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10 Tallon Road  ·  Hutton Industrial Estate  ·  Brentwood CM13 1TF 

W: www.mercurycars.co.uk  ·  E: service@mercurycars.co.uk  ·  T: 01277 262233

Specialists in: 
l Audi VW Services l BMW & Mini Services l Jaguar Services l Mercedes Services l Porsche Services 

l Range Rover & Land Rover Services l Volvo Services 

 

Call us or make an appointment on our online booking service at www.mercurycars.co.uk for: 
 l Car Servicing l MOTs l  Air Conditioning Service l Winter Check l Summer Check l Health Check l Wheel 

Alignment l Vehicle Diagnostic Check l Brake Check l Battery Check l Maintenance Enquiry

FREE M
OT 

W
ITH EVERY SERVIC

E

Call us today to arrange your no obligation in home quote  

 

Emma Brooks
01245 494003
emma.brooks@mollymaid.co.uk
www.mollymaid.co.uk/locations/chelmsford/

Come home
to a clean house 
Our professionally trained team of maids  
will make your home sparkle with each visit. 

that’s why we work to tailor our cleans to 
your individual needs, schedule and budget.

See what our customers 
have to say at uk.trustpilot.com

DANBURY FOCUS IS DISTRIBUTED DOOR-TO-DOOR TO OVER 4,000 HOMES

South Woodham Ferrers  
Chelmsford CM3 5TB  
Telephone: 0203 929 5500 / 0124 596 7217 
Email: info@chhca.co.uk   Website: www.chhca.co.uk 
All of our training is free for all support workers. 
Email your CV to Recruitment@chhca.co.uk 
No assistance is too big or too small. 
Please contact us for a free consultation. 

Serving the Community around Danbury, Bicknacre and Little Baddow

F   CUS
1st February 2022

Local News & Trade Section

HAPPY VALENTINES
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The Focus

 

Dear Readers  

First thing’s first, Nicola our editor took the decision to leave 
Focus in December. Her last copy was the January’s edition and 
we’ll miss her. She was with us for over 4 years but decided that 
she wanted to do other things. I’ve said that I will help Wendy 
(our editor of our other magazines) out in the interim. 

For those of you who don’t know me I’m Louise, Dean’s wife (the 
boss) and I’ve been working for the firm on and off since 2016. 
So if you call the office or email you’ll probably get through to 
me. I’m familiar with most aspects of the business and of course 
our long standing advertisers and contributors, without you we 
don’t have a magazine so a special shout out to you all. 

On that subject, if anyone has anything they’d like to us to put in 
the magazine please let me know. We’re always on the look-out 
for contributors. You might have old photos of the village or 
have a story to tell or a special birthday/anniversary message 
that you’d like us to publish. We’d like to hear from you. 

Well that’s all from me until month but going forward could I 
please ask that you send anything you have to 
louise@focuspp.com I am checking Nicola’s emails regularly so 
fingers crossed nothing will get missed. 

Thank you 

Louise Robinson

 
Dean Robinson 

dean@focuspp.com

Published by Focus Print and Publishing Ltd. All material contained within this publication is strictly copyright and all rights are reserved. Reproduction in any form without permission is 
prohibited. Every care is taken by the publishers in compiling the contents of the Focus, but no responsibility is assumed for any injury, loss or damage arising from any article or advertisement 

contained within the publication. The views expressed within this publication do not necessarily reflect the views of the publishers.  

 
Wendy Murray 

wendy@focu  p.com

 
Louise Robinson 

louise@focuspp.com

 
Nicky Robinson 

accounts@focuspp.com
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You can pick up your Focus from any of these drop off points: 

Bond & Co, The Co-Op, Parish Council Office, Sports Centre, Library, Baker’s Arms Pub,  
The Anchor Pub, Danbury Mission, Henri’s Fish & Grill, The Cricketeers Pub

Do you have something you would like to share  
with the readers of the Focus? 

Please send copy for March edition by 15th February 2022 

Email your Letters, Stories, Photos, News and Sport to 
louise@focuspp.com 

View back issues at https://focuspp.com  
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Eves Corner, Danbury, CM3 4QB
www.heathcoteschool.co.uk
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Preparing for 11+?

Heathcote is offering 11+ Practice 
Exams and Booster Sessions

Specialist tuition and exam practice 
for students preparing for 11+ 

exams in 2022 
(priority booking for Heathcote pupils) 

For bookings and further info:
heathcoteschool.co.uk/11plus 14 –18 Feb | From £35 per day

heathcoteschool.co.uk/holidayclub

Half-Term Holiday Club

IF YOUR CHILD IS SHOWING 11+ 
POTENTIAL… CHOOSE 
HEATHCOTE PREP! 
By Samantha Scott, Head Teacher,  
Heathcote Preparatory School, Danbury 

It can be a tricky time for parents when their little ones 
show academic prowess and we realise that they need 
to be stretched and offered challenges to enable them 
to thrive in their learning. We question if we are doing 
the right thing - should they be ‘pushed’, should we 
leave them to develop at their own rate and are they 
happy in their learning?  

