development should proceed, the answer would 
have an overwhelming NO. The only reason there was a yes vote 
was because local councillors informed us, in local publications, 
on social media and in many other ways that they would get more 
funds allocated to them with a yes vote. A no vote, they said, 
would not change the decision to build the new houses. 
 
In my 39 years of residency in SWF it was the most vocal 
campaign I could remember. 
 
Please let me enlighten you with my reason for not wanting the 
Burnham Road overburdened. My house backs on to this road 

BURNHAM ROAD (B1012) UPDATE ISSUE 1018

and is one mile from Shaw Farm roundabout. Pre covid the traffic 
was stationary every morning around eight o'clock, yes, a whole 
mile tail back. With the new proposed changes, will this jam 
reduce in duration or length? Of course not. It will get much, much 
worse. Why should my family have to breath in traffic fumes day in 
day out? Are there not regulations to prevent traffic pollution in 
domestic areas? 
 
In conclusion I would like to recommend that you write to the 
W.I.G. to explain that claiming a mandate, where none exists, is a 
tactic unworthy of any politician that desires to be respected. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Frederick Knighton 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Robinson, 
 
I see many letters and comments on the new development for 
South Woodham Ferrers and proposals/suggestions for halting 
the progress of, or even preventing this crazy scheme, but not one 
person has responded to my previous suggestion for a carbon 
monoxide measuring device to be sited at Woodlands Primary 
School. 
 
I believe this simple step would take the development clean off 
the drawing board as the high carbon monoxide emissions would 
be totally unacceptable.  The whole plan would be deemed illegal 
and buried deep once and for all. 
 
I look forward to hearing your comments.   
 
Thankyou. 
 
Judith Grayson  (Elm Road)   
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Cllr Robinson, 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan although approved by a number of 
residents of SWF, the approval was given with the disgust at the 
lack of infrastructure and expectation that common sense will 
prevail.  Please read all Comments on the Portal.  The hope is that 
CCC and Essex Highway will see sense, fund or insist Developers 
contribute to adequate infrastructure.  The B1012 is the main 
artery taking traffic to/from the Dengie Peninsular through SWF.  
Residents were urged to give our approval in order to for our Town 
to obtain funding and authority to have a say in developments of 
our town, I trust by SWF residents giving approval to NP this is not 
misconstrued as carte blanche approval.  Were we pushed into a 
corner? 
 
You proclaim and sold the Plan as ‘green’ but the Plan will create 
traffic congestion and this will be far from healthy environment 
and green.  Currently there are no direct trains from SWF to 
London and commuters are driving to Wickford, and likely to 
continue in the foreseeable future. 
 
Politics is a dirty game and I think this scenario is a case in point.  
Yours, 
 
P. Sherwood 
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PanPan Phoebe’s Pantry 
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Garolla garage doors are strong and 
solidly built. They’re made to measure in 
our own UK factories. The electric Garolla 
door rolls up vertically taking up only 8 
inches inside your garage. 
Our expert installers will fit your new 
door and take away the old one so there’s 
no mess. 

Give us a call today and we’ll come 
and measure up completely Free. 

APPROVEDOnly £895 for 
a fully fitted 
electric door.
Gotta get a Garolla.

GOTTA GET A GAROLLA

CALL US TODAY 

www.garolla.co.uk

MOBILE

WAS £1,354 
INC VAT£895

NOW ONLY

WHAT’S INCLUDED WITH EVERY DOOR:

FREE EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING

TWO REMOTE CONTROLS

ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION

��������� �� 21 �������

FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR

0��3� 1�9 128

����� ����� ��� �������� �� 
�� 2�6� ���� � ���� 2 
������ ��������� ���� 
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01621 880 039
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Registered Charity No 1048974          RIBI No 1471 District 1240    www.swfrotaryclub.co.uk  
 

The Rotary Club 
of 

South Woodham Ferrers 
                                                                      

Take the Plunge & Make a Splash in 2022 
In aid of Charity 

 

 
 
It is not too late to enter a team or teams in the 18th Swimarathon being staged by the 
Rotary Club of South Woodham Ferrers. It commences on Friday 11h March and runs until the 
afternoon of Sunday 13th March at the South Woodham Ferrers Leisure Centre Swimming pool, 
Trinity Square. 

The cash raised will help Rainbow Trust and Barrow Farm Riding for the Disabled, Rotary 
Charitable Trust and those charities as requested by the swimmers. 

Organisations who put a team in and gain sponsorship for their swim can claim back 25% of it for 
their registered charity providing it is declared in the team sheet. 
The most important thing is that it is fun. It could be a family event or people of any age getting 
together to form a team. You can even renew your interest in swimming for fitness. It could be a team 
from your work or your club, church or school. 

 “At the end of the day a lot of people get satisfaction actually raising money for special events.” 

If you want to take part log onto the Rotary Club’s website www.swfswimarathon.co.uk team entry 
page to enter a team. After checking the time slots available on the page you can enter your teams 
direct from the website or contact us via the “contact us” button on the web page.                 

DAY RESPITE 
CENTRE/ ACTIVITY 

GROUP IN  
SOUTH WOODHAM 

FERRERS 
Do you care for someone who is 
elderly, frail, who’s lonely or isolated 
has dementia or memory problems, 
or a carer that needs a break once a 
week for time to yourself? 
    
 Action for Family Carers run a Day 
centre/Activity group at Champions 
Manor Hall south Woodham Ferrer’s 
every Friday from 10am to 3 pm 
there is a cooked two course lunch 
included. 
  
 Our trained Care Assistants will look 
after your loved one while you get a 
much needed break. 
  
 We have lots of activities going on 
all day – we have a range of Physical 
activities while having fun and 
socialising, and Mind and Memory 
activities to stimulate different parts 
of the brain. 
  
 We have volunteers’ help at the 
group enable us to provide a varied 
programme of events, and most 
importantly of all we have lots of fun 
and laughter! 
 
