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M.O.T. & REPAIR CENTRE

FREE MOT
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SERVICE

All servicing and repairs

NOW OPEN ‘til 2pm Saturdays

Call Perry, Tony or Maria

Telephone: 01245 323002
Email: stationgaragehelp@outlook.com
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You can pick up your Focus from any of these 
drop off points.  

 Laundromat, Ahead4 
Londis (Country Produce) 

BHN, Meadow Croft  
E. Hanningfield P.O 

Bicknacre P.O 
South Woodham Leisure Centre 

Coffee lounge, Eatery, Library 
Club Woodham, Lodge, Munchies 

  PUBLISHER  EDITOR   STUDIO  ACCOUNTS

Fortnightly blog

MEET THE TEAM

A big thank you to everyone who has contributed to this weeks 
issue of the 1000th edition of the Focus. 
 
Wow, we are all overwhelmed by your comments and feedback 
on our Facebook page, which you can read further on in the 
magazine. We also appreciate the support from our advertisers, 
some of you have been with us right from the word go. 
 
We had in total 57 entries to the competition, we will be drawing 
the Winners  out the hat in the next few days and then they will 
be notified by email which will be in the next issue of the Focus. 
 
We are a small team of dedicated people who make sure you get 
your magazine on time. In all my years at the Focus ( too many to 
mention) I have never known it not to get delivered. It really is a 
great magazine to work on, getting to know you the readers and 
have a bit of a banter with our advertisers. I feel very passionate 
about the magazine and I hope that shows.  
 
Dean has written an interesting timeline about the Focus which I 
am sure you will enjoy reading. I was hoping to include some 
more snippets from the past but we will have to save those for a 
rainy day, but I couldn’t miss out the ‘Bus of Doom’ something 
which you all seemed to get involved with! 
 
Enjoy your Focus! 
 
Wendy Murray        
wendy@focuspp.com 
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Janet Spurgeon           
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Carpets Direct
Guaranteed Lowest Prices

?  Best deal direct  ?  FREE  fitting ? FREE  advice 
?  FREE home visits

 Carpets • Vinyls • Laminates • Wood 
• Specialist in 80% wool twist pile carpets 
• No hard sell 
• See our mobile showroom in the comfort of your                      
   home / commercial premises 

We will move your furniture  
and FREE removal / uplift of your old carpet

Established 25 years 

            0800389 0792  Mob: 07885 256186
www.carpets-direct.co.uk Credit Cards  

Accepted

WHY PAY 
MORE ?

based in 

 South Woodham 

Ferre
rs




 

IS IT TIME FOR A NEW WATCH? 

As a thank you to all our 
loyal customers we are  

o昀ering 20% o昀 all new 
watches  during the month 

of June.* 
(Don’t waste 琀me o昀er ends at the end of June). 

*O昀er excludes pre-owned items, commission sale, special o昀er/promo琀onal stock. 

Alistair Black Jewellers  

Tel: 01245 322334 

Email: info@alistairblack.co.uk 

(Next to Asda) 

 Obituaries
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It is with great sadness that we 
announce the sudden passing of Janet 
Spurgeon on 23 April 2021, a much 
loved partner, Daughter, Sister and 
Auntie. 
 
Janet had been an employee of Asda in 
South Woodham Ferrers for over 30 
years working in the staff canteen and 
on the checkouts, a job she loved 
dearly chatting to customers and 
working with great friends.  
 
Janet’s funeral will be taking place on 4 June 2021 and, given 
the current social distancing restrictions in place, the funeral 
cortege will be commencing in South Woodham Ferrers and 
passing through the Asda car park at 11.00am.  As a sign of 
respect and to enable all Janet’s friends and colleagues to 
show their sympathy Asda have therefore made the decision 
to close the store for a short period of time between 10.55am 
and 11.10am.  Asda apologise for any inconvenience this may 
cause its customers and are grateful for their understanding. 
 
The family have asked that no flowers be sent but have set up 
a ‘Go Fund Me’ page in Janet’s memory with all donations 
going to Great Ormond Street Hospital.  Alternatively 
donations can be sent to: 
Paul J King Funeral Directors 
5 Guild Way, 
South Woodham Ferrers,  
CM3 5TG.  
01245 321866 
  
The family wish to extend their gratitude to everyone for their 
kindness and sympathy.  

�Grand Opening Weekend�  
Saturday 29th May – Monday 31st May

Situated in the former Kings Hardware shop,  
5 Warwick Parade. SWF 

Tel: 01245 956472 

Flowers by Kelly is a brand new florist opening. We stock 
every day flowers and plants, flowers for all occasions along 
with bespoke funeral arrangements. Weddings, events and 
corporate arrangements too.  
 
Owner Kelly has over 14 years’ experience within the industry 
co-owning with her mum a successful florist in Billericay and is 
now flying the nest to make a success in the heart of South 
Woodham Ferrers and is looking to bring you the finest quality 
flowers from both England and direct from Holland.  
 
We will be running a raffle event throughout the weekend 
whereby one lucky person can receive flowers once a month 
for a whole year!! Nibbles, giveaways and much more! 
 

Kelly looks forward to seeing you all at the 
 ‘Grand Opening Weekend’. 
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T: 07753650196  E: helen@theoriginaldressmaker.com

Blackwater Will Writing Company
Have your will prepared in the comfort of your own home. 

Single Will £65.00 -- Mirror Wills (for couples) £110 
01621 744984 

Don’t put it off any longer !!!!!! 

Regulated by The Society of Will Writers  

!"#$%&'()%*(++$),%-$$.%/0$".$1%'(+%)$/$.+0&2%

FULL GUTTER CLEAN OUT AND GUTTER SERVICE 
LEAKS FIXED, BLOCKAGES REMOVED, DOWNPIPES UNBLOCKED 

FASCIA, SOFFIT AND CONSERVATORY CLEANING.  
CALL STEVE-THE GUTTER MAN 

01245 420279 / 07910 513896 
Maintaining the gutters of SWF for over 10 years 

South Woodham
Mortgage Solutions

Tel: 07734 055833
Unit 2 Bloomsbury Court, Brickfields Road, 
South Woodham Ferrers, Essex, CM3 5XB                              

South Woodham Mortgage Solutions is a trading style of Glen David Ashley who is an Appointed 

Representative of Ingard Financial which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 

Authority 450731 
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Tel: 01245 426 163 | Email: info@ahead4.com
117 Hullbridge Road, South Woodham Ferrers, CM3 5LL

www.ahead4.com

Mon-Fri: 09:00 - 17:30
Tue: 09:00 - 19:30
Sat: 11:00 - 15:00

 Sun: Closed                                                                                                                                           

Assisting home and business users with honest, helpful 
and professional advice. We’re here for all your IT needs.

YOUR
local computer shop

Computer Repairs Laptop Sales

Phone
Repairs

Clean-up/
Servicing

Friendly and
Professional Advice

Remote
Support

Computer
Sales

Custom
Builds

SSD’s, 
RAM

Hardware
Upgrades

Of昀ce Phone 
Systems

HOUSE FOR RENT – SWF   
2 Bed semi u/f close town centre. Mod kitchen & 

bathroom, dg, gas c/htg, redecorated throughout. Adj det 
garage/prkg, nice gdn. Suit tenant seeking longer term 

arrgmt, n/s, refs required. EPC C. £1000pcm  
Tel 07896 142672

MAY 2021 TIDE TABLES
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Dean Namretsehc 
You see, the thing about focus, is something you haven’t 

much of anymore. A sense of community 
Local events and advertising. It's replaced the hole that 
appeared when these things started to disappear over 

time. Birthdays messages, community, socials and 
businesses...its great to see and  

something that should never be lost.
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When thinking about exercise we often 
think about cardiovascular exercise, 
things like walking, jogging, cycling, 
swimming, aerobics and sports.  We are 
less likely to think of resistance exercise 
but it’s super important, especially in 

people over 50 and especially now because of 
covid restrictions causing many of us to be less active. 

 
When our strength starts to slowly decline we can find some daily 
tasks becoming more difficult.  Getting up out of a chair, walking 
up the stairs, carrying the shopping or moving pots in the garden.   
The great news is that with regular resistance exercises, we can 
rebuild and maintain our strength.  I thought perhaps we could all 
have a go now.  All you need is two tins of food, anything you have 
in the cupboard, baked beans or soup will be fine.  Now, sitting or 
standing upright, keep your elbows by your sides and lift your tins 
up towards your shoulders and 
then back down to your sides.  
Slowly counting four coming up 
and four going down.  Try to do this 
10-12 times.  Just this simple 
exercise can build strength in your 
biceps, great for lifting heavy 
things.  
 
Regular strength exercises for the 
whole body will build and maintain 
our muscles and the best thing is 
that it’s never too late to start.  It 
keeps our bones strong and it’s the 
best way to improve our body 
shape.  Stronger muscles can help 
reduce joint pain and back pain.  
They also help to maintain good 
posture which improves our 
balance. 
 
Tricia, 73, from Maldon said “I used to have to be very careful and 
go up the stairs one step at a time but after joining in the exercises 
at Happy Hearts I can now walk straight up the stairs because my 
legs are so much stronger.” 
 
Indoor classes will be starting in June in Great Baddow and 
Woodham Ferrers.  Outside classes are available in Maldon and 
Wickham Bishops.  Classes cost £5.50. 
 
For those of you that prefer to exercise at home, a weekly exercise 
video can be emailed directly to you every Monday to do at your 
leisure. 
 
We also have a free newsletter that you can receive by email. 
 
If you would like to join us please call me on 07947 259405 or 
email me lucy@happyheartsexercise.com. 
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we have a tax solution to suit you!