At Heathcote Prep, we are always aware of meeting the needs of 
the individual. We ensure that every child is allowed to follow 
their own path to success; they are offered a plethora of 

opportunities to enable them to 
grow and know that they can tackle 
the route to their dreams. What 
parent wouldn’t want confident, 
capable children? Well of course, so 
do we! 

Our recent academic assessments 
show that 100% of our KS1 pupils 
attain above national average 
standards for reading and 82% 
above for Maths. Our KS2 data 
shows 82% are above average for 
reading and 76% for Maths. 

Our recent 11+ pass rates for local grammar secondary schools, 
including KEGS and CCHS in Chelmsford, show we achieve an 
average pass rate of 79% of these pupils. We are immensely 
proud of our Heathcote children! 

How do we achieve this? 
Hard work, energy, drive, enthusiasm? Yes! Additionally, having 
experienced subject specialist teachers (including a Pearson 
national ‘Outstanding New Teacher of the Year’ award finalist) 
who streamline our curriculum (including weekly 11+ lessons 
from year 3) to ensure it is accessible and enjoyable so our pupils 
retain learning and love their lessons.  

We engage with a comprehensive programme leading to success for 
the end of KS2 entrance examinations including grammars and 
prestigious independent secondary schools. We develop our 
children’s potential over time; whether this be identifying and 
supporting scholarship applications or prepping for CSSE 11+ 
exams.  

We also hold Easter and Summer booster days to give the 
children practice, tips and exam techniques. We have Saturday 
Year 5 practice exam mornings across the summer term (before 
the exam in September) to familiarise our pupils with test 
formats but also timing practice and being in a longer exam with 
other children around them. We analyse their work and results to 
feed into the next stages of their lessons to close gaps in 
learning and ensure they make accelerated progress. 

These are some of the reasons that Heathcote Prep is the ISA 
Junior School of the Year … as for the other reasons, you will 
have to arrange a school visit and see for yourself! We look 
forward to meeting you and your child! 

For more information please visit: www.heathcoteschool.co.uk 
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MALDON DISTRICT COUNCIL APPROVES  
‘OUR HOME OUR FUTURE’ CLIMATE ACTION STRATEGY 
A strategy for how and when Maldon District Council will aim to tackle climate change and 
engage with residents’ young and old to help bring about positive change was approved 
following the Council meeting on 16 December. 

The strategy entitled ‘Our Home, Our Future’ sets out five 
Climate Action pledges that focus on action being taken to help 
everyone ‘Kick the Car Habit’, ‘Create Less Waste’ and ‘Show 
Nature We Care’. The pledges also include a commitment from 
the Council to ‘Be an authority that leads by example’, and to 
‘Demonstrate a strong policy commitment to Climate Action’. 

Leader Designate of Maldon District Council, Cllr Richard 
Siddall, said: “Since declaring a climate emergency back in 
February 2021, a great deal of work has gone into developing 
the strategy that will help us to focus on areas where climate 
action can be made between now and 2030. 

“The strategy has identified a broad number of activities where 
the Council, residents, businesses, and delivery organisations can 
be encouraged to invest, change behaviours, and adopt greener 
ways of living. Much of this  is dependent on investment, 

enabling important changes, 
helping people to make positive, 
healthier choices and decisions. 

“It’s vital that we improve our 
resilience to ensure we can be 
prepared for climate change that 
we unfortunately already 
experience. We have seen impacts 
of climate change locally, in 

particular  flooding. The Maldon 
District has a unique landscape and 
environment, and we need to work 
together to protect our beautiful 
countryside and coastline. This will 
help all  wildlife to be sustainable 
both now and  to enable it to thrive 
in the future. 

“Climate Action is a broad subject 
that requires a huge amount of 
investment and innovation. This 
strategy enables the Council to welcome local Climate Action 
Friends to help us deliver local action and engagement with 
service providers and communities. 

“We encourage everyone to get onboard and support this work 
and to sign up to become a Climate Action Friend, to register 
your interest, please email.” 

Maldon District Council’s Lead Youth Climate Action Friend, 
Hattie Phillips, said: “I am hopeful and optimistic that the work 
the Council is doing will support people like me and lots of other 
Climate Action Friends in the community to have conversations, 
so that together we can help the district’s climate and nature.” 