 To book a Free Taster session, and 
for more information availability 
please contact Lisa Whiteley on 
03007 708090 or visit 
www.affc.org.uk or email 
care@affc.org.uk 

! !

!

 
Last ISSUE 

CAPTION CORNER

Pauline Stanley 
Can you get rid of this fly, my tail will not 
reach 
 
Christine Conway 
Does my bum look big in this pose? 
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Every fortnight, we have a more 
personal view, alternating between 

Mayor Councillor Murrough O’Brien 
and Deputy Mayor Councillor Bob 
Massey, providing insight and 
interpretation to activities of the 
Town Council and the community 
of South Woodham Ferrers. 
 

Christmas seems so far away now, 
which was effectively when I wrote my 

last Focus column. I missed the deadline 
in January due to being unwell with 

seasonal delights, like most of us were. I admit I am no fan of winter 
anymore; when people talk about the snow and fun up Radar Hill, 
yeah, I do think back to the glory days on the slopes (and ending 
up in the brambles and barbed wire at the bottom of the black run) 
before global warming was a phrase and the big snows came in 
February. As I’ve matured, I’ve become more concerned about 
slipping over on compacted ice. 
 
I’m glad we all made it through. By the time of my next column, we 
will be well into March and celebrating sunset after 6 pm along 
with the refresh that Spring brings.  Not that this refresh is going to 
be all daffodils and ducklings. Looming price hikes across the 
board are already hitting us all.  This is one peak we cannot flatten, 
and we are still on the ascent at base camp 4. 
 
Your Town Council is no different. In January, I chaired our annual 
‘set the precept’ (the local South Woodham Ferrers element of 
your Council Tax) meeting of the full Town Council. This is always a 
lively meeting; not on par with some of the venomous arguments 
that sometimes occur at the council tiers above us, but the 
fundamental fiscal rules and rationale still apply. When suppliers 
put up their costs for supplying the council with a product or 
service, we either must reduce the number of services we provide 
or raise more revenue. 
 
Even with a drastic cost-cutting exercise and reducing the amount 
of money we ‘put aside’ for things we know we may need to fix, 
update or repair, we were still faced with a budget that has already 
increased by more than 5%. After some healthy debate, with 
almost every councillor expressing an opinion, we agreed a 2% 
rise on the local council tax (about 4p per week per Band D house) 
and like last year, we decided to fund the remaining balance by 
drawing on our reserves. Our Town Council finances are still 
relatively healthy, but over the last two years, we have obviously 
had to draw on our reserves, so they are not as healthy as they were 
two years ago. Like all of us, the Town Council is going to have to 
tighten its belt and stick to its budgets. 
 
Of course, we must also balance expenditure with other forecasted 
income (predominantly from Champions Manor Hall) and CMH has 
been at the front line of volatile revenues for the past 2 years.  We 
have had to make some tough calls on the hire of CMH facilities. 
I’m not particularly pleased with some of these calls that were 
thrusted upon us and would like to sincerely apologise to all those 
regular hirers who have had their bookings cancelled. Our issue 
stemmed from the fact that under COVID rules, the full Town 
Council and committee meetings could no longer meet in the 
small conference rooms upstairs, and from last May, council 
business had to take place face to face (The temporary law that 
allowed us to conduct on-line meetings using Zoom expired on 
the 7th of May 2021). We were left with no choice but to 
commandeer one of the two large halls for this purpose. 
 
Our staff worked tirelessly to come up with a plan that caused the 
minimum amount of disruption to as few hirers as possible, the 
result of which, council meetings were switched from Tuesdays to 
Wednesdays. This in turn caused availability problems for our City 
Councillors, as Chelmsford City Council predominantly conducts 
its councillor business on Wednesdays. It’s been painful, with some 
meetings just being quorate. We have councillors, staff and their 
families on the vulnerable list, and health & safety is paramount. 
 

We are planning to move our meetings back to Tuesdays, 
hopefully, some from April/May.  I personally believe that full Town 
Council meetings (6 per year) may need to remain in one of the 
halls, especially if our residents turn up to ask questions of us, 
something all councillors openly encourage and support. 
However, some of the committee meetings should soon be 
moving back upstairs. The unknown one is always the monthly 
Planning Meeting. Most of the planning meetings are routine, and 
not the most exciting of discussions, but every now and then, a 
planning application comes before the Town Council which 
attracts many residents who wish to be heard. Hopefully, we can 
balance the needs and adjust the dates to minimise any 
disruption. 
 
We have Queen’s platinum “Jubilee” celebrations coming in early 
June and I hope to report on what the Village Hall and the Town 
Council are going to offer in an upcoming issue. Friends of William 
De Ferrers have their summer fayre on the 18th of June, so if you 
are planning your long overdue summer holidays and feel like 
being a part of the local fun, please make June your staycation 
month. 
 
Work on replacing the current, worn-out bowling green surface 
should be starting in the next month or so and we hope this may 
attract previous and new players to the Bowls Club. It secures a 
‘Bowls England approved’ league quality surface for at least the 
next 10 years and maybe even more. A nice new outdoor bowling 
surface should be a joy to play on and the line “the underlying grit 
is scratching my shiny bowls” should be heard no more. 
 
That’s three columns now where we have not mentioned 
development or new houses. Can we make it four? If you see me 
out and about around town, and there is some local issue on your 
mind, please stop me and let me know all about it.   
 
Oh, and keep an eye out for our annual town meeting in early 
March. This is your chance to come along to the meeting, hear 
what we’ve accomplished (and perhaps where we can do more) 
and raise any questions in a Q&A session. 
 
Until next time, Murrough. 

 Town Talk

COUNCIL COMMITS  
TO MORE PUBLIC  
OPEN SPACES 

Chelmsford City Council’s Cabinet has agreed a decision to 
protect and expand public open spaces. Under the updated 
policy, the council will not allow any land designated as public 
open space to be used for any other purpose.  
 