Call us today!
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< NEW REPAIR SERVICE
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< ;PL3Q2JNA:HPO@NNIKMF

< Fascias, soffits and
bargeboards specialists
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< <LJ=PMIJ5Q?Q,PMPJLHQ%AKHGKMF
< E.IPJKNJQ=LKMIKMF

Sonia Barker 
Counsellor & Hypnotherapist 

 
 
soniabarkertherapy@gmail.com 
Based in South Woodham Ferrers, Chelmsford

Tel: 07983 439199

Why suffer in silence?  
If depression,  anxiety,  a relationship issue,  your weight or a phobia 
are having a negative impact on your life, take a look at my website to 
see how I may be able to help you!

www.soniabarkertherapy.co.uk



Upminster
t: 01708 259 539  
e: sales@balgoresupminster.com 
Lettings: 01708 259 535

Basildon
t: 01268 271 110   
e: sales@balgoresbasildon.com 
Lettings: 01268 280 066 

Dagenham
t: 02085 921 038  
e: sales@balgoresdagenham.com  
Lettings: 02085 921 038 

Gravesend
t: 01474 369 955 
e: sales@balgoresgravesend.com 
Lettings: 01474 369 959

South Woodham Ferrers 
t: 01245 323 729 
e: sales@balgoresswf.com 
Lettings: 01245 455 584 

Romford
t: 01708 755 507  
e: sales@balgoresromford.com  
Lettings: 01708 755 508

Ongar
t: 01277 369 925  
e: ongar@balgoreshayes.com  
Lettings: 01277 366 092

Chelmsford 
t: 01245 492 424 
e: sales@balgoreschelmsford.com 
Lettings: 01245 455 584 

Brentwood
t: 01277 216 800 
e: sales@balgoreshayes.com 
Lettings: 01277 210 506

Hornchurch
t: 01708 470 756  
e: sales@balgoresproperty.com 
Lettings: 01708 478 333

Loughton
t: 02085 021 559  
e: ongar@balgoreshayes.com  
Lettings: 02085 021 559

South Woodham Ferrers 
OIEO £400,000

South Woodham Ferrers 
OIEO £375,000

South Woodham Ferrers 
£195,000

Bicknacre 
OIEO £1,250,000

South Woodham Ferrers 
£700,000

•  Four bedroom detached family home 
•  Living room  
•  Separate dining room 
•  Fitted kitchen with integrated appliances 
•  Ground floor cloakroom 
•  Conservatory and re-fitted shower room 
•  60' South-Westerly facing rear garden 
•  Driveway, leading to a detached garage 
Call to view 01245 323729 

•  Lovely two bedroom  detached bungalow 
•  Living room, 
•  Fitted kitchen/diner  
•  Re-fitted wet room 
•  35' East-facing rear garden 
•  Driveway at the front providing off street parking for 
four vehicles, leading to an attached garage  
 
Call to view 01245 323729 
 

•  Spacious 4 bedroom family home  
•  Stunning living room and  impressive kitchen diner 
•  Separate utility giving access to a double garage, sitting 
room/bedroom four, large cloakroom, study and to the 
ground floor. 
•  Four piece family bathroom 
• 150' Westerly-facing rear garden, alfresco dining areas  
•  Leisure cabin incorporating a bespoke bar and hot tub     
Call to view 01245 323729 
 

•  Two bedroom first floor maisonette 
•  Large enclosed rear garden 
•  Fitted kitchen 
•  Bathroom  
•  Spacious living room 
•  Large master bedroom and a good sized single 
•  Spacious entrance hall with exceptionally large storage 
cupboard   
Call to view 01245 323729 
 
 
 

•  Three bedroom detached property  
•  Range of substantial outbuildings   
•  Landscaped plot approaching 1.17 acres 
•  Planning permission for  three bedroom detached 
cottage with separate gated access from the road 
•  Immaculate triple sized detached garage building  
•  Kitchen and shower room enjoying independent access 
to a rear patio and gardens beyond   
Call to view 01245 323729

 

7www.facebook/swfocus          https://focuspp.com 

Burnham - on - Crouch 
£700,000 

•  Spacious Detached Bungalow   
• 18ft Reception Hall  
•  25ft Fully Fitted Kitchen Diner with separate Utility  
•  20ft Living Room 
•  Three Double Bedrooms 
•  Luxury Four Piece Bathroom and separate Cloakroom 
•  Lawned Front and Rear Gardens 
•  Extensive Parking    
Call to view 01245 323729 
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On Sunday 23 May: KEEP PROCEEDING WITH CAUTION PLEASE! 
Roadmap Step 3 relaxations including Rule of 6/2 households indoors 
in place. However, we also have ‘the Indian variant’ B.1.617.2 
spreading and if we want to keep these relaxations we must behave 
properly to stop a spike of infections.  

SWF Health & Social Care Group is working with the Town’s GPs & 
Pharmacists. Since March 2020 we’ve delivered over 6850 tasks. If we 
keep our guard, our discipline and stick to the rules we may stay on 
track to follow the rest of the ‘Roadmap’. Step 4 relaxations are due 
not before 21 June. The research findings and data in the next few 
weeks will be crucial. The Roadmap predicts the cautious lifting of 
further restrictions if Covid trends permit, no mutant strains increase 
risks and the roll out of vaccinations continues.  

We’ve got B.1.617.2 in Chelmsford and Essex. Everyone in SWF          
and surrounds are advised by Essex Public Health to                                 
get tested regularly. See our important article at 
https://swfhealthsocial.co.uk/2021/05/18/chelmsford-city-council-
area-including-south-woodham-ferrers-surrounds-advised-to-get-
tested-because-of-new-covid-19-variant/ .  

SWF Library is distributing free self-testing kits whenever the 
Library is open (Tuesdays 0845-1900, Wednesdays 0845-1300, 
Thursdays 0845-1730, Fridays 0845-1730 & Saturdays 0900-1700; 
closed Sundays & Mondays). You can also get them from pharmacies. 
Lateral Flow Tests are quick and easy to use; see our report about this: 
https://swfhealthsocial.co.uk/2021/04/21/swf-library-to-begin-
distributing-self-testing-kits-from-23-april/ . 

The Office of National Statistics very sadly reported 1 more death 
from Covid of a resident in SWF registered in March after the 11 in 
January and 12 in February. West Dengie had 0 deaths in March (6 in 
January, 5 in February); Danbury & Bicknacre had 3 deaths in March 
(11 in January, 7 in February); Rettendon & Runwell had 1 death in 
March (11in January, 6 in February); our most sincere condolences go 
to all bereaved families, friends and colleagues.     

New SWF Covid cases have fallen consistently to less than 6 in 
recent weeks, down from the peak of 213 in the week ended 2 
January. We continue to publish local data. Please remember the time 
lag of around three weeks from initial infections to hospitalisations, 
to patients going into Intensive Care and some deaths. It is good that 
new treatments have been found, during the last year, improving 
recoveries.  

Covid vaccinations continue in SWF. A magnificent 13,317 first dose 
and 9,587 second dose vaccinations now delivered at Crouch Vale 
Medical Centre (CVMC) to SWF and Dengie patients, health and 
social care workers. CVMC is now concentrating on second 
vaccinations. Latest information about GP vaccination supplies and 
clinics is at: https://greenwoodsurgery.com/covid-vaccine/. SWF also 
has the mass vaccination hub at Tylers Ride. Latest information about 
all mass vaccination centres and hospitals is at:  

https://eput.nhs.uk/news-events/coronavirus/coronavirus-vaccine/. 
First vaccinations should be booked online or on 119. 

Ring 999 for life-threatening emergencies. Otherwise ring 111 if 
you need to book an A&E attendance slot at any time or for all other 
out of hours’ services. For a PCR (polymerase chain reaction) Covid 
test go online to https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test ; only if you 
can’t book online ring 119. 

Please see our article about the right ways to  
contact GPs at Crouch Vale Medical Centre at 
https://swfhealthsocial.co.uk/2021/05/06/reaching-gps-at-crouch-
vale-medical-centre/ which was published in Focus Issue 999 of 14 
May 2021; don’t ring about vaccinations but email and don’t ring 
them about hospital appointments but ring the Central Referral 
Service on 0300 123 0771 or Broomfield Hospital Appointment Line 
on 01245 123 0771 as the Practices can’t provide hospital 
appointment details. 

We provide health & social care support, information and 
signposting to patients & people in SWF and surrounds, especially 
those at risk, isolating, staying at home, and without local support. 
Information is on our website https://swfhealthsocial.co.uk/.    
Do contact us with queries or comments on 
swfhealthsocial@outlook.com if you don’t have internet access leave 
a voicemail on  01245 322079 which is monitored daily.  

 
Hands-Face-Space; stay safe, protect our NHS, save lives.  
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It seems hard to believe that we are on 
our 1000th issue. Focus has been a big 

part of my life for the last 20 years 
nearly and hopefully it will remain 
so for some time to come. 
  
2001 - Originally focus was started 
by Graham Kirkland and Gertie 

Tobias. Gertie was working for the 
Informer magazine, a similar 

magazine to the Focus and decided she 
could start her own. 

  
Gertie and Graham did and released the first issue in November 
2001. Around that time, we (Maypole Press) had just invested 
£160,000 in a new four colour printing press, with finance of around 
£3000 a month, we were looking for regular work to help pay for 
the press and a chance meeting and introduction by the late Ray 
Durrant to Graham at a Lions charity night saw us obtain the 
printing contract. 
  
We could add the colour aspect to the magazine which was 
currently missing, that and a keener price made for a happy 
partnership. At that time the magazine was bi-weekly and we 
started printing from issue four if my memory serves me correctly. 
  
It was a fairly big job for us at the time, with a press that would only 
run at 10,000 sheets per hour maximum, the 8000 copies of a 24 
page mag was taking us about two days to print. 
  