The Focus

COUNCIL TAX – WHERE IT GOES 
With Christmas and New Year over, we are looking now towards our budgets for the next 12 months. Now I’m 
sure you know that Maldon District Council collects your Council Tax and this year, we will need to collect £47 
million pounds!  But did you know that MDC retains just 11p in every £1 of Council Tax collected? So … who gets 
what, and what happens to it? 

Well, first it’s put it into a ‘Collection Fund’ and from there it is 
shared with other organisations who provide your services. 
From every £1 collected, Essex County Council receives 71p, 
to pay for services such as schools, social services, highways, 
libraries and more. 

Maldon District Council receives its 11p, to help pay for 
services such as collecting refuse, street cleansing, planning, 
leisure services, maintaining open spaces and improving 
facilities for our community. 

The Police Fire and Crime Commissioner for Essex receives 
11p to finance the Police Service and Community Safety, whilst 
Fire and Rescue receives 4p. 

Parish and Town Councils receive an average of 3p. As you 
know from a previous article, they have their own 
responsibilities to provide some of your very local services. 

Maldon District Council does have two other main sources of 
income. Grants paid to us by HM Government out of the taxes it 
collects, and Business Rates. Again, we collect Business Rates, but 
these are shared out between Central Government, Maldon 
District Council, Essex County Council and the Essex Fire Authority. 

I’m sorry to say that just like you, Maldon District Council faces 
cost increases, so we had to increase our 2021/22 Council Tax 

charges by 2.5%. This saw a Band D property charge increase 
last year from £202.40 to £207.40p which equated to an 
increase of £5.00 a year or an additional 9.6p per week. 

The Localism Act 2011 says that if any major authority (which 
excludes Parish and Town Councils) sets an excessive basic 
amount of Council Tax, then the billing authority (Maldon 
District Council) must hold a referendum. The electorate will 
then decide whether to approve the excessive Council Tax or 
not. If it is not approved by a majority vote, a lower amount 
will be set using the Secretary of State’s guidelines. No major 
authority exceeded the threshold for 2020/21. 

Any personal data is held only for the administration of Council 
Tax and we only use it to contact you in relation to your 
account. We don’t share it externally with anyone beyond what 
we are required to do so by law for the purposes of 
administering council tax and the prevention and detection of 
fraud. 

I hope that explains things around Council Tax. As always,  
keep safe. 

Mark S. Heard  
Councillor  

Chairman of Maldon District Council       
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Danbury, Chelmsford – 01245 221100 
Eves Corner, Danbury, Essex CM3 4QB

bakersfunerals.co.uk

Bakers Funeral Services
Arranging personal funerals within ��� 

local community for over 140 years

AESTHETICS & TANNING SALON 

A small family run business

Medical 

professionals 

providing 

treatments

www.facebook.com/groups/667332674244015 
Don’t forget to like our page and share to all your friends
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A MESSAGE  
FROM OUR VICAR 
February is a tricky month!  
The New Year brings its own drama 
and a strong desire to celebrate the  
letting go of the burdensome past 
especially in this time of pandemic  
- so there are the highs of 
‘good riddance’ 
in January! 

February though, edges us into a more realistic frame of 
mind ?. A month of weather and damp , the surprise of snow 
and the misery of treacherous conditions. And yet it is the 
month of St Valentine and on that day , Chaucer reckoned 
the birds pared up and nature unrolled its plans for spring. 

Nature challenges me to be forward thinking in February and 
yet I easily get bogged down with the past . I am still 
reflecting and processing the experiences over this last year.   

However, in the midst of gloom and doom there is 
Candlemas! On the 2nd February a big  party procession 
with the blessing of candles marking  the end of the 
Christmas festivities which is why many cribs can still be 
found in churches long after folk have got down their 
decorations at home. 

The gospel reading for the feast is from St Luke who 
imagines an old man and an old woman independently 
meeting the child and his mother in the temple. They are 
nothing to do with the religion of the temple but they see as 
God sees and the man speaks of the consolation of his 
people at the sight of this particular child. 

Consolation is what many people need in our time having 
gone through these two years. For the old people imagined 
in Lukes Gospel,  they seem to be aware of something more 
than comfort. It is the building of a vision of how life can and 
will be , if suffering is acknowledged and people are heard 
and their story understood and healing can begin. They saw 
it with a prophetic clarity you might not expect or look for in 
the elderly. But we should be looking for it in anyone. 

Transformation can happen to anyone anywhere . Its almost 
always a process which takes awhile. When we begin to long 
seriously for the consolation of our family , our community , 
our planet, we begin to change ourselves. And things shift 
towards the light 

Jacqui Jones  

Vicar of Danbury and Little Baddow 

The Focus

DANBURY & VILLAGES ROTARY 
Following our arrangement of 
three successful visits by Father 
Christmas during December, 
things have been rather quiet. 
Coronavirus has now put a stop 
to meetings as the chefs at Le 
Benaix have contracted it, forcing 
them to close until February.  