More areas of wildlife habitat will be created in and around 
Chelmsford and South Woodham Ferrers. Existing landscapes and 
open spaces will also be protected. The council will prioritise 
ensuring that public open spaces are clean, safe and easily 
accessible to all residents.  
 
Steps will be taken to improve the environmental quality, 
attractiveness and recreational potential of public spaces, rivers 
and waterways. This is specified in 
the council’s Action Plan to tackle the 
Climate & Ecological Emergency.  
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CHRISTMAS RETURNS TO RETTENDON LODGE 
 

A fabulous fun evening for the Bowls Club delayed Christmas dinner–the return of turkey, Christmas Pud and poppers was a 
welcome excitement in those dull days of February.  Held as early as possible after the restrictions of DRY January!!  
 
A Christmas based quiz set by Tom and Barbara Mills was an opportunity to tax the memory cells and was perfect for getting 
people talking – bringing out the competitive spirit of our members!  
 
Presentations of trophies from the competitions of 2021 and a fabulous raffle with hampers prepared by Helen and Ian Williams 
included donations from club members – many were hoping to win the HUGE bottle of whisky. 
 
Much enjoyed by everyone – many  thanks to Rettendon Lodge for looking after us so well. 
 
Christabell Wood    01245 320600 
South Woodham Ferrers Bowls Club 
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 Elmwood Primary School!
Guys Farm Road   !

South Woodham Ferrers   !
Essex  !

        CM3 5NB!
                                                                                                 Telephone:  01245 321301  !

Headteacher:  Mrs Helen Shaw   B.Ed (Hons)!
!
"#!$%&&#'()*!+,-#!,!.#/!0123(31'2!,-,3),4)#5!!
"#"!$%&&'(!)**%*+',+!!!!
-.,./'0!$%&&'(!)**%*+',+!
!

6,),&*7!81$,)!91-#&':#'(!;,*!6$,)#!<!

!

"#!,&#!)11=3'>!(1!,0013'(!#'(+%23,2(3$!,'?!+,&?/1&=3'>!,00)3$,'(2!.1&!(+#!

:3??,*!,2232(,'(!&1)#2!/+1!+,-#!,'!3'(#&#2(!3'!/1&=3'>!,'?!2%001&(3'>!1%&!

$+3)?&#'!1-#&!)%'$+(3:#25!!

!

@+#!2%$$#22.%)!$,'?3?,(#!/3))7!

A! +,-#!,!',(%&,)!,43)3(*!(1!$1::%'3$,(#!/3(+B!,'?!#'(+%2#B!*1%'>!

0#10)#!C,>#?!DE<<F!

A! 4#!,4)#!(1!/1&=!$1'.3?#'()*!1'!(+#3&!1/'!3'3(3,(3-#!,'?!4#!,!(#,:!

0),*#&5!

!

@+#!'1&:,)!+1%&2!1.!?%(*!/3))!4#!<G7HH0:!I!<7<G0:!J1'?,*!(1!K&3?,*5!!

"#!+,-#!-,&31%2!?,*2!,-,3),4)#5!!

!

L'!,00)3$,(31'!0,$=!$1'(,3'3'>!,!?#(,3)#?!M14!?#2$&30(31'!,'?!M14!20#$3.3$,(31'!

$,'!4#!2#'(!(1!*1%!1'!&#N%#2(5!;)#,2#!#:,3)!!"#$$%&'()**+,-./**'!.1&!:1&#!
?#(,3)25!

!!!

!

@+32!012(!/3))!4#!2%4M#$(!(1!2,(32.,$(1&*!&#.#&#'$#2!,'?!,'!#'+,'$#?!OP6!

$+#$=5!Q):/11?!;&3:,&*!6$+11)!32!$1::3((#?!(1!0&1(#$(3'>!(+#!2,.#(*!,'?!

/#).,&#!1.!,))!$+3)?&#'!,'?!#R0#$(2!,))!2(,..!,'?!-323(1&2!(1!?1!(+#!2,:#5!!

!

 

£25  
per 1000

Your leaflet 
delivered 

FROM 

plus vat

 

48%  

From cards to flyers, menus, & leaflets we can deliver them all  
door to door in South Woodham Ferrers, Burnham & Danbury.

 

71%   79%

 

48%  

of consumers 
either visited a 
shop, sent for 

 information, or 
bought a product, 
having received a 

leaflet through their 
letterbox

of those questioned 
said they found free 
samples delivered 
through their letter-
boxes useful: 66% 
said the same for 

supermarket offers, 
62% for money off 
coupons and 47% 

for new product 
leaflets.

of recipients keep, 
pass on or glance at 

leaflet distribution 
items.

of consumers 
 responded to a 

 leaflet, compared 
to 47% for direct 

marketing, 47% for 
television & 60% 

for press 
 advertising.

TEL: 01245 32 68 99 

Email:  louise@focusdistribution.uk 
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Billboard adverts email wendy@focuspp.com 

 Billboard

 
BIRD TABLE 
HAND BUILT TO THE HIGHEST QUALITY, 
TREATED WOOD AND PAINTED  CUPRINOL GREEN , 
ALL SCREWED NO NAILS ( BRAND NEW ) 
£85  07712790594 ( SWF ) BUYER COLLECTS  
 
BOYS WILLIAM DE FERRERS BLAZER 
WORN FOR 1 MONTH SO IS IN EXCELLENT CONDITION. SIZE 33. 
£15. 07897563736 
 
MY GENERATION GIRL DOLLS FOR SALE. 
OVER £200 WORTH OF ACCESSORIES. LOTS OF OUTFITS & A 
CHAIR. £50 ONO 07897563736 
 
NEXTBASE 412 GW DASH CAM  
LATEST FIRMWARE UPDATED: 1440P 
GPS LOCATION, MIC: 3" SCREEN WI-FI:140 ° VIEWING ANGLE 
USB 2.0; G SENSOR: CONTINUOUS LOOP RECORDING. 
PLUG INTO CIGARETTE LIGHTER: SCREEN MOUNT 
MICRO SD CARD REQUIRED FOR RECORDING. 
FULL SPEC FROM NEXTBASE WEB. 
PRICE ONLY £60 OVNO. TEL OR TEXT 078 987 95227 
 