I can remember vividly Graham coming in last minute to deliver the 
artwork and looking as stressed as you could be, the pressure really 
was on him to deliver the artwork on time, then we would make all 
of the plates and start to print. From memory it was generally 
printed on a Saturday and the following Monday so we could begin 
finishing on Tuesday and Chris Banks could collect Tuesday around 
4pm and get them out to her distribution team for delivery over the 
next few days. 
  
We did this for the first six months on the one press, eventually 
buying a second two colour press at a cost of £55,000. This allowed 
us to run two presses in tandem thus allowing us to print the 
majority of it on the Monday. We continued this way for about 18 
months. 
  
Vikki Robinson (my mum) also came to work for us in this year. She 
had been made redundant so it seemed like a good fit. She could 
handle all the clerical work which was increasing. She worked right 
up till retirement in about 2018 but does still do the odd bit now. 
  
2003 - Graham asked us if we would like to buy his share of the 
Focus. To be fair, there wasn’t loads of money to be had owning it 
as a large portion of revenue was eaten up by the printing costs but 
we jumped at the chance. 
  
My father Jim Robinson had always wanted to be a publisher of a 
magazine having worked for Robert Maxwell years ago on many of 
his titles. Julie Fenner and Jim had already published books, but 
never a magazine. Jim had big plans for the magazine. We soon 
agreed with Gertie that we could print weekly and we went from 
printing a few pages in colour, to colour throughout. It wasn’t too 
long after that Gertie decided she would also like to sell her share 
of the magazine, so we again agreed a price and bought her out. 
  
When Graham left, Julie took over the artwork side of the magazine. 
She did this right up until about 2017 when through ill health 
mainly, she decided it was time to hang up her mouse. When I think 
back, it was a mammoth effort for her to put the magazine together 
in such a short space of time each week, but she always did. Even 
after major surgery she still put the magazine together. I have to say 
she is one of the strongest people I have ever known, nothing held 
her back. Julie is still battling but is ok thank goodness.  
When Gertie left it meant we needed someone to sell the adverts 
in the magazine. 
  
2004 - Lisa Wood joined the team. Lisa was a really lovely, friendly 
easy going girl and had no trouble at all selling ads. She also did a 
lot of editorial writing for the magazine and if you have ever seen 

her artwork, you will know she is one gifted lady. Her drawings look 
like photographs they are so good. Lisa was with us for many years 
and proved herself to be very good at her job. Sadly she left us in 
2014 but I always enjoyed working with Lisa, she was great fun and 
always brought good humour to any moment. 
  
That year we added two more magazines to the Focus group. A lady 
from Danbury approached us and asked if we would like to buy her 
two magazines, one in Danbury and one in Ingatestone. We did and 
started printing them monthly. Julie again somehow managed to 
put all three magazines together, well six in total, each month really 
as the SW focus was weekly. 
  
2005 - We decided to start another magazine in Burnham on 
Crouch as they had nothing like that and people said they really 
needed something. 
  
Julie almost fainted at the thought of it. Having to produce another 
magazine was just too much for one person, so we then took on 
Wendy Murray to help with artwork. A lot of you will know Wendy 
as the now Editor of Woodham and former editor of Burnham, 
Danbury and Ingatestone. 
  
Wendy is really passionate about everything she does and puts the 
magazines together well and is also a good sales person. If you call 
today you will often speak to Wendy as she seems to have one hand 
hovering above the phone at all times, she is a real asset to the 
company to this day. 
  
That year we also moved to a bigger 5000sq ft unit, as we had 
outgrown the one we were in. We traded our old four colour for a 
five colour, this was the latest technology. It was bigger, faster, had 
more control. It had a photospectrometer built in so could scan the 
colour bars and feed the info back to the press and it would 
automatically adjust the ink ducts for you. Everything was adjusted 
from the touch screen display and this machine was capable of 
15,000 sheets per hour, I would run it at 12,500 sph meaning I was 
cracking out each side of the focus (two pages) in about 40 minutes. 
This was about 30 minutes quicker than our old press. This press 
cost us around £350,000 and we also had to have a new £80,000 
plate maker to go with it. Lisa was selling a lot of ad space and at 
that time literally didn’t even have to look for advertisers as they 
were coming to us. The magazine soon became 40 pages regularly 
and remained that way for some time. 
 
2006 - My father Jim was not a well man, he had been diagnosed 
in 2001 with mesothelioma and they gave him 18 months to live. He 
didn’t throw in the towel and battled to the end, in mid 2006 
though he had had enough and unfortunately died in September 
that year. Although we knew it was coming, it was still a huge shock 
and we were left with a massive hole in a company he had started 
and spent his life building. I had the privilege of working with him 
for 16 years and it was always eventful and interesting. I still miss 
him everyday and always will. 

2007 - Saw us change the press for another one, unfortunately one 
of the sensors that stopped multiple sheets being fed through the 
machine stopped working and about ten sheets got through at the 
same time, it basically damaged one of the cylinders and it was 
going to cost £40,000 to repair. Because it was five colour we 
managed to get it working without that unit and keep printing, but 
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long term it had to go back to Japan for repair, so we traded it for a 
four colour, but this time the sheet size was twice the size. This was 
about £400k, but It did mean we were printing 4 pages at once and 
the magazine was produced quicker. 
  
2008 - Woodham Focus was becoming bigger and better and Julie 
needed some help to put it together each week. Lisa had a daughter 
called Jayne and mentioned she was interested in helping. Jayne 
was a breath of fresh air to the Focus and the company in general. 
Jayne was one of the nicest people I’ve ever met and I really enjoyed 
her working with us. We were both big fans of ‘ ‘The Office’ and 
would drop quotes at any moment we could. Jayne quickly picked 
up the artwork side of things and was soon helping Julie put the 
Focus together each week. Jayne brought her own spin to what she 
did and changed some things for the better. Unfortunately Jayne 
left us in 2014, which was a real shame, she needed more money 
and we just couldn’t stretch to it at the time, but in hindsight we 
should have kept her as she was nothing but an asset to the 
company and the magazine. 
  
The years drifted by as they tend to, not much changing, I was still 
printing the Focus each week, often all in one day, sometimes a day 
and a bit. I did this right up to the time I had a knee op in 2013, I 
was then resigned to a desk job, I preferred the 
hands on approach, although it could be hard 
work. 
 
2015 - I got married in 2015 and my wife 
Louise came to work for us in that year. She 
was a lawyer and had also worked at the 
financial ombudsman so brought a 
corporate feel to a small town company. 
She was an asset to the company just taking 
on general admin work as well as chasing 
money along with Nicola Robinson my sister-
in-law. Nicky had been with us part time since 
early 2000’s then full time in about 2008, she still 
looks after all the accounts now on a full time basis. 
  
2017 - We found ourselves being given one months notice on our 
unit in Woodham, we had one month to find a new unit, arrange for 
all the equipment to be moved, redecorate and get the new place 
ready to start production again. It was a living nightmare, the most 
stressful time of my life and I’m still to this day amazed that we 
managed to do it in such a short space of time. 
  
My next door neighbour Adrian offered to help us move. I picked 
him up at 7am on the Thursday morning and dropped him home at 
3am on the Friday morning, then picked him up at 8am to start all 
over again. Thanks to Wayne Price and several friends we managed 
to get everything moved in time and set up at the new place. The 
cost was huge, about £80,000 and it hit us hard, we could’ve really 
done without that at the time. 
 
Julie retired around this time as she had been doing it a long while 
now, her health wasn’t as good as it could be and she needed a 
break. Nicola Faux stepped in to take over from Julie and she really 
was thrown in at the deep end. Sometimes I think I forget how 
difficult it can be to put a magazine together each week because 
Julie made it look so easy, but Nicola stepped up to the task and 
managed it admirably. She now looks after the Danbury and 
BURNHAM mags each month. 
  
2019 - We changed the company name to Focus Print & Publishing 
Ltd, everyone always knew as us the Focus so it seemed only right 
to try to put everything under one banner. We also changed the 
Danbury and Ingatestone journal magazine names to Focus to keep 
it all in line. 
  
We retained an office in the town and with production now out of 
town and up until the pandemic, you could find us in Intercounty 
offices, now Woodham Estates. We let this office go in February of 
this year as everyone was either furloughed or part furloughed and 
working from home. We may well open up another office in 
Woodham at some point, although so little is done face to face 
nowadays, emails are so common place and faster, so working from 
home isn’t a disadvantage nowadays and so many companies are 
doing it and doing it well. We will have to see what this year brings 
and decide from there. 

For me the Focus has been some great times, but also some 
stressful times. I used to run the presses and do a vast amount of 
the production of the magazines and print in general up until 2013 
when Phil Crathern took over the print side of things, I concentrated 
on more of a customer facing role and still now that is my main 
focus. 
  
I’ve seen some great things over the years, Hegman in particular 
was brilliant, it was the talk of the town and we featured Hegman on 
many occasions. The Bus of Doom as it was aptly named by 
someone was also big. I remember it being on the cover of one 
issue. At one point we had a Japanese newspaper phone us up 
asking about the roads in Woodham as the newer part at the time 
by the river were all Tolkien related. They were big fans of Lord of 
the Rings in Japan and somehow got hold of this story. 
  
One of the nice things we did was promote a local competition 
organised by Ray Durrant called search for a star, this was really big 
and saw many local people singing in an X factor style competition. 
There were many great singers to come from it and I’m sure Annie 
Humphrey was one of those. 
 
2020 - This saw a time that I don’t think anyone could have 
envisaged. In March we had to halt production as Chris Banks and 
her team didn’t want to be out on the streets delivering a magazine 
and to be fair, so many advertisers were putting their ads on hold 

that it wasn’t financially viable to produce it. We had a new 
website and the magazine could be viewed online as it can today 
at https://focuspp.com. This allowed us to continue putting the 
magazine together each week but only online. This continued 
up until July when we started full production again as things 
appeared to be easing and getting back to normal. We told 
Chris Banks of our plans and she decided it was probably a 

good time to retire. 
  