We will organise a few small gatherings 
for members to maintain contact, 
probably with a meal. Might even 
revert to Zoom once more! The 
present situation is also putting our 

Charter Celebration in March in jeopardy.  

Our President Derek Osborne was privileged to be invited 
to the Young Musician competition held by the Chelmsford 
Clubs as the representative of the newest Chelmsford club. 
He was delighted to be given the opportunity to present 
certificates to the participants and was very impressed with 
the talent they displayed. We shall certainly try to find 
entrants next year. 

We continue to seek new members and also look for 
projects to help in the communities we serve, Danbury and 
all the villages around. Contact us on 
info@danburyandvillagesrotary.co.uk for more information. 

We are looking forward to seeing the crocuses we planted 
come into bloom next month and brighten their 
surroundings during the winter months as we plan our 
programme for 2022.  

A Happy New Year to all your readers. 

For further information contact: 
Keith on 07785 355765 or Derek on 07850 151281 

Or email: info@danburyandvillagesrotary.co.uk

Derek Osbourne  
presenting at the Young  
 Musician competition

 DO YOU NEED BUSINESS STATIONERY? 
FOCUS PRINT AND PUBLISHING LTD CAN PROVIDE YOU 

WITH BUSINESS CARDS, BROCHURES, DUPLICATE 
INVOICES & DELIVERY NOTES, RECEIPT BOOKS, 

COMPLIMENT SLIPS AND LETTERHEADS 

PHONE 01245 32 31 30 FOR A NO OBILIGATION QUOTE
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The Focus

HUMANS WERE DESIGNED TO RUN

Focus on Health

I’ve spent January reading a book called Exercised. In it was an interesting chapter about running. The author was in 
a laboratory running a pig on a treadmill as part of an experiment on how bones respond to loading, when a colleague 
pointed out that its head was flopping about like a fish on a bench. Their conversation very quickly turned to how a pig 
does not have a nuchal ligament so therefore is not designed to run. 

The nuchal ligament runs from the base of the skull to the base 
of the 7th cervical vertebrae, running all along the cervical spine 
at the back.  Its job is to hold the head up and stop it from 
swaying side to side and up and down as we run, so it keeps our 
head looking forward. Not all animals have this. So the theory is 
that we as humans developed it to be able to run and possibly 
run down our prey. You may wonder how that’s possible. Aren’t 
we probably the slowest animal on the planet?  We can run faster 
than a squirrel! Well we may not have speed but we hav 
adaptions. We no longer have fur and have more sweat glands 
than any other animal on the planet so that we can run and sweat 
easily without overheating.  

Later on in that same chapter is the story of the author deciding 
he would test out this theory by having 40 people running and 53 
people riding horses at the same time.  This event was set out 
over a marathon course in Arizona, across one of their steep hills. 
At the start of the race, one of the men riding the horse looked 
behind at all the people running and shouted ‘see you later!’ 
assuming he would easily win. The author of the book thought 
“why am I doing this?” However, he carried on running and when 
the racers started going up the hill; a little bit further on he came 
across a man standing beside his horse. The horse had overheated 
and the rider was letting it cool down. As the author continued 
running, he passed more and more horses needing to cool down. 

Approaching the end of the race he could see the finish line. As 
he was running towards it, he heard some horse’s hooves 
pounding behind him and he says in the book that as they 
passed him his brain turned on a switch he never knew existed 
and somehow he managed to pass them as they slowed down in 
the hot, open fields. This shows that horses are much faster than 
us, but we are better at being able to run and constantly keep 
going. This brings me on to what I’m doing at the moment. 

So I decided to enter another half marathon. The last one I ran, 
although completed, I ran out of steam towards the end! As I’m a 
bit of a nerd, I decided to look into what was going on. It 
appears that (according to data) I was running fast, but I wasn’t 
building up my endurance, so after 5 km my speed would start to 
deteriorate. Therefore, what I’m doing now is running towards 
my heart rate. The way to do that is follow a simple formula - 180 

minus age to give you the maximum heart rate for training. So as 
you can see, my numbers are pretty low! Hopefully, by doing 
this, it will build up my stamina and decrease the risk of injury so 
that actual time of running can be a lot more. 

The only thing about doing this is you have to leave your pride at 
the door as you go out for the run because you will be running 
slowly!  I started to run like this just before Christmas. It does 
feel as though you’re thinking to yourself “is this really going to 
help?” However, the benefit is, I am able to go for more runs and 
I don’t feel fatigued at the end. I feel as though I can carry on. 