CB ,RADIO OUTSIDE ANTENNAS X 3  
NOT MICKEY MOUSE ONES ,HARDLY USED! TOTAL COST £395 , 

WILL ACCEPT £60 FOR QUICK SALE. NEED ROOM.  
TEL:- 07765579091 
 
BLACK GLASS OVAL TV STAND  
GOOD CONDITION. JUST NEED GONE £5 07780698467 
 
PINE WARDROBE  
AND CHEST OF DRAWS. FAIR CONDITION. COULD BE RUN 
DOWN AN PAINTED £40 ONO 07780698467 
 
CURRY'S ESSENTIALS 
 UNDER THE COUNTER FREESTANDING DISHWASHER FOR SALE. 
60CM WIDE, 12 PLACE SETTING. GOOD CONDITION CLEAN 
WORKING ORDER, £50 BUYER COLLECTS. 01245 699830 
 
MAMIA  
COMPACT HIGHCHAIR, EXCELLENT CONDITION, BOXED. £10. 
MISTRAL CORDLESS STAINLESS STEEL HOT TRAY 60X20CM 
BOXED £10. 1 WHEEL CLAMP £10.  TEL. 01245 321562. 
 
SUPER DRY , MEN LARGE ZIP UP BLACK JACKETS X5. ALL 
HAVE DIFFERENT COLOUR SUPER DRY STITCHING, GOOD 
CONDITION, £60 THE LOT, PUT ON A BIT OF WEIGHT !  
TEL:- 07765578091. 
 

   WANTED  
ALL  

CARS/VANS/4X4/CLASSICS 
MOTORBIKES  

WANTED FOR CASH FROM  
£250-£30,000 

Instant Bank Transfer  
 ALL DVLA DOCS DEALT WITH 

SAMEDAY  
COLLECTION WITH OR 

WITHOUT MOT  
 

RUNNING OR NOT WE WILL BUY  
LOCAL BASED TRUSTED COMPANY 

   
07881 535 245

£ £
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CHAMPIONS MANOR HALL 
The Town Council office can be contacted on 01245 321 817 or via the Contact Us form on the 
Town Council’s website at www.southwoodhamferrerstc.gov.uk The office is open to members 
of the public, by appointment only. 
 
CRISP RECYCLING SCHEME 
This is no longer running at Champions Manor Hall due to a change in collection regulations. 
The nearest collection point is the Library at Trinity Square. 
 
CHAMPIONS MANOR HALL OPEN FOR BOOKINGS 
Please call Paul on 01245 429 442 or email paul@southwoodhamferrerstc.gov.uk to check 
availability. Party prices start from £65 and there is a discount scheme for regular hirers. We 
look forward to hearing from you. 
 
CHAT A WHILE BENCH 
The Town Councils have placed a plaque on a bench at Millennium Place to encourage 
residents to talk to one another and help combat loneliness.  
Loneliness is a key issue in all communities, and this is a way for people to feel they have a 
safe place to talk to others. 
If you see anyone sitting on the bench and have some spare time even for a few moments, 
please sit and chat a while as it really can change someone's day. 
 

 
 
 
WELCOME TO THE NEW ENVIRONMENT SUPPORT OFFICER (ESO) 
The Town council have a new employee who you will see walking around every weekday 
morning keeping our lovely Town clean and tidy. If you see him out and about give him a 
friendly hello. 
 

 
YOUTH CLUB 
We would love to restart the Youth Club when circumstances permit and 
are looking for volunteers to help if you are interested please e-mail 
elaine@southwoodhamferrerstc.gov.uk or telephone 01245 429 445. 
 
 
 

LITTER PICK 
Thank you to the volunteers and Deborah from Asda that attended the Litter pick on Sunday 
6th February 22. Another successful event. If you are interested in volunteering on the next 
Litter Pick event please join the Facebook group SWF Litter Pickers or call the office 01245 
321817. 
 
 
COUNCILLOR VACANCY 
Interested in working for the future of the Town and representing your community? 
A Councillor co -option vacancy is available now in the Chetwood Ward. Applications close 28th 
February 2022. 
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For more information and an application form please call the office on 01245 321817, 
download from the website or visit the Town Council office at Champions Manor Hall 
Community Centre Hullbridge Road South Woodham Ferrers Essex CM3 5LJ. 
 
 
CLIMATE & ECOLOGICAL FOCUS GROUP 
The next meeting is scheduled for 21st February 2022 at 7.30pm. This will be on zoom and to 
join please call the office 01245 321817 or check the Facebook page for joining details. Cllr 
Rose Moore will be a guest speaker discussing Climate Change and the Environment. 
 
 

Forthcoming Town Council Meetings 
 
If you intend to attend the meetings below, please call the office to register attendance so we 
can monitor numbers and follow current government guidelines.   
 
 

Day Date and Time at Champions Manor Hall Committee 
Wednesday 23rd February 2022 at 7.30pm Planning Meeting 

 
Wednesday 2nd March 2022 at 8.00pm Annual Town 

Meeting 
Wednesday 09th March 2022 at 8.00pm Council Meeting 

 
Wednesday 16th March 2022 at 7.30pm Environment 

Meeting 
Wednesday 23rd March at 7.30pm Leisure Meeting 

 
 
  
 
SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS TOWN MAYOR 
To find out if the Town Mayor, Councillor Murrough O’Brien is available to attend your event, 
please contact the office on 01245 321 817 or email elaine@southwoodhamferrertstc.gov.uk 
 
USEFUL CONTACTS 
To report streetlamps not working, overgrown vegetation, potholes etc. please contact  
Essex County Council at https://www.essexhighways.org/tell-us/report-all-issues.aspx 
 
To report a missed waste/recycling collection etc, please contact Chelmsford City Council at 
https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/bins-and-recycling/ 
 
For bus timetables, please contact First Bus at 
https://www.firstgroup.com/essex/plan-journey/timetables/ 
 
CONTACT US 
To speak to a member of the Town Council staff, please use the contact us form on our 
website at https://www.southwoodhamferrerstc.gov.uk/contactus 
or telephone the Town Council office on 01245 321 817 where we will be pleased to assist. 