Chris and her team had been delivering the Focus since its 
inception and leaflets before that time. She had a dedicated team 
of all ages, notably Rosemary and Angela, the twins from the village 
side of town. They have been working with Chris since she started 
nearly 30 years ago and still deliver the Focus to this day. 
  
Louise my wife took over the distribution of the Focus and also 
leaflets in the town. Her company Focus Distribution does what it 
says and she has taken on all of Chris’ hard working loyal staff. I’m 
not going to name them all but you all know who you are and what 
a brilliant job you do and how much we appreciate you all, we really 
couldn’t do it without you. 
  
2021 - Late December 2020 was really slow. The virus was taking 
hold again apparently as you’d expect in the winter months. January 
and February were really poor as far as advertising goes, we were 
losing £500 a week producing the magazine and something had to 
give. So we took the decision to go bi-weekly again, for the first time 
in about 17 years. It proved to be the right decision and since then 
we stopped losing money and started to claw back what we had 
already lost. 
  
The magazine is up to 32 pages regularly and this issue is 40 pages. 
We plan to return to a weekly publication soon, we just want to 
make sure it’s the right time before jumping into anything. 
  
Thank you to all of our loyal advertisers that through the years have 
made it possible for us to continue to produce the magazine. 
  
Things haven’t been easy, what with the advent of Facebook and 
the inception of the South Woodham FB group by Jon Morter, news 
is not news anymore as it’s around the town in 15 minutes now. I 
think his page is really good and can be fun and interesting. It’s 
good to have a community page like that. I think for some, 
advertising on FB can work, for others it doesn’t. Problem is, as soon 
as you’ve posted something, unless people comment or like it, it 
soon gets lost in the other 50 posts that are put on that day, whereas 
you ad remains in a magazine for as long as you have it. 
We pride ourselves on the fact that we aren’t politically motivated. 
We share the town’s news and we remain impartial. We like to 
deliver the news and not our views.   
That’s all from me. Thanks for reading. We love our magazines and 
I know lots of you do too.              

          Dean Robinson 
  

 Focus Timeline Feature
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Chartered Certified Accountants 
South Woodham Town Centre 

01245 328217 

If your computer is running slow you probably don’t need to 
replace it. Many people throw away perfectly good computers 
that just need some work and perhaps a few upgrade parts.  
 
Older computers can often be greatly improved for a fraction of 
the cost of a new computer. Hard drive degradation is a very 
common issue. Traditional hard drives (even if not faulty) are often 
a performance restriction in any computer. The best computer 
upgrade these days is to upgrade the traditional mechanical hard 
drive to a SSD (Solid State Drive). These have no moving parts and 
are much faster. SSDs make a huge difference in performance, 
even on computers that are several years old. 
 
If you would like further help or advice with this or any other IT 
issue, please call David at DH Computing (number in advert 
below).  
 
David specialises in call-out or remote computer support for 
homes and small businesses. 
 

COMPUTER RUNNING SLOW?
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INTO PLUMBING AND 
HEATING WINS MOST 

TRUSTED PLUMBING & 
HEATING  

COMPANY IN ESSEX 
 
Into Plumbing and Heating has been 
named the Most Trusted Plumbing & 
Heating Company in Essex in the Home 
and Garden Awards 2021. The awards, 
hosted by BUILD magazine, are open to 
all companies within the industry, from 
interior designers to home services. 
 
Set up 15 years ago, Into Plumbing and 
Heating covers the whole of the Essex area, 
including Brentwood, Grays, Braintree, 
Chelmsford, Maldon, Southend-on-Sea, 
Basildon and Canvey Island.  
 
Its services include boiler repair and 
installation, bathroom installation, washing 
machine and dishwasher installation, and 
drain unblocking. 
 
After significant recent growth, helped by 
an average score of 4.9 out of 5 on reviews 
website TrustPilot, the plumbing solutions 
company is now looking to expand across 
the UK. 
 
Owner Darren Dimmick said: "We're 
delighted to have been named the Most 
Trusted Plumbing & Heating Company in 
Essex in the Home and Garden Awards 
2021. "Customer service is the be-all and 
end-all for us, and it's what has set us apart 
from the competition. 
 
"Our reviews consistently mention our 
friendly and professional attitude as well 
the exceptionally high standard of work 
that we do.  
 
"We're grateful to have cultivated a loyal 
and ever-expanding client base and this 
award is confirmation of the regard they 
hold us in." 
 

For more information on their services 
visit 

https://www.intoplumbingandheating.co.uk/ 
or  

Tel: 07931 383 360  
or 0800 188 4864 

LOCAL, EXPERT PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES

● Emergency Repairs

● General Plumbing

● Bathroom
 Design & Fitting

● Boiler Repair
 & Installation

● Book a FREE Quote

07931 383 360
0800 188 4864

BoilersSupplied& Fittedfrom £7a week!

info@intoplumbingandheating.co.uk

www.intoplumbingandheating.co.uk

Please like us on Facebook

@IntoPlumbingandheating
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* Conservatories 

* Windows & Doors 
Fascias & Soffits 

* Integral Blinds 

VIST OUR 
SHOWROOM 
OPEN 7 DAYS 

A WEEK

SHOP LOCAL – PACKAGE FREE – VALUE FOR MONEY

We all want to ‘do our bit’ to help the environment don’t we.  Sometimes it’s an easy swap like walking to the shops or to school instead 
of driving but some swaps can appear a little more challenging.  At REco Store we want to help you make some easy swaps that will 
benefit the environment and also save you money! 
 
What if we told you that buying dried beans from REco Store was HALF PRICE compared to tinned beans from the supermarket!! 
 
Yes, it’s true – and they are so easy to batch 
cook and freeze to be ready for whenever 
you need them.  A tin of cooked chick peas 
costs on average 55p from the 
supermarket.  The equivalent amount in 
dried chick peas from REco Store will cost 
you 25p.  A tin of organic red kidney beans 
from the supermarket will cost around 75p 
and the equivalent amount of dried beans 
from REco Store will cost you 46p.  On top 
of that just think of the reduced carbon 
footprint – no factories cooking, canning 
and transporting large quantities all over 
the country. 
 
Who likes popcorn??  Everyone, right?!  So 
a family bag of sweet or salted popcorn 
will cost around £1.00 in the supermarket.  
Just 30p worth of popcorn kernels from 
REco Store will provide a large bowl which 
you can flavour just as you like it!  And it’s 
package free plus you are supporting a 
small local business.  It’s a win, win. 
 
Come and have a look around the shop 
and talk to the staff to find out more (we’re 
really friendly!) 

Let us help you reduce your plastic 
waste! 

Your local refill store - bring your 
containers - fill up - pay only for what 

you need!  
From pasta, rice, cereals, sweet and savoury snacks, to 

household cleaning liquids, oils and much much more.....  
Open: Tuesday - Saturday 9am - 5pm  

38 Baron Road, South Woodham Ferrers, CM3 5XQ 
@recostoreswf         
@recostoreswf  
www.recostore.co.uk 

30%   off liquid hand soap
on presentation 

of this advert

✂

✂

✂

✂
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We manufacture: 

Gates, Railings, Fencing, 
Staircases, Handrails + More!

Respray Service: 

Garden Furniture, Alloys, 
Car and Bike Parts + More!

Sandblast and Full Powder Coating Service available.

Unit 11c Dunsteads Farm, Trueloves Lane, Ingatestone, Essex. CM4 ONJ 
Email: advancedmetalfinishersltd@gmail.com

Call: 01277 356 306Call: 01277 356 306
Sandblast and Full Powder Coating Service available.

We Refurbish 
Garden Furniture 
& Railings to look 

like NEW!
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• MOT CLASS 4     
• ALL MAKES SERVICING 
• DIAGNOSTICS 
• CLUTCHES 
• TYRES 
• WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
• BATTERIES 
• EXHAUSTS 
• BRAKES 
• SHOCKS 
• ACCESSORIES  

SPECIAL SUMMER OFFERS
AIR CON RE-GAS  
SERVICE FROM £49.95
Celebrating our 12th year in South Woodham and  
Congratulations to the Focus on the 1000th Issue

* MOTS ONLY 
£25! 

 
* FREE MOT with 

FULL SERVICE 

 Tel: 01245 323337 
www.woodhamferrerstyres.co.uk 

ASDA Car Park  
S.W.F CHELMSFORD 

CM3 5SY    
 

Free re-test if required Class 4 only

Offers ends on July 31st. 
Please quote 'Focus ad' when booking to  

redeem your discount. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tyre Tech Autocentre are a family 
run business that has been well 
established now, in South 
Woodham for 12 years. They offer 
their customers a convenient and 
efficient vehicle servicing facility 
for tyres, MOTs, servicing, air con 
and repairs. 
 
Tyretech are pleased to be Group Auto, auto cares approved 
centres for Chelmsford area offering a main dealer alternative for 
servicing without affecting your warranty. 
 
You will always be met with a friendly, clean and welcoming 
environment which is so important in these challenging times and 
they will be happy to provide you with advice for the service you 
require. 
 
Tyre Tech Autocentre expanded their business 5 years ago to a 
location in Chelmsford city centre. As well as the services above, 
they can offer in depth diagnostics, Hunter wheel alignment, 
clutches, engine repairs, class 7 MOT tests and can cater for larger 
vehicles. So if you have a motorhome or commercial vehicle/s 
then look no further! They even 
offer to drive your vehicle to 
Chelmsford for repairs if you live in 
South Woodham. 
 