I speak to lots of people and they all say they hate running and I 
think this is because everybody tries to push themselves too 
hard and possibly push themselves too fast. So even doing the 
Couch to 5K is a really good idea if you could run per your heart 
rate rather than just your pace.  It may be a bit slower but I think 
it would be great if you could give running another go. 

I like to think of this sort of running as training my heart rather 
than straining my heart. The evidence does suggest that by doing 
this you can still run and beat your personal best. For those who 
don’t like running but enjoy walking, that’s absolutely fine because 
you are still improving your heart and cardiovascular system.
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Designed to suit your requirements by
Local Qualified Tradesmen

Wall/Floor Tiling
Plastering Downlighting
Fully insured & Guaranteed
For more Information

 Graham  ...
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As most of our 13 teams finish up for the Xmas break we are half-way through the Winter season and still going 
strong. There have been many highs for our teams but the best was probably seeing our lowest ranked team 
winning their first ever game in early December - a 9-1 thrashing of Maldon, with N Team Captain Ron Tam winning 
all his matches to get his first ever 'player-of-the-match' award. This year Danbury has provided competitive playing 
opportunities for many local players who are new to table tennis and have been attending the very popular  
Bat & Chat social table tennis gatherings in Chelmsford. 

On the competitive front, in Division 1 our three Danbury teams 
are all mid-table and competing well. The pick of the players has 
been young Sam Lowman who plays for the B team and has an 
impressive win ratio of 71% so far. After the start of the season 
Danbury were also able to make a few last minute newsworthy 
transfers where our C team picked up both Keith Adams and 
Trevor Lloyd for undisclosed fees - and Lloyd has made a huge 
impact since his signing with a staggering 80% win rate in his  
15 matches.  

The story of Division 2 is the surprise form of league leaders 
Danbury G who were an experimental promotion to this 
level. The G team have only recently secured their third regular 
player so the team is now settled and ready to carry on in the 

new year, and in Sanjay Saptarshi they have the most valuable 
player in the league on 88% win rate. Division 2 remains the 
tightest of all divisions and with 4 Danbury teams competing we 
will be looking for some silverware come Spring time, with the D 
& E teams both very capable of challenging for the title. 

In Division 3 all 3 Danbury teams are mid-table with John 
Robinson's J team in third place and looking to push on in the 
new year.  

In Division 4 Danbury L are just 2 points behind the leaders and 
will be looking to overtake them as soon as possible - some very 
high scoring win ratios from the main 3 players with Denis 
Crapnell the stand out player on 100% win rate for his 15 
matches, closely followed by Mervyn Perriman on 88%, and 
Denis Balic on 73% - if the L team can field this team every week 
they have the best chance of silverware in the whole Club.  

Our newer teams in Division 5 have been having a great time 
adjusting to competitive play - Ken Wilding's M team have more 
experience and are comfortably positioned in mid-table with 
regular players Wilding, Norman Hayes and Paul Thirkettle all on 
good winning averages. Our N Team is extremely strong as it 
props up the entire adult table tennis league - despite their lowly 
position the recent first win has really buoyed their spirits and 
they will take this form and enthusiasm into the new year.

Focus on Sport
DANBURY TABLE TENNIS - XMAS ROUND UP

A recent father v son encounter where guile and experience triumphed - David 
Gatheral v Gordon Gatheral

Danbury G team - David Gatheral, Eamonn Hall, Sanjay Saptarshi

DIVISION 2 TABLE
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LEPTOSPIROSIS – A PREVENTABLE KILLER DISEASE

This week saw the tragic consequence of an owner not 
vaccinating his dog – the sudden onset of liver and kidney 
failure associated with Leptospirosis (Weil’s disease), 
leading to the death of his beloved pet within 24 hours.   

What is Leptospirosis? 
Weil’s disease is a bacterial infection that can remain viable for •
several months in moist soil or stagnant water.  

It causes liver and / or kidney failure but can sometimes •
present with other symptoms. 

It can be passed onto humans and is a very serious disease.  •

How is it contracted? 
Dogs usually become infected via contact with soil or water •
contaminated with urine from infected animals (such as 
rodents, foxes, hedgehogs or other dogs) or, more rarely, via 
direct contact with infected animals.  

Working dogs, dogs living in rural environments and dogs •
having access to rivers or lakes are more at risk. 

What are the symptoms in dogs? 
Increased water intake and urination and/or blood in the urine. •

Liver and kidney failure. •

Pneumonia and/or pulmonary haemorrhage may develop, •
causing fast breathing, breathing difficulty and coughing. 

How can it be prevented?  
Leptospirosis is endemic to the UK.  •

Almost all dogs are walked outdoors, where there is a potential •
risk of exposure to the disease. 

Vaccination is the most significant tool available to prevent the •
disease and must be done annually. 