 Council News
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COVID - WHERE ARE WE NOW? The decision to get rid of all the Covid 
rules has been described by 'experts' as either 'very brave or very stupid' 
and, more sceptically, as  'more about politics than science.' 
On the positive side the worst case scenarios have failed to materialise 
and the NHS is coping well thus far with the 'winter pressures'. That said, 
Nick Triggle, writing for the BBC, takes stock: "Nonetheless, there are also 
grounds for caution. Infection levels remain high. And the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS) monitoring programme suggests they may even 
be rising again, with about one out of every 19 people in England testing 
positive last week. 
 
Coupled with this is the rise of a sub-variant of Omicron, BA.2, thought to 
be even more transmissible than the version, first identified in South Africa, 
that caused the Christmas surge. BA.2 now accounts for an estimated one 
out of every six infections - a proportion that is growing every week. 
 
This is one of the reasons Prof Paul Hunter, an expert in infectious disease, 
at the University of East Anglia, was surprised by the announcement on 
self-isolation. "At some point, it is going to be the case that all remaining 
restrictions are dropped, including the need to self-isolate, though I 
certainly didn't expect that to happen this month," he says. Prof Hunter 
would have preferred to wait a little bit longer to see what happens with 
infections and the sub-variant." 
 
My concern is that this policy gives the public the impression that 'Covid' 
is a thing of the past and we don't need to worry about it anymore. This 
falls on fertile ground - it's the message we all want to hear given that we're 
fed up to the back teeth with the restrictions that Covid has engendered. 
Unfortunately it's also the message which will make it all the more likely 
that Covid will do what it's done before: come back to bite us on the bum. 
 
Robin McKie and Michael Savage writing in The Guardian specify the 
potential dangers: "A future variant of Covid-19 could be much more 
dangerous and cause far higher numbers of deaths and cases of serious 
illness than Omicron, leading UK scientists have warned. 
 
At the same time, demands are growing for Chris Whitty and Patrick 
Vallance, the government’s most senior advisers on Covid, to hold a press 
conference to reveal what evidence there was to back the decision to end 
all pandemic restrictions. 
 
The dangers posed by accepting the widespread assumption that Covid-
19 variants would continue to get milder in their impact was highlighted 
by epidemiologist Prof Mark Woolhouse, of Edinburgh University. “The 
Omicron variant did not come from the Delta variant. It came from a 
completely different part of the virus’s family tree. And since we don’t 
know where in the virus’s family tree a new variant is going to come from, 
we cannot know how pathogenic it might be. It could be less pathogenic 
but it could, just as easily, be more pathogenic,” he said. 
 
This point was backed by virologist Prof Lawrence Young of Warwick 
University. “People seem to think there has been a linear evolution of the 
virus from Alpha to Beta to Delta to Omicron,” he told the Observer. “But 
that is simply not the case. The idea that virus variants will continue to get 
milder is wrong. A new one could turn out to be even more pathogenic 
than the Delta variant, for example.” 
 
Another cause for concern has been highlighted by Rebecca Thomas in 
The Independent. She writes: "Ministers are scrapping a Covid testing 
programme that can quickly identify new variants, The Independent can 
reveal – with scientists warning the move could leave the UK vulnerable to 
further mutations in the virus. 
 
An arm of the government’s testing programme, which provides Loop-
mediated isothermal amplification (Lamp) tests, is due to be wound down 
by June 2022, a leaked letter from the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) 
has shown. 
 
Lamp tests are more labour intensive and have not been rolled out as 
widely as PCR tests, however they have been used in schools and NHS 
trusts, have been piloted in prisons and can more quickly detect new 
variants of Covid-19 in people who are not symptomatic. 

Healthcare leaders have warned the government against “dramatically 
scaling back” the Covid testing programme, suggesting it is attempting to 
“save money and align with a political narrative that we have conquered 
Covid”. 
 
Meanwhile, scientists have said the “completely short-sighted” move to 
scrap testing programmes means the UK would not be able to respond to 
new variants quickly enough and would not be able to determine the scale 
of infections in future waves “until they turn up to A&E”. 
 
The key message is that Covid hasn't gone away - very far from it. As 
mentioned above, infection rates remain high. Furthermore NHS waiting 
times are at a record high - and the longer Covid is a significant issue, the 
longer waiting times will continue to rise. It is, therefore, the duty of every 
citizen to gird up their loins with strong girders and continue the fight to 
put this scourge behind us. 
 
“Picasso was burgled and did a drawing of the robbers. Police arrested a 

horse and two sardines.” Barry Cryer 
 
LONG COVID AND LUNG DAMAGE. Some patients who have had Covid 
continue to have symptoms (which are sometimes severe) long after the 
initial infection has cleared. What has been puzzling is that many of the 
patients with respiratory symptoms such as marked shortness of breath 
have normal lung MRI scans. 
 
A new study in which patients breathe in Xenon gas (as reported by NCIMI) 
has shown that some 'long COVID' patients have hidden damage to their 
lungs. Xenon gas behaves very similarly to oxygen BUT it can be seen 
during scans, which means scientists can witness it move into the 
bloodstream as oxygen would. Scans using Xenon on patients woth post-
Covid lung damage look very different to scans on healthy counterparts. 
 
Dr Emily Fraser, Lead researcher and lung specialist, says: “This is important 
research and I really do hope this will shed more light on that. It is important 
people know that rehabilitation strategies and breathing retraining can be 
really helpful. When we see people in clinic who are breathless we can 
make progress.” 
 