Tyre Tech ensures that great 
customer service is at the heart of 
the company's ethos, we look 
forward to seeing you soon and to 
help keep you safe on the road. 
 
 
 
 
 

12 YEARS TRADING IN SOUTH WOODHAM 

%%%%%%%%%%%%!$1M%N9:OF%FNFPPF%

%%444;&'$1/3.+#5*"#$3&$,*#$;&+;)J%
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Congratulations to Wendy and the team at Focus for this 1000th edition celebrating and a big thank you for all your support in 
delivering important health and well-being messages. 
 
Thinking about important thousands, there are thousands of different ways physiotherapists improve people’s quality of life: 
 
“The journey of a thousand miles begins with one step” 
 
Lao Tzu 
 
Yes! We take people from wheelchair or crutches to independent walking and from couch to marathon. How lovely to watch with pride 
as they log their time and hold up their medal, or see people manage to stay in their own home because they now can. We visit you or 
your loved ones at home, or work in the clinic right to the gym and personal training depending on your needs. 
 
“The human brain has 100 billion neurons, each neuron connected to ten thousand more. Sitting on your shoulders is the most 
complicated object in the known universe” 
 
Michio Kaku 
 
And when you have a headache, 
backache or persistent pain, every single 
neurone is screaming.  Pain can be 
frightening too. Thankfully, we 
understand about pain and pain 
mechanisms so have lots of clever ways 
to make you more comfortable and 
relaxed. From acupressure/acupuncture, 
TENS, ultrasound to taping, sports 
massage, and relaxation techniques. 
Come and talk to us about getting some 
pain relief today. 
 
Our one thousandth patient was back 
in the eighties. 
 
We now see the grandchildren of some 
of our earliest patients. To date we have 
seen more than forty thousand patients. 
 
“Today, I will let my smile speak a 
thousand words.” 
 
Purvi Raniga 
 
So, when you come to see us, you will be 
greeted with friendly smiles and helpful 
support. Can’t see the smile because of 
the mask? It reaches all the way to our 
eyes because we really do care about 
you. And will do everything in our power 
to get a great result from your treatment. 
 
“Beautiful souls leave behind a trail of 
beautiful memories.” 
 
A thousand thank yous to all or our 
customers past and present.  
 

Essex Physiotherapy Clinic  
Phone 01245 325037         

www.essexphysio.co.uk 
 

ESSEX PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINIC

ONE THOUSAND 
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The Bowls Club is even older than the Focus, originally conceived in the Village Hall in 
1998 with over one hundred members – but with nowhere to play.  However, the Club was 
formed and subsequently played at other clubs around the area.  In 2004 the green at 
Champions Manor Hall was laid, and the other clubs were soon eager to try our new 
artificial surface.   
 
Although a small new Club, that year saw the beginning of the Club’s many successes in 
various local leagues with trophies and medals soon being garnered. Back then the men 
had to wear ties! It’s much less formal now, even in competitions and to get started players 
only require flat sole shoes and comfortable clothes. 
 
I would not like to guess at how many of the 1000 Focus editions the Club has appeared 
in. However, we are especially grateful for recent articles which have helped us to add 
twenty-six new members, some of whom we hope will go on to compete in local leagues 
in the future.  Past articles have shown the Club entertaining the local Cub Scouts, who 

had such fun, and the SWF Dementia 
Carers group who all appreciated a 
change of scenery for a few hours. 
 
We are still keen to share the great game 
of bowls with more people, so come 
along to our Open Day, on Saturday May 
29th, and have a go – it’s fun, it’s 
competitive and it’s easy.  Who knows, 
you could be the next champion!   
 

Chris Wood 
Secretary – 01245 320600 

HISTORY OF SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS BOWLS CLUB 



 The Holly Clacy Foundation.!
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Saturday 29th May to Monday 31st May 
The story of ‘Wilmot the Wizard’

Many years ago, and long before South Woodham ever existed; 
a tall, black, skinny, house was built at the highest point on top of 
Radar Hill.  

  Made from wooden planks nailed to 
a rickety timber frame, It looked for all 
the world as if a small breeze would 
blow it over, but despite its appearance, 
it was actually rather sturdy. Even in the 
strongest of gales, it just swayed and 
creaked as the high winds whipped 
around its lofty, square sides. At night, 
soft yellow lights would shine from the 
windows, making it a warm and 
welcoming place to live. On clear 
mornings, the sun would rise over 
Fambridge, and the sunshine would fall 
onto the wild front garden.  

A narrow and pretty trail led from the 
arched front door all the way down the 
hill. The track was sandwiched from top 
to bottom by the trees of Bluebell 
Wood on one side, and a huge forest of 
thick brambles on the other. 

From the dusty attic windows high up 
on the third floor, the scenery would 
have been spectacular. No buildings or roads spoiled the wild 
green meadows that reached to the distant hills in the south.  

  The land around the house dissolved into the woods and it was 
impossible to see where the garden ended and the trees began. Of 
course Bluebell Wood was much bigger back then, and it stretched 
all the way across the hill and far beyond where Shaw Farm is 
today.   

  In summer, the wood was cool and peaceful with a cathedral-
like atmosphere. The silence, broken only by the echoes of 
woodpeckers drilling holes in trees or a magnificent stag raising 
its antlers high in the air and bellowing from its lungs. And all 
around a carpet of dark green ferns and millions upon millions of 
bluebells covered the ground.  

   One summer’s day, the owner of this house, sat on a bench in 
the front garden. He was an odd looking creature called Wilmot, 
and he was a wizard by trade. He was sweating as he ground up 
dried herbs in a bowl on his lap. The sun was tanning the bald part 
of his head and burning the tips of his large ears, which poked out 
through the curtain of his remaining soft, white hair. He was clean 
shaven, with a craggy, but kind face. A huge nose stuck out above 
his constantly twitching lips, that looked as if he was wanting to 
smile all the time. Two bushy eyebrows, as black as his house, 
looked like a pair of hairy caterpillars fidgeting above his dark 
mauve eyes.  

  He paused for a moment and looked up squinting into the sun, 
and far up the river he could see a small ship forging its way toward 

the village down by the creek. The white sails captured the breeze, 
and billowed outwards like beer barrels. He leant back and 
exposed his yellow, untidy teeth with a yawn, and then put his large 
leathery hands, back to work again. His round pot belly, shaped 
like a bowling ball, jiggled away underneath his grubby white shirt. 

  His legs were thin and skinny, and they were so little that his 
knees didn’t even reach the edge of the bench. He could actually 
scratch his shins without bending over, but no-one is really sure if 
it’s because his arms were too long, or his legs weren’t long 
enough. But there he sat in his brown shorts making potions, with 
his legs straight out in front, and two huge bare feet stuck up in the 
air like tombstones.  

  Like all wizard’s, his natural features are unimportant because he 
can change his appearance at a moment’s notice. With a flick of his 
magic wand, or a drop of potion, he could become anyone or 
anything he wanted. For example, he could turn into a dashing 
prince and trick guards into letting him see a princess locked in a 
tower. Or he could magic himself into a ladybird and hide in a 
garden of flowers. If he wanted to, he could change his dumpy, 
awkward body into an elegant bird and soar high above the trees 
of Bluebell Wood. He could even become a fish and hide amongst 
reeds in a river or stream.  

  The day wore on and the animals 
of Bluebell Wood lazily went about 
their own business in the afternoon 
heat. A breeze here and there, gave 
some respite from the temperature, 
and it would move about the trees 
and stir the leaves into a gentle 
rustling sound. As the late 
afternoon shadow of his house 
started to lengthen across the front 
garden, Wilmot felt he’d done 
enough. So he shuffled off the 
bench, stretched his back, which 
made a cracking sound, and he 
plodded inside the house taking his 
ground up powder with him.  

  The room was once a pleasant bright yellow, but had faded to 
a disappointing custard colour. There were wooden beams on the 
ceiling, which were covered in hundreds of herbs and flowers 
hanging upside down and drying out in the intense heat. The walls 
were covered with rough, wooden shelves, filled to overflowing 
with bottles and boxes containing all manner of things a wizard 
needed. In the middle of the room, a green comfortable looking 
armchair sat with its back to a large window. Next to that, was a 
small table, piled high with ancient books of spells, and on top of 
those was Wilmot’s magic wand. In the left hand corner, a white 
sink was balanced on a cupboard and there was a brass tap set into 
the wall above it. A tiny window looked out over the back garden 
and into the wood, but it was almost impossible to see through the 
filthy net curtain. A candle, with solidified tears of wax, stood in a 
small crystal holder on the worktop. And in the other corner, a 
spiral staircase twisted its way upstairs to the floors above. 

  As Wilmot shuffled across the floor, tiny orbs of dust swirled 
around him and glittered in the shafts of sunlight. He plucked an 
empty bottle from a shelf, removed the lid and poured his latest 
batch of powder into it. He was very pleased with his work today, 
and after returning the bottle, he went back outside and sat on the 
bench humming. The ship had docked at Creekview and Wilmot 
sat and watched its sails were being taken down. 

  The views from up here were the best in Essex, and Wilmot 
loved to look at the river as it wound its way through the 



countryside below. Some days it looked blue like the sky, but in 
stormy weather, it looked dark and threatening. Today though, it 
was calm and tranquil as it carved a trail like molten silver through 
the valley.  

  Wilmot was deep in thought when he was surprised by a small 
voice beside him.    

  ‘Hello Mr. Wilmot sir, are you ready for my magic lesson today?’  
  A small and happy fairy called Sallia hovered near his head. 

Her wings were a blur and they fanned her golden dress into 
shimmering ripples.  