It also has a role to play as a public health measure to prevent •
development of asymptomatic renal carrier dogs that excrete 
live leptospires in their urine, which can infect other dogs and 
their owners. 

Focus on Pet Health

The vaccine that Edgewood uses is a much purer vaccine and •
less likely to cause vaccine reactions, it is the only vaccine 
licensed to prevent mortality, it prevents / reduces infection 
and clinical signs and prevents / reduces urinary shedding 
(thereby reducing the risk to people and other pets) 

Can it be treated? 
The mainstay of treatment for leptospirosis is antibiotics.  •

In severely ill animals, intravenous antibiotics are •
recommended. The prognosis is often poor by the time of 
presentation. 

If the dog gets better, a two-week course of oral antibiotics is •
recommended to clear the kidney carrier state. 

Dogs sometimes develop a kidney carrier state without •
developing any clinical signs of leptospirosis. For this reason 
and because leptospirosis is a serious zoonotic disease, 
treatment of all other dogs in the household or in-contact dogs 
is recommended. 

Precautions that must be followed if a dog has 
Leptospirosis 

In dogs treated as outpatients, owners should avoid contact •
with the dog’s urine and use disposable gloves when cleaning 
urine. 

Areas used for toileting should be limited, away from standing •
water and, if possible, in a private garden where no other 
animals or people have access. 

Strict hand washing is recommended after handling the dog. •

The dog should not be allowed in areas where food is stored or •
prepared. 

Contact with immunosuppressed people, pregnant women, •
children, and people or other dogs outside of the household 
must be avoided. 

Prevent this disease by vaccinating your dog – for your dog’s and 
your health and safety! 

Jürgen Theinert  
BVSc BSc MRCVS 

Edgewood Veterinary Group 
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The Focus

The days are getting longer, so more time to enjoy the 
vast amount of open space in Danbury offering 
interesting and varied walks. The Parish Council has 
available a very user-friendly footpath map showing all 
the Public Rights of Way in Danbury; you can view the 
map on the Parish Council website www.danbury-
essex.gov.uk or pick up a hard copy from the many 
dispensers around the village including one in the Mayes 
Lane Car Park and one on the side of The Old Pavilion 
building located at the entrance to the car park leading 
to the Sports & Social Centre.  Or collect a copy from 
the Parish Council Office at the rear of The Old School 
House on the Main Road (near the library).   

If you would like company on your walk, 
contact ‘Get Danbury Walking’ to join an 
informal walking group or to find a walking 
companion.  Follow the link for full details: 
www.danburyvolunteers.co.uk/get-danbury-
walking or email: 
getdanburywalking@outlook.com 

Danbury Community Citizens Advice: free, 
confidential service open to everyone. A 
dedicated service for Danbury residents 
offering advice and support on a wide range 
of issues, including benefits, money & debt 
problems, healthcare, employment, pensions 

etc. Danbury CAB can help you find a way forward and have links 
to specialist organisations to provide you with good quality 
independent advice. Full information is available at 
www.danbury.chelmsfordcab.org. There is a dedicated phone 
line for Danbury residents: 01245 951339 or email: 
danbury@chelmsfordcab.org or you can refer yourself via the 
web-form at www.danbury.chelmsfordcab.org.  

Queens Jubilee: The Parish Council is planning 
to hold events on all four days of the Jubilee 
Bank Holiday Weekend 2nd to 4th June, but  
help will be needed if they are all to go ahead. 
Proposed events include a celebration event on 
the Friday afternoon from 1pm to 6pm with 
games, music, food, stalls, rides and 
competitions, with all activities being free; a quiz Friday evening 
with a topical ‘royal round’; a ‘Big Lunch’ starting at 12noon on 
Sunday creating a ‘street party’ on Dawson Memorial Field – with 
tables provided for you to bring your own food. Can you help 
with the advance planning or at any of the proposed events, 
setting up or helping on the day etc?  Please contact the Parish 
Office by email:  parish.council@danbury-essex.gov.uk  or 
telephone 01245 225111. 

The Carer’s Group: if you are caring for a loved one, come along 
and meet other carers for a chat and mutual support. This 
friendly group meets for tea and biscuits on the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month at The Old Pavilion between 2pm and 3.30pm. The 
next two sessions will be on 15th February and 15th March. 
Please contact the Parish Council for further details. 

Parish Councillors: The Parish Council is looking for new 
Councillors. If you would like to have a say in local matters that 
affect the village and take part in decisions on local spending, 
please contact Michelle Harper, the Parish Clerk for more 
information on 01245 225111 or by email: 
parish.council@danbury-essex.gov.uk. Or take a look at the 
Parish Council website www.danbury-essex.gov.uk where you 

DANBURY PARISH COUNCIL

MALDON CONSTITUENCY

  
If you would like to contact John Whittingdale, to 

ask for help, to set out your views, or to receive his 
newsletter, please get in touch.   