Life in the NHS as a 'junior doctor': "You’re generally sailing the ship 
alone. A ship that’s massive and on fire and nobody’s had the time to 

teach you how to sail. It’s literally life and death." Dr Adam Kay 
 
MENTAL HEALTH DISORDERS AFTER COVID. Tackling mental health 
disorders among survivors of covid-19 should be a priority, say researchers. 
A study published by The BMJ finds that covid-19 is associated with an 
increased risk of mental health disorders, including anxiety, depression, 
substance use, and sleep disorders, up to one year after initial infection. 
The findings suggest that tackling mental health disorders among survivors 
of covid-19 should be a priority. 
 
We now have a clearer picture of the mental health impacts of the covid-
19 pandemic, says Scott Weich, professor of mental health at the University 
of Sheffield, in a linked editorial. 
 
Drawing on results from previous studies, he explains that for the general 
population, covid and lockdown caused transient distress (related to threat) 
and those who contracted covid-19 were at moderately increased risk of 
anxiety and depression, for the first 6 months or so (though the risk was 
greatest in the first month). 
 
“Taking stock, it could be argued that much of the research concerned with 
the mental health impacts of covid-19 represents more hindsight than 
insight,” he adds. And he says we now need to focus on advancing our 
understanding of the causes of mental ill health or undertaking research 
that evaluates treatments for mental disorders more generally 
 

         Dr John Cormack 
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WHAT’S ON
SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS
EVENTS FUNWHAT’S

 ON
LAUGHTER

MAGAZINE

✮✮✮

✮✮✮WHAT’S ON
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KNIT AND NATTER
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We meet in the Town Crier in the raised 
area of the bar. 12 for lunch or 1300 for 

just Knit etc.  
 

We meet the second Monday of every 
month. We don’t only knit some crochet 
or embroider. Whatever you want to do 

just bring it.  
 

You can contact me, Julie on 07843 
825417 or better still just turn up. Hope 

to see you there.  
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LOOK !!  OVER  z  CLUB     EST;1989         Or old youngsterz!! 
Still REVVED up on a good day !! 

 !!!   PLEASE JOIN  US         ON  THURSDAY  24th March  
           2 till 4 pm  Danbury Village Hall Sml hall  CM3 4VQ. by Dentist!  

 
 
 
 
          OPEN TO ALL~ 60 + or on the verge !! 

from ~ surrounding villages 
male / female,,married /single VISITOR S ~ £3 on t  bite!  

   
  
 
 WE NEED NEW  MEMBERS TO KEEP THE CLUB GOING !!       Hope to c u there !!..We meet on the 4th Thursday !!  

                                March  24th 
   

       
     March 24th ~

    ~ are you ready !  

 

Next meeting  28th
 April ~ A.G.M. with cheese & wine & a silent auction  

For more  Info Suzi  ~ Chair/sec  
     Tel; 01245  225435  
                    Mob ; 07955074344 
Email;over60zdanbury@hotmail.com 
Web;https;//over60zdanbury.weebly.com       

PLEASE NOTE; January ,August  & October !!                            Are not in the hall!     December ~ is always the 1st Thursday !!                                      Speakers ~ subject to change !!                                           No meetings in very bad weather !! 
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 M.J. KEYS ROOFING 
50 years experience 

All aspects of roofing undertaken including, tiling, slating, felt roofing, 
asphalting, fascias, soffits and guttering. 

All work fully guaranteed and can be back guaranteed. 
For expert advice and and free estimate please call: 

Paul 07877 824703 
See our website: www.mjroofingservices.co.uk 

ACTIVE ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS 
Based in South Woodham with 30 years experience 

� Extra sockets + lights � New fuse boards � Showers  
� Fault finding � Testing + inspecting � PAT Testing 

� EV Charging Points  
NO JOB TOO SMALL! Call Clint for FREE estimates 

Office – 01245 320323 or Mobile 07786 030797 
www.active-electrical-solutions.co.uk

!-#$'))*(�,%

%( ,.+-"
-�.+'&&,*.

Repairs to all:
WASHING MACHINES, ELECTRIC COOKERS 

TUMBLE DRYERS & DISHWASHERS

"'$*0+'-.+0)(/-,.+,)%0�0! 0�/.*)0/#(/*,/&-/

Tel: 01245 630934 / 07989113220 TEL: 01245 633017 / 07989 11322O

  
TRADE PAGES
FOCUS

Call the team to advertise in this section on 01245 32 31 30

The Focus- reaching out to the Community 

We REPAIR all makes of PVCU & Aluminium Windows
� Misted / broken sealed units? �Windows draughty?
� Broken hinges? � Door not working properly?
� Replacement patio door wheels
� Replacement PVC door panels

Call NOW for a FREE Quotation. No call out charge
Tel: 01702 544 233 www.discountwindowclinic.co.uk

10% discount
with this advert

��)!+"*') (&+*$+%#+

10% discount 
off sealed units

FOCUS  Issue 1019

• PAINTING 
• DECORATING 
• INTERIOR / EXTERIOR  
City & Guilds   
Fully Insured 
FREE Estimates 

01245 324117 
07956 216982  
chapman-andrew6@sky.com     Established in SWF for over 25 years
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Plumbing & Heating Engineer
Local 24 Hr Plumbing Service & Repair 
l Burst Pipes & Leaks l Toilet & Tap Repairs 
l Bathroom Installations l Fully Insured 
l 10+ Years Experience l No Job Too Small 

Call Brad: 07918 105804

Call for a 
FREE 

Quotation

V.J.M. PLUMBING AND BATHROOMS 
The Bathroom you always wanted at a price you can afford! 