  ‘Oh my goodness,’ exclaimed Wilmot slapping his forehead, 
making his caterpillar eyebrows twitch, ‘I’m so sorry I completely 
forgot.’ His voice was deep but calming. ‘It’s been such a hot 
afternoon and I’m afraid I got rather distracted by that ship on the 
river,’ he said, waving in its general direction, and then added. ‘Is 
it really lesson day today?’  

  Sallia frowned, ‘Yes, it is.’ She was worried that he was going to 
cancel and she found it difficult to hide her disappointment. ‘Will 
we still have our lesson?’ she asked.  

  ‘Yes of course we will,’ Wilmot said. And with a clap of his 
hands, and to the best of his ability, he jumped to his feet.  

  Sallia, in a burst of excitement, flew around Wilmot’s head, 
screeched in delight and then sat on the back of the bench, 
crossed her legs and wiggled her tiny feet. She was happy 
because it seemed the journey from her village on the other side 
of Bluebell Wood was going to be worth it after all. 

  Learning magic with Wilmot was 
always enjoyable because he was 
so patient; even when she got 
things wrong. She cringed as she 
remembered using a potion once 
and turned herself into a squirrel. 
Wilmot had rolled his eyes, tutted, 
and then roaring with laughter, 
he’d changed her back into a fairy 
with his magic wand. It had only 
been for a moment, but Sallia was 
glad to have her wavy blonde hair 
back instead of a big bushy tail. 

  What are we going to do 
today?’ she asked, staring into the 
wizard’s eyes. 

  ‘Well,’ said Wilmot, ‘there’s a 
great spell I could show you using 
dandelion milk.’  

  ‘Dandelion milk?’ exclaimed Sallia, putting her delicate little 
hand over her mouth to stop herself from giggling. ‘Are you 
teasing me Mr. Wilmot?’  

  ‘No, not at all,’ he reassured her. ‘If you break the stem of a fresh 
dandelion when it’s bright and yellow, you get a liquid that looks 
like milk.’ 

  ‘Yummy!’ squealed Sallia, ‘does it taste like milk?’  
  ‘Absolutely not.’ Wilmot laughed, ‘It tastes bitter and foul, but 

it’s great for a spell I need to show you.’  
  He raised an arm and rubbed his chin. ‘Tell you what,’ he said, 

poking a finger at Sallia, ‘There’s some dandelions still growing at 
the bottom of the path near the valley. I’ll nip down there and get 
some.’ 

  ‘Would you like me to come with you?’ she asked, keen to get 
working. 

  ‘You are most kind, but no thankyou little one, it won’t be 
necessary.’  

  Grabbing his brown leather jacket and pulling on some scruffy 
boots, he stumbled off across the garden toward the footpath that 
led down the hill. 

  Sallia called out after him. ‘I’ll stay here and study your potions.’ 
  With a wave of his hand and a last glance over his shoulder, 

Wilmot called back to her, ‘That’s a great idea,’ and then, as he 
neared the start of the footpath he shouted back, ‘I won’t be long.’  

  As he walked down the trail, Wilmot started humming again to 
keep himself company. For some reason he felt uneasy, but he 
wasn’t entirely sure why. 

  Once he was out of sight, Sallia flew into his house and hovered 
around examining the thousands of bottles and boxes. All of them 
were different, all were neatly labelled, and the list seemed 
endless. There were feathers, cat’s whiskers, snail shells, dead 
beetles, cobwebs, butterfly wings, acorns, rat fur, rose thorns, 
human hair and so on and so on. There were also ground-up herbs 
and flowers which had been collected from Bluebell Wood and 
nearby fields.  

  Occasionally, Sallia would read a label which identified the 
contents as a prepared magic spell and what it’s effect was. Her 
dark blue eyes peered at a beautiful orange bottle and the label 
read: 

  “Lizard claw, lettuce stalk, nettle root and bee wing.  
Effect: Causes tiredness.” 
  She shrugged her shoulders and moved along, reading every 

container, and all of them were labelled in exactly the same way. 
There were literally hundreds of them, and she thought that there 
must be a lifetime’s collection in all these containers.  

  Flying from shelf to shelf, she saw potions to become invisible, 
spells to become lighter than air, and there was even one to make 
something as strong as an elephant. Sallia had no idea what an 
elephant was, but she imagined that it was a big, troll like creature, 
with strong muscles stomping about the woods pulling up trees 
for fun. She shivered and thought to herself, ‘Yes I bet that’s what 
an elephant is.’ 

  Further along the shelves, Sallia read more and more labels, 
the little fairy truly believed that Wilmot must have spells to do 
absolutely everything and anything. One little pink box had a label 
that claimed the contents could change any animal into a different 
one. She shuddered a little as she remembered the time she’d 
turned herself into a squirrel.  

  The little fairy kept herself busy in the stuffy room, and did her 
best to memorise the spells, but there was just so much to take in. 
Finally, because she felt she’d been a very good student, she flew 
over the pile of books by the chair, out of the house and rocketed 
up to the roof top.  

  It was still light outside, although the sun had set, and all that 
remained of the day was a wonderful, orange glow that seemed 
as if the world was on fire beyond the horizon. Sallia sat on the 
roof of Wilmot’s house, her legs dangled over the tiled roof and 
she enjoyed the perfect views over the Bluebell Wood.  

  To her right, the trees swept down the hill and it was like surfing 
on a huge rolling wave of green. It was so thick with leaves, that 
from up here it looked as if you could just walk across the tree tops 
all the way down to the bottom.  

  Sallia closed one eye and traced the footpath with a tiny finger, 
until she saw Wilmot climbing steadily back up the trail near the 
bottom of the hill. As he trudged between the bushes and trees, 
it was like he was playing ‘now you see me’ ‘now you don’t’. Sallia 
giggled at her friend as he disappeared again.  

  With her arm still outstretched, she looked past her finger into 
the fading daylight and saw something that made her heart sink. 
The ship at Creekview was flying the flag of the Queen of Essex. 
Sallia had heard stories of this particular queen, who was the most 
hated person in all of the land. A bony old crone, with the most 
bitter personality of any human that ever lived. She was 
completely greedy, totally unforgiving, and wicked in more ways 
than any normal person could ever dream of being. It was as if she 
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hated everyone, and nothing was ever right for her. It was also 
rumoured that in a jealous rage she’d even killed her husband, but 
no-one knows why, or even if it’s true. It was however, very well-
known that she wanted to capture a wizard to help expand her 
empire.  

  As she sat watching, she suddenly saw six torches of fire 
bobbing along the fields toward the hill. Each one was carried by 
a soldier dressed in a red and blue uniform. Their silver helmets 
reflecting the orange and yellow flames as they marched across 
the meadow. The fire-lights danced like evil sprites and their 
progress was fast, but worst of all they were heading straight 
toward Wilmot.  

  With rising horror, Sallia realised that in his rush to get 
dandelions, Wilmot had taken no spells with him, and his magic 
wand was downstairs. Her poor friend was so far away, that even 
if she could warn him, he would never be able to climb up the hill 
fast enough to get back to safety. Sallia had a grandstand view of 
an unfolding nightmare and there was nothing she could do to 
help. She had never felt more useless and she felt utterly 
responsible, after all he’d only gone out to get dandelions for her 
lesson. 

  Unaware of the approaching danger, Wilmot was relaxed and 
still humming to himself as he made his way home. He was taking 
the opportunity to forage for more things as he plodded slowly 
up the path. His pockets were bulging with all manner of stuff he’d 
collected, and they bounced against his legs as he walked. In his 
left hand were the dandelions he’d proudly collected for little 
Sallia. 

  As he stomped up the track toward his home, the light had 
almost gone. Wilmot finally heard the soldier’s voices behind him. 
He turned around and peered into the gloom and saw the torches 
bouncing up the trail toward him. They were still some way behind 
him, and although he had no idea who they were or what they 
wanted. He thought about a spell to escape and then he realised 
what had been nagging him. He’d come out with nothing to 
protect himself. No wand, no potions or spells. He wasn’t in 
disguise and he cursed his stupidity and rash behaviour. 

  Quickly, he stuffed a prized 
falcon’s feather into his pocket and 
turned homeward and marched as 
fast as he could. But with short legs 
and big feet, it was obvious he was 
never going to outrun them. He 
glanced again over his shoulder 
and realised he must at least try.  

  As he hurried on he rounded a bend in the track which opened 
out into a large flat clearing. On the other side, the path continued 
up the hill to safety under the full cover of the trees. But if he tried 
to cross it to get to the trail, he would be completely exposed and 
helpless. Wilmot quickly went through his remaining options. To 
his left, the wood was thin at the edge of the clearing, and even in 
the gloom he’d be spotted moving through the trees. So that was 
out.  

  To his right was the massive area of bramble bushes, where a 
billion spikes and thorns would tear him to shreds if he tried to 
enter them. That was out too. His mind, was becoming a whirlwind 
of fear and he couldn’t decide on a plan.  

  He cursed himself for being unprepared. Even if he’d been in 
disguise, that may have helped. The danger was increasing every 
second, and the chance of escape was becoming equally 
impossible. He didn’t have much energy left and he knew he 
couldn’t outrun them, so there was nothing for it, he had to find 
somewhere to hide, and fast. 

  ‘Maybe they’re not after me’, he thought. ‘Maybe they’ll run 
straight past me, or…..’ He hesitated as if thinking his logic 
through. ‘..or maybe I could reason with them.’  

  He looked through the trees at the lights came up the path 
even faster now. Inside he knew he couldn’t reason with them and 
then real panic set in. 

  He ran headlong into the clearing and began to spin around 
and around in small hopeless circles. His eyes sweeping 
everywhere, looking for a way out, but there was no escape. His 

position was hopeless. Then, there was a sound of heavy boots 
entering the clearing. The soldiers had arrived and it signalled an 
end to any chance of escape.  