Post to: Rt. Hon. John Whittingdale OBE MP 
House of Commons, London. SW1A OAA 

e: john.whittingdale.mp@parliament.uk 
t: 01621 855663 for Surgery Appointments 

www.johnwhittingdale.org.uk

YOUR MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

      John Whittingdale 
OBE MP

will find all the minutes from past meetings, which will give you 
details of the wide variety of issues that the Parish Councillors on 
the various committees get involved with. Or you are very 
welcome to just come along to any of the upcoming meetings to 
observe the Council in action - all meetings are open to the public. 

Council Meeting: 

Michelle Harper, the Parish Clerk can be contacted by 
email: Parish.council@danbury-essex.gov.uk  
or by telephone:  01245 225111. 

 

If you have a problem, call  
John Whittingdale OBE MP to 

make an appointment for an advice 
bureaux. 

Call 
01621 855663 

He will be holding advice bureaux 
on the dates shown below: 
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The Danbury based construction company have created 
a new 18 month externally accredited site-based 
Heritage Building Craftsman Training Programme, which 
is one of a kind.  

Established over 140 years ago, Bakers of Danbury is well known 
across the region for its conservation and repairs to period 
houses, churches and ancient monuments, including landmarks 
such as Westminster Abbey and St Pauls Cathedral in London.  

Bakers’ longest serving apprentice has been with the company 
over 35 years, and many of the company’s directly employed 
tradesmen have been working for Bakers over twenty years.  

In addition to the skills shortage which threatens the 
construction industry in general, it is important that Bakers’ 
directly employed tradesmen who are highly skilled in traditional 
construction methods continue to pass those skills and 
knowledge to future generations, as it has been passed down 
through the company since its foundation in 1878. 

Traditional methods and skills are normally passed through 
mentorship and apprenticeships within the company. With this in 
mind, Bakers has teamed up with the training provider Priestman 
Associates LLP to develop a bespoke Heritage Building Training 
Programme, which is unique to Bakers of Danbury.  

The Heritage Building Craftsman Training Programme will include 
an NVQ Level 2 in stonemasonry preservation skills, with learning 
based onsite and an onsite assessment, together with a 
programme of heritage modules which cover lime plastering, 
carpentry repairs and other skills necessary to carry out 
conservation and repair works to churches and ancient monuments.  

On successful completion of the accredited training programme 
the trainees will become qualified and skilled Heritage Building 

Craftsmen with a stonemasonry NVQ Level 2 qualification, 
together with externally accredited Heritage Building Craftsman 
training. They will benefit from a varied and valuable skill set and 
will continue to work on many interesting church projects with 
the opportunity for subsequent training and internal promotion 
within the company. 

Peter Smyth, Managing Director of Bakers of Danbury said:  

“We are proud to be actively helping to reduce the skills 
shortage within the construction industry, in particular the 
heritage sector, by creating two new places for Trainee Heritage 
Building Craftsman, within our Church Works department. 

As there isn’t an NVQ 2 available in building heritage or 
conservation, our unique training programme will offer new 
entrants into the industry the opportunity to learn skills and 
benefit from training they are unlike to gain anywhere else”. 

Bakers of Danbury are currently advertising for two Trainee 
Heritage Building Craftspeople to take part in the 18 month 
inhouse training programme. If you would like to register your 
interest, please email info@bakersofdanbury.co.uk or apply in 
writing to: Managing Director, Bakers of Danbury Ltd,  
Eves Corner, Danbury, Essex CM3 4QB. 

Media Contacts: 

Kate Gunner  
Marketing &  
Business 
Development  
Manager 

Bakers of Danbury Ltd 

Tel: 01245 225 876 

 

HERITAGE BUILDING CRAFTSMAN TRAINING

Bakers of Danbury offer NEW site-based 
Heritage Building Craftsman Training.
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WHAT’S ON

4th Feb

Charity Quiz Night 
Maldon Town Hall  
7.30pm  
Teams of 6. Fish & Chip Supper included in price.  

Tel 01621 857373

9th Feb

Wednesday lunchtime concerts 
Cramphorn Studio  
1pm  
Premadasa perform. 

Free

14th Feb

Baddow Bookworms 
Gt Baddow Library every second Monday of  
the month

15th Feb

Heads2Minds 
Chelmsford Library 
2 - 4pm 
Family workshop.

19th Feb

Coffee Morning at Helen Rollason 
Support centre in Hatfield Peverel 
10-12pm

18th Feb

Eves Corner Women’s Institute Quiz Night 
Danbury Village Hall 
7.30pm 
Tables of up to 8, with a quiz master and raffle. 