COMPLETE INSTALLATION BY BATHROOM SPECIALISTS 
Full Domestic Plumbing Service Available 

All work at a High Standard, Competitive Prices.  
Bathrooms, En-suites, Cloakrooms, Power Showers etc,  

All types of bathroom furniture. Work  Guaranteed and Fully Insured 

Call Vince: 01245 324187 or 07768 695140 
WWW.VJMPLUMBINGANDBATHROOMS.COM

2
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Computer Services
Upgrades, Virus Removal
Hardware/Software Installation
Advice and Basic Tuition.
Reasonable Rates.
For a Home Visit call:

Mark Piesse
01245 321514
07973 522412

m.piesse@tiscali.co.uk

TEL: 07850 896062   Email: paynes_fandl@outlook.com

   Fencing  Pergolas
   Decking Sleepers
   Turfing Retainers
   Patios Free Esimates
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Sport news - email to wendy@focuspp.com

2
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on SPORT
FOCUS

  

Pic 1 – Div 4 – Mike Burton (Woodham D) v 
Steve King (St Lawrence A) in the match of the 

night in the top of the table clash   

BURNHAM TABLE TENNIS LEAGUE - PRESS REPORT WEEK ENDED 4th FEBRUARY 2022

Sea-Change at St Lawrence 
  
It was a tough week for erstwhile Division 1 leaders Cold Norton 
B in the Burnham & District Table Tennis League.  Firstly they 
succumbed to a 7-3 defeat to title pretenders Fambridge and then 
their own A team played out a 10-0 whitewash against their C 
team to overtake them at the top of the leader board.  Fambridge 
put out a strong team for their trip to Cold Norton and were 
greeted by Cold Norton B’s elite 3 so a tough match was always in 
the offing.  Only 1 encounter was finished in straight sets, and of 
the five matches that went to a deciding fifth set Fambridge won 
them all!  Fambridge’s Mark Stones was on fine form with an 
unbeaten night, although both Eric Green and Chris Ballard took 
him to a fifth set.  Stones paired up with Gurj Bhambra for the 
doubles.  So with the B team’s progress thwarted for the week the 
A team had the chance to leapfrog them at the top – and boy did 
they take this opportunity.  Despite Cold Norton C being a man 
down the A Team trio of Steve Maltby, Kevin Read, and Matt 
Stringer had to work hard to take all of the remaining 7 matches 
including 3 that went to 5 legs.  Steve Whiteley was back to his 
best this week as his Maldon A team put on a show to record their 
first win of the season with an 8-2 triumph over Stow Maries A.  
Whiteley notched his second hat-trick of the season against Stow 
Maries A, and this time was ably supported by Lloyd Bennett-
Smith and Jon Stokes who both scored two wins.  A win that sees 
them off the bottom of the table for the first time since the early 
weeks of the season. 
  
In Division 2 bottom placed Maldon C are still fighting to secure 
their place in this division for next season.  This week they saw out 
a 5-5 draw with an undermanned Mapledene B side.  Mapledene’s 
talisman Barrie Delf was at it again as he defeated all the Maldon 
players in straight sets, but the key games were Maldon’s Steve 
Aspland’s victory over Mike Johnston, and then Aspland teamed 
up with his regular partner Colin Barrell for an excellent 5-set 
doubles victory over Delf and Johnstone.  Dave Marsh’s Stow B 
have discovered their bouncebackability form following a string of 
recent defeats.  This week they put their gremlins to bed with a 

fine 7-3 victory over a top class Maldon B side.  Captain Marsh led 
the way with an unbeaten night of smashing table tennis and was 
ably supported by Peter Hance with 2 good wins over Colin 
Napper and Brian Riedling.  For Maldon Dawn Baldry kept the 
score presentable with wins over Hance and Nicky Reece-Ford. 
  
In Division 3 Cold Norton D and Woodham C are doing all they 
can to keep up the pressure on runaway leaders Blackwater A.  
Whilst a Dave Hancox inspired Cold Norton D held the league 
leaders to a creditable draw, Woodham C kept up the pressure 
with a comfortable 8-2 triumph over West Maldon B.  Blackwater 
A were leading 5-3 going into the final two games with Cold 
Norton D with only Hancox having won a singles match all 
evening for the Cold Norton side.  However the canny spinner 
that is Peter Lucraft decided to upset the Blackwater apple cart 
with a straightforward 3 set victory over the pimple batted Merv 
Perriman.   This set up the final frame for the night’s two unbeaten 
protagonists Hancox versus Alan Scammell, power versus guile, 
rubber versus pimples – and at 10-10 in the fourth end the crowd 
were hoping for a deciding leg, but Hancox had other ideas and 
quickly finished up the match and secured not only his hat-trick 
but also a draw that dents the title aspirations for Blackwater.  It 
was the youngsters of Woodham C that outshone the 
experienced West Maldon B side with both Luca Bailey and David 
Meah both securing hat-tricks in their 8-2 demolition.  For the first 
time all season Stow C had no Knights in shining armour on 
display and took this opportunity to leapfrog their opponents 
from Maldon D and put themselves clear of the relegation battle.  
It was a tough ask for the Maldon trio to come up against a Stow 
trio of Ken Sheard, Rod Maclennan, and David Porter but they 
battled hard and at least forced 3 games to a deciding set but 
succumbed to a 10-0 drubbing.  Sheard has not been beaten 
since the turn of the year and now has 3 player-of-the-match 
awards on the bounce. 
  
There must be something in the water other than salt in St 
Lawrence as their A team were on tip top form this week in the 
top of the table clash with Woodham D.  Teamwork does indeed 
make the dream work as St Lawrence stormed to a 5-0 lead 
including a 5 set victory for St Lawrence’s Steve King over the top 
rated player in division 4 Mike Burton.  Burton went on to win his 
matches with Karen Braney and Jason Bush, but King completed 
his hat-trick in style, and Bush and Braney each won 2 singles to 
complete this resounding 8-2 victory.  This win not only secures 
pole position for St Lawrence but surely puts doubts into the 
minds of long-time runaway leaders Woodham D.  Blackwater C 
continued their fine run of form with a 7-3 turnover of St Lawrence 
B with that man David Smith making the headlines again with a 
comfortable set of 4 wins only dropping a single set all evening.  
Blackwater B were held to a 5-5 draw by the experienced Maldon 
F trio.  For Maldon the wily Roger Warren was on tremendous 
form and managed to win all his singles and paired up with 
Captain Brian Dixon for the bonus doubles point.   The Blackwater 
trio all won at least one game with braces for both John Kuhl and 
Phil West. 
  