  The men fanned out, raising their torches high in the air. Wilmot 
shrank back into a tall clump of grass near the brambles and tried 
to blend in. But it was no good. He’d been seen. 

  ‘There he is!’ shouted one of them pointing his sword at 
Wilmot. The soldier’s eyes seemed be jet black in the yellow 
glowing light. His tongue, flicked across his thin lips with evil relish. 

  Wilmot’s worst fear was confirmed. They were definitely after 
him. 

  ‘Don’t trust him,’ warned a tall, skinny soldier, who seemed to 
be in charge, ‘I’ve seen his kind turn men into all manner of things 
to get away.’ With a sweep of his arms he motioned to his men, 
‘Get around him so he can’t run away.’ 

  ‘Run away?’ laughed the first one, nastily. ‘With those feet and 
short legs I bet he can hardly walk.’  

  The soldiers, still a little unsure of their prey, formed a large 
semi-circle around Wilmot. Their torches, hissed fire in the 
blackening night, and the scene was like a gruesome contest in a 
Roman arena.  

  Wilmot was as defenceless as the dandelions he still held in his 
hand. Slowly he let them slip from his grasp and they fell at his 
feet. He started to back up, the brambles were getting closer to 
his back.  

  ‘I’ll get a promotion for this when her majesty sees him,’ said 
the leader casting his eyes across his men. ‘Just think eh? A 
sergeant in the Queen’s army.’   

It was worse than Wilmot had first thought. Not only were they 
after him, but he would soon be the property of the Queen.   There 
was nothing he could do now. His eyes darted from soldier to 
soldier, and terror surged through his body. His face was twisted 
in fear. The flickering light made eerie, dancing shadows and his 
mouth formed a silent scream. 

  ‘Look he hasn’t got any spells or his wand,’ shouted a soldier to 
Wilmot’s right. 

  ‘He’s completely helpless,’ shouted another. 
  ‘Completely hopeless more like,’ said the first soldier, who 

seemed to enjoy saying nasty spiteful things. 
  ‘Shut up lads and focus,’ said the leader, ‘get right around him, 

move in and get him.’ 
  ‘Well this is going to be easy,’ sneered a short, fat soldier who 

seemed to be sweating more than the others. He advanced on 
Wilmot and stretched out a thick muscly arm, his hand grasping 
the air ready to grab him. ‘What a stupid wizard to come out 
without his spells.’   

  Inside his head Wilmot had to agree, but it was too late to be 
thinking of that now. He knew that if he was captured, he’d be 
chained up and taken back to that spiteful old hag who rules the 
empire. He had to escape, but with the path and woods now 
blocked by the soldiers and his back to the brambles, where could 
he go?  

  Nowhere. There was nowhere to run.   The soldiers, snarling 
like wolves started to close in on their prey. 

  ‘Come ‘ere little wizard,’ said the leader unfurling a Wilmot 
sized net, ‘Just climb into this because we’ve got a lovely lady 
wants to see you.’  

  Wilmot, still backing up felt the bramble bushes starting to 
push against his jacket.  

  He was cornered and was about to be captured. 
  Then, out of nowhere, a loud noise came from behind the 

soldiers. All at once a sparkling, fizzing ball of light flew from over 
the tree tops of Bluebell Wood. It was so loud and bright that 
everyone was rooted to the spot, and even Wilmot looked up in 
amazement. The whole area was lit up like a spotlight on a stage. 
The sight was beyond fantastic as hundreds of fairies, banded 
together in one giant swarm, had come to rescue Wilmot.  

  Whizzing about and spreading fairy dust, which crackled like 
fireworks, they sprinkled it on 
the forest of brambles behind 
Wilmot. As it settled, it dissolved 
the bushes and created a 
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corridor of soft grass right through the spikes and thorns. It was a 
brilliant escape route and Wilmot wasted no time in getting onto 
it. Turning with new hope and energy, he ran as fast as his tired, 
clumsy legs could carry him. 

  The soldiers, still stunned by the spectacle, stood transfixed, 
staring into the air like statues. And then, as if snapping out of a 
daydream, the leader shouted. ‘Come on you lot, after ‘im.’ 

  The chase was back on. Wilmot made good progress, and as 
the fairies laid down the new footpath ahead of him, the danger 
was still very real. Panting and 
struggling he tried to keep 
going, but he was completely 
out of breath. His lungs felt as 
though he was breathing in 
broken glass with each gulp of 
air. He could hear the sound of 
the soldiers on the track behind 
him and finally, poor Wilmot 
could run no more, and he 
stopped and turned to face his 
enemies. The Queen’s men 
knew they’d won. Their angry, 
sweating faces looked even 
more menacing in the torchlight 
as they walked toward him. 
Wilmot sat down on the soft grass, buried his head in his large 
hands and awaited his fate. 

 Suddenly, from nowhere, a tiny voice called from above his 
head. ‘Mr. Wilmot sir, I’ve got a spell for you.’  

  It was Sallia. 
  Wilmot looked up and his little friend sprinkled the only potion 

that could save him. It was from the little pink box that can change 
one animal into another. With a small bright flash, Sallia 
transformed Wilmot into a fit and healthy rabbit who could run 
like the wind. And that is exactly what Wilmot did. He set off so 
fast that he left the soldiers far behind, and didn’t stop running 
until he reached the safety of a small copse of trees. Sometime 
later, under the cover of night a magnificent rabbit quietly made 
its way home beneath the stars to a tall and skinny wooden house 

on top of the hill. 
  The next day, laughter and fun filled the bright summer air near 

Sallia’s home. A long table, covered in a red chequered cloth, was 
almost sagging under the weight of food, drink and exciting cakes 
for everyone. A huge banquet had been prepared by Wilmot to 
thank all the fairies for their help in rescuing him. The guest of 
honour was of course little Sallia who sat at the head of the table 
and told her story to a hushed audience. All eyes were on her as 
she told them how she’d flown back to the fairy village to raise the 
alarm. And then, flew back to Wilmot’s house and collected the 
animal changing spell she’d seen earlier in the day. Everyone 
listened and nodded, and they all agreed that Sallia truly was the 
fairy who’d helped save the life of the mighty Wilmot the Wizard. 

  Since that time, all those years ago, many things have changed. 
If you walk up the path today, most of the wood to the left has 
gone, and all that remains is a bare hill which you probably use for 
sledging in winter. And of course, our town of South Woodham 
Ferrers now fills up the valley. 

  However, there is something from this story that remains to this 
day. If you follow the track up the side of 
Radar Hill, you will notice it turns sharply to 
the right. It’s just there where the soldiers 
surrounded Wilmot, and the fairies came and 
created his escape route.  

  Most of the brambles have been cleared 
away now and although the field on the right 
is empty, the path is still there. Soft, lush grass 
still marks Wilmot’s escape route. It’s clear 
and distinct, and if you follow it to the end, 
you will see the small copse of trees where 
he ran to safety. If you happen to walk up 
there and you see a strong fit rabbit, just say 
‘Hi Wilmot’. After all it may be him enjoying 
one more chance to run like the wind.  

 You never know... 
 

© 2021 David Clacy 
With gracious thanks to Isabella Bullock for the wonderful 

illustrations. All under © 2021 Isabella Bullock 
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Wilmot’s Walk & Teddy Bear Hunt 
 

                                                             This Bank Holiday Weekend 
 
WHEN: Saturday 29th May to Monday 31st May 2021.  

No set times 
WHERE: Radar Hill, Burnham Road, South Woodham Ferrers. 

CM3 8RU 
 
Following on from the Peace Trail in 2018, we are pleased to announce 
that there will be a Teddy Bear Hunt for adults and children this coming 
weekend on Radar Hill. There will be many items to find, including soft 
‘Henry’ teddies, painted rocks, ceramic teddy bears, and even some 
dinosaurs.  
 
Wilmot’s walk starts at the concrete ramp on the Woodham bypass and 
will be marked with pink balloons on the lamp post. The walk is set out 
with pink ribbons and is easy to follow all the way through to the copse 
at the end. Return is by the same route.  
No parking is specified so please walk there if possible. 

 
So go and hunt for a teddy this Bank Holiday weekend, enjoy the views 
and the walk created by the fairies all those years ago.  
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From cards to flyers, menus, & leaflets we can deliver them all  
door to door in South Woodham Ferrers, Burnham & Danbury.

 

71%   79%

 

48%  

of consumers 
either visited a 
shop, sent for 

 information, or 
bought a product, 
having received a 

leaflet through their 
letterbox

of those questioned 
said they found free 
samples delivered 
through their letter-
boxes useful: 66% 
said the same for 

supermarket offers, 
62% for money off 
coupons and 47% 

for new product 
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of recipients keep, 
pass on or glance at 

leaflet distribution 
items.

of consumers 
 responded to a 

 leaflet, compared 
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for press 
 advertising.

TEL: 01245 32 68 99 

Email:  louise@focusdistribution.uk 

 

Unit 2, Bloomsbury Court,  
Brickfields Road,  

SWF, CM3 5XB       
   

 
During the past year, the Heathcote community has evolved. We 
have (of course) learnt a great deal about how to continue 
learning when we are not together, utilising our existing ICT skills 
and gaining a whole range of new ones; we have developed 
activities that manage to make us feel as if we are together, even 
when we are not, and ensured our school and home community 
has stayed close, when we had to be distanced. At times, many of 
us will have felt lonely, isolated and locked down but we have 
tried to ensure we continue to boost each other and remain 
connected. Every day when we enter school, our incredible pupils, 
staff and families ensure we feel emotionally buoyant – they keep 
our wellbeing afloat. This happens in numerous ways: a kind word, 
a beautiful smile, a gentle reassurance, an empathetic nod and 
grin … we know we have each other even when we cannot hug. 
Our wellbeing is constantly topped up and we find small ways to 
enable this to overflow and trickle to those around us. 
 