£5 per person 
Contact Carolyn on 07773 429396

20th Feb

Hylands Estate Open Day and Farmers  
& Craft Market 
10 - 4pm 
Free

5th Feb

Essex Ham’s Young Ladies Net 
Danbury Village Hall  
8pm  
Contact Dorothy 

Social Dance Evening by Simply The West 
Danbury Sports Centre  
8pm  
£7 for members £8 for guests 

Danbury Market 
Danbury Sports Centre  
9.30 - 12.30pm 

Indoor kids inflatable taster session 
2pm - 3.30pm & 4pm - 5.30pm 
In conjunction with Monster Inflatables and Karty Party 
we are delighted to offer two 90 minute taster sessions 
for children aged 4 to 10. We will also be offering an 
alternative for ages 2 to 4 (Children under 2 can take 
part but must be accompanied by a parent or guardian 
at all times).  
£12 per child (4-10 years old) 
£4 per child (2-4 years old) 
Call 01245 224515 or  
email members@danburysports.co.uk

16th Feb

Museum of Power 
Half term activities from 16-20 Feb.  

Fees apply 

Wednesday lunchtime concerts 
Cramphorn Studio  
1pm  
Terry Hiscock & Roger Trevitt perform. 

Free

7th Feb

Museum of Power Literature Book Club 
The Sign of the Four by Sir Conan Doyle.  
10.30 - 12.30pm 

Aphasia Support Group 
Maldon Library every first Monday 
1.30 -3pm

12th Feb

Book & Biscuit Children’s Book Group 
Gt Baddow Library  
2 - 3pm
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A new community initiative was set up by 
residents in Danbury last September to 
provide friendly afternoons of chatting 
with tea and cake. We have made new 
friends and re-Connected with old ones 
too and who knew that we have such a 
talented bunch of local cake makers!  

Whether you live in a rural part of 
Danbury, or in a bustling community, 
sometimes other people’s lives can pass 
you by. So, if you’ve lost contact with 
people and would like to connect again, 
then we would love to meet you. 

The group is called Connect and holds 
relaxed afternoons on the 1st and 3rd 
Mondays each month, from 2pm to 4pm 
in St Johns Church meeting room. 

Everyone is welcome to just turn up, 
have a cuppa and a piece of cake 
(suggested donation of £3 to cover our 
costs). We guarantee a friendly smile will 
greet you. 

If you would like any more information 
about Connect please call  
Margaret Axon on 01245 222674.

CONNECT WITH FRIENDS 
- OLD AND NEW

LITTLE BADDOW PARISH COUNCIL

Belated Happy New Year. There follows my summary 
report of the Little Baddow Parish Council meeting held 
last evening. 

A meeting of the Little Baddow Parish Council was held on 6th 
January in person at the Memorial Hall. In addition to the regular 
review of finances and planning applications,  the key discussion 
topics were: 

Speed Watch Group - Council were advised that the Speed •
Watch Group would re-start monitoring speeding on The Ridge 
in March following relaxation of Covid restrictions. Additional 
volunteers would be most welcome and are invited to contact 
the Clerk if interested in joining the Group. 

Third Defibrillator - Council thanked Colchester Rovers Cycling •
Club for their generous £1,000 donation to enable Council to 
complete the funding of a third defibrillator at the Memorial 
Hall. The defibrillator will be sited on the wall facing North Hill 
beside the 'Talking Bench' and accessible to all. 

Paper Mill Lock Bridge - Essex County Councillor John Spence •
attended the meeting and following an update from the 
Chairman on the petition to retain and repair the existing bridge, 
agreed to present the petition to the Full meeting of Essex 
County Council to be held on 10th February. The on-line petition 
has now received 550 'signatures' supporting repairing the 
bridge rather than building a new bridge and roadway. Council 
will be closing the petition at the end of the month and so any 
residents or members of the public who wish to support the 
petition, please visit www.littlebaddow.org.uk/save-our-bridge. 

The next Ordinary meeting will be held on Thursday 3rd 
February 2022.  

Thanks, and regards  

Ian Wardle 

Clerk, Little Baddow Parish Council
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JUMBLE SALE 
and 

MOCK AUCTION 

1.30pm SATURDAY 

26th FEBRUARY 2022 

DANBURY VILLAGE HALL 

Please deliver jumble to Village Hall  
on the morning or contact    

Margaret on 01245 222674  
for any queries.

The Focus

 

TRADE ADVERTISER

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY

BUILDERS

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

APPLIANCE REPAIRS & SERVICE

www.facebook.com/groups/667332674244015 
Don’t forget to like our page and share to all your friends
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PAINTERS AND DECORATORS

TREE SURGEONS

PLUMBING & HEATING

ROOFINGGARDEN SERVICES & LANDSCAPING