  
 
 



South Woodham CouncillorsImportant Telephone Numbers

Police Station non emergencies 101 or 0300 333 4444 
Fire Station 0300 303 0088 
Neighbourhood Watch  
  (contact via the Police Stn above) 
Town Council Champions Manor Hall Community Centre 321817 
Leisure Centre (SWF Swimming Pool) 605600 
Village Hall 325568 
Library 0345 603 7628 
Volunteer Centre Chelmsford 250731 
Community Transport 477750  
  ‘Dial A Ride’ 9.30am - 4.45pm 
SWF Community Care 321180  
Post Office  324066 

SENIOR MEALS ON WHEELS 
Senior Meals on Wheels Service The Eatery 322263

RELIGIOUS CENTRES 
Mid Essex Buddhist Centre 07936 534546

TAXIS 
SWT Taxi’s & Private Hire 01245 322262 

Chetwood Ward  
 

Bob Massey   (Deputy Mayor)         
Ashley John    

Alan Shearring       
Russ Crosbie 

 
Collingwood Ward 

 
Peter Ferry         

Malcolm Sismey    
Anne Humphrey 

Darren Thompson    
John Miller  

  
Elmwood Ward 

 
Murrough O’Brien  (Mayor) 

Jackie Birch             
Lisa Kelly          

Scott Wilson 
   Woodville Ward                 Keith Bentley              Donna Eley     Ian Roberts      John Burman     Toni Perham-Lake 
 

South Woodham Ferrers City Councillors     
Elmwood & Woodville Ward  

 Ian Roberts , Keith Bentley,  Tricia Hughes  
  

Chetwood & Collingwood Ward  
Ashley John, Bob Massey , Malcolm Sismey 

 
For all enquiries  

Email: karen@southwoodhamferrerstc.gov.uk

DIRECTORY

CHURCHES 
Evangelical Church       07375936840 
Church of England     322134 
Christ the King Church, RCCG.  07538097421 
Methodist Church                   01621 853423 
New Life Church          01245 321188 
Roman Catholic Church         324138 
Salvation Army            01268 768803 
Woodham Ferrers Congregational Church    01702 551950 
St Mary’s Church Woodham Ferrers.            
contact Church Warden, Sharon Hutton Mayson     07773 644326 

Blaircourt Pet Clinic   324437 

SCHOOLS 
Collingwood Primary 322258 
Elmwood Primary       321301 
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary 321828 
St Mary’s Primary (Aided) Woodham Ferrers Village 320505 
Trinity St Mary’s (Aided)        321711 
Woodville Primary     321755 
William de Ferrers     326326 

 
VETS 

DENTISTS 
7 Oakland Dental Care (Dr. H. Chaudry) 328451 

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS 
Essex Physiotherapist Clinic  325037 
Matt Ross Physiotherapy    07814 717577 

CHEMISTS 
Govani Chemist 321910 
(Sunday & Bank Holidays 10am - 12pm) 
Village Pharmacy 320344

HEALTHCARE 
Health Clinic 0300 3032619 
NHS Direct 111 
Greenwood 426898 
Kingsway                                                              01245 321391  
kingsway.receptionist@nhs.net            
https://www.kingswaysurgery.net                 
Life Chiropractic Clinics 01268 774008 
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South Woodham Ferrers 
OIEO £350,000

•  One bedroom top floor apartment. 
•  The property is located towards the rear of the building. 
•  Living room. 
•  Fitted kitchen.  
•  Shower room and bedroom. 
•  Allocated parking for one vehicle. 
•  One visitor parking permit. 
 
 
Call to view 01245 323729 

South Woodham Ferrers 
£450,000
*** GUIDE PRICE £450,000 - £475,000 
•   Three double bedroom detached bungalow.  
•  Entrance hall with two double storage cupboards. 
•  Large living room opening to a dining room.  
•  Good sized kitchen. 
•  Re-fitted shower room and separate cloakroom. 
•  Parking for three vehicles. 
•  Garage and gardens to front, side and rear.   
Call to view 01245 323729 
 

South Woodham Ferrers 
OIEO £500,000

South Woodham Ferrers 
OIEO £475,000

South Woodham Ferrers 
OIEO £375,000

•  Five bedroom art deco detached town house. 
•  Open plan kitchen and living room.  
•  Quartz work surfaces and Venetian plastered ceilings.  
•  Ground floor cloakroom and conservatory. 
•  Re-fitted family bathroom. 
•  Master bedroom with balcony. 
•  Re-fitted shower room. 
•  43' rear garden, off street parking and detached garage.  Call to view 01245 323729 
 

South Woodham Ferrers 
£450,000

•  Two bedroom detached bungalow.  
•  Two double bedrooms.  
•  Living room.  
•  Conservatory.  
•  Kitchen and shower room. 
•  Enclosed rear garden.  
•  Raised vegetable garden. 
•  Driveway leading to garage. 
  
Call to view 01245 323729 
 
 
 

•  Four bedroom detached family home. 
•  Three spacious receptions. 
•  Re-fitted kitchen and ground floor cloakroom.  
•  Master bedroom benefits from an en suite shower room 
•  Modern family bathroom. 
•  Garage and ample parking.  
•  Well maintained rear garden.   
 
Call to view 01245 323729 
 

•  Four bedroom detached family home. 
•  Living room •  Fitted kitchen •  Conservatory  
•  Utility room. 
•  Dining room.  
•  Master bedroom with en suite. 
•  Family bathroom. 
•  East-facing garden, driveway providing off street parking 
for one vehicle, leading to an attached garage. 
  
Call to view 01245 323729 
 