At Heathcote, we consider ourselves greatly privileged to be 
situated in the heart of the leafy, green Danbury community. We 
ensure we make the most of this beautiful village through outdoor 
learning for our little ones and getting outside for our lessons - 
PE/games, Science, Art/D&T and Humanities lessons alongside 
our beloved termly enrichment days. Having happy, smiling 
children engaged with the outdoors and being part of nature is 
fantastic.  
 
We recently celebrated national Mental Health Awareness Week 
and as part of this we have explored the role of nature (the theme 

this year), our environment around us, and the impact this has on 
our emotional wellbeing. The pupils shared their thoughts with 
me: 
“I love looking up and seeing a calm, blue sky with the birds 
soaring overhead, it makes me feel free!” (a Year 6 pupil) 
 
“When I am doing outdoor learning with my teachers in the 
woods, it is great fun and we sometimes do art or science using 
the nature around us! I love it!” (a Year 2 pupil) 
 
“We did our maths and science enrichment day using the patterns 
in nature, there are tons if only you look around” (a Year 3 pupil) 
 
Out of the mouths of babes…what super thoughts for our own 
wellbeing. Getting back to nature is good for us all it seems. I 
hope this gives you a flavour of how much the Heathcote pupils 
love being part of Danbury and our beautiful natural environment, 
a boost for everyone’s mental health! 
 

If you would like to learn more about Heathcote School and 
Nursery, please visit us at: 

 
 https://www.heathcoteschool.co.uk/ or follow us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/HeathcoteSchool or Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/heathcoteschooldanbury/  

HEATHCOTE EMBRACES NATURE TO BOOST MENTAL HEALTH 
By Samantha Scott, Headteacher, Heathcote School & Nursery



24

2

For all enquiries Tel: 01245 32 31 30      
Delivered weekly to over 7,000 homes & businesses in South Woodham Ferrers  

Email your captions to wendy@focuspp.com and I will 
print them in the next issue

 
LAST ISSUES 

CAPTION CORNER

 
Are you trying to make an Ass out of me? 

Wayne Price 
 

Dave thinks he’s funny, Jon just thinks he’s an Ass 
Andy Graves 

 
What's up Ethel, another fur ball? 

Michael Norton 
 

The mayor and his assistant get ready for their first day on the 
job. 

Jenny Smith 
 

“Ouch you’re standing on my foot”... 
Janet Pearch 

 
Next week we have kiddies on our backs doing pony rides 

Pauline Stanley 
 

Ahhh feels so good to take that mask off !!! 
Joel Townley 

 Caption Corner
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"hey who said you could take my picture - but while your there 
"does my bum look big in this"?" 

Nancy Thurlow 
 

“Yuck, is that your ass I can smell” 
Adam bennett 

 
‘Which one’s the female?’ 

From Ian Dunbar 
 

“UK Politics!” 
Thomas Gould

Rotary International is a worldwide organisation of service clubs 
which brings together professional, business and community 
leaders to provide humanitarian services, encourage high ethical 
standards in all vocations and help build good-will and peace in 
the world. For 114 years, Rotary members have been address-ing 
challenges around the world. 
 
The Rotary Club of South Woodham Ferrers was formed in 1982 
and has been committed to serve the local Community and other 
needy causes worldwide.   
 
We have been able to do this by organising many fund-raising 
activities which have been supported by local people. We would 
like to thank you for your generous support.  
 
Here are a few things we do to raise money to enable us to 
support good causes. 

It is not all work in Rotary as we have many social events as well 
that we share with partners. Something we all enjoy. 
  
You too could help us to organise our many events while making 
new friends and gain satisfaction from a job well done.  
 
HOW????  
If you would like to know how to join us or learn more about  your 
local club, please contact us via our contact us page on the web.   
SWF Rotary (swfrotaryclub.co.uk)  
The Rotary Club is an open club to all like-minded people. 

 
Sleigh at Christmas to earn Funds                Gambia School we Funded 

  

  Support for Riding for Disabled             Swimarathon to earn Funds 

 

Fund Sensory Room in local School           Blood Pressure Day in Community 
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Mobile Beautician & Lash Specialist 
5yrs Industry Experience  
• Eyelash Extensions  

• Nouveau LVL 
• HD BrowSculpt (Brow Lamination)  

• Facials 
• Waxing (inc. Ladies Intimate Waxing)  

• Threading and Massage    
Covering: South Woodham, Burnham-on-Crouch, Maldon, Brentwood, 

Chelmsford, Danbury, Braintree, Bishop’s Stortford, Halstead,  
Colchester and more 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Discounts/or offers can’t be used in conjunction with each other 

 
Call: 07935 176 725 

Email: ellielashpro@hotmail.com 
www.instagram.com/ellielashpro

20%  
OFF

For new clients on Eyelash Ext. 
and Brow Lamination treatments 

when you show this ‘ad’ 

For you when your friends or 
family have their 

 treatment with me 

10%  
OFF

Valid for bookings made by 31st July 2021. 

SCOOBY WILL BE PLAYING OUTSIDE  
BANK HOLIDAY SUNDAY FROM 4PM   

UP COMING  
SATURDAYS - LIVE MUSIC IS BACK 

JUNE 5TH -  VOCALIST AARON KELLY 
JUNE 26TH - 5.COM 

JULY 3RD -  FROG ON A ROCKET 
JULY 10TH - MISCHIEF 

  
FRIDAY 25TH JUNE - BELATED CHRISTMAS PARTY  & DJ  

DIG OUT YOUR XMAS HATS & COME & CELEBRATE FROM 7PM 
 PLUS FROM JUNE 11TH - EURO FOOTBALL 

  Tel: 01245 322 811  
Email: info@theoaklandhotel.co.uk

The Oakland Hotel,  
2 - 6 Reeves Way 

South Woodham Ferrers, 
 Essex, CM3 5XF
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 Council News

STATION ADOPTERS COMPLETE WALL 
MURAL PROJECT 

 
The second part of the railway station adopters 
wall mural project has recently been completed. 
The mural is of a Tommy standing head bowed 
near to a cross marking a grave.Immediately 
above the cross an inscription reads lest we forget. 
 
The preparatory work was undertaken by adopter 
Ged Cooper and Keith Hollingsworth of murals by 
wallworx,who again designed and painted the 

mural.The adopters intend to hang a wreath below the cross every November. 
 
The adopters would like to publicly thank Jane sumner and Catherine Gaywood of the Essex and south Suffolk community rail 
partnership for funding the mural and their ongoing encouragement and support 
 
Angela Kellett and Bob Barnes (station adopters) 
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ON HEALTH
FOCUS

DOGS DIAGNOSING COVID. It's well known that dogs have an amazing 
sense of smell. They have up to 300 million 'smell receptors' in their noses, 
whereas we have a mere six million or so. And the section of their brain 
exclusively given over to processing the 'smell data' it receives is around 
40 times larger than ours. This comes at a cost, however - the part of a 
dog's brain devoted to dealing with astrophysics, Ludwig Wittgenstein's 
Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus and pub quizzes is correspondingly 
smaller. 
 
So can this talent be put to good use as a diagnostic tool? It's well known 
that dogs have been used to detect cancers (e.g. breast, lung and 
colorectal cancers) sometimes with a high degree of accuracy. That said, 
they have yet to supplant conventional modalities such as tumour markers 
and CT scans in clinical practice. This could be because their tendency to 
hump your leg and sniff your butt run counter to the standards of 
behaviour set out by the General Medical Council in its tract entitled 'The 
Duties of a Doctor'. 
 
This has not dissuaded researchers from looking for other uses for their 
olfactory prowess, however. Kate Kelland  for Reuters  reports that "Sniffer 
dogs trained using smelly socks worn by people infected with the SARS-
CoV-2 virus could soon be used at airports or mass gathering venues to 
pick up the “corona odour” of COVID-19-infected people, British scientists 
said on Monday. Working in teams of two, the COVID-trained dogs could 
screen a line of several hundred people coming off a plane within half an 
hour, for example, and detect with up to 94.3% sensitivity those infected, 
the scientists said. 
 
Presenting results of an early stage study - which involved some 3,500 
odour samples donated in the form of unwashed socks or T-shirts worn by 
members of the public and health workers - the researchers said the dogs 
were even able to sniff out asymptomatic or mild COVID-19 cases, as well 
as cases caused by a mutant variant that emerged in the UK late last year." 
 
It's their incredible speed and accuracy that impressed the researchers 
who say the dogs outperform lateral flow tests. The one proviso is that the 
research so far has been conducted under 'laboratory conditions' - so 
might the dogs be distracted in the real world by the cornucopia of 
delicious smells on offer? Time will tell - but the auspices are good. 
 
There are some delightful videos available online showing the dogs at 
work - and I note that the dogs who successfully sniff out Covid are given 
a biscuit. If researchers ever want to run a trial to establish which of us is 
the better diagnostician - the dog or the human - I'd be very happy to put 
my name forward on the clear understanding that a biscuit is the reward 
for getting it right. 
 

"To whoever stole my anti-depressants - I hope you're happy." David 
Sedaris (and others) 

 
POLLUTION. The BBC reports that around 6,500 schools across the UK 
are in areas with high levels of air pollution and goes on to say that 
coronavirus lockdowns made way for less traffic and cleaner air - but, as 
measures continue to ease, traffic levels are beginning to return to pre-
pandemic levels. And back in March the Guardian reported on research 
which showed that: "One in four UK homes are surrounded by air pollution 
exceeding safety limits set by the World Health Organization (WHO), an 
analysis has shown following research revealing that road pollution affects 
virtually every part of Britain. Nearly 8m UK addresses are affected by high 
levels of particulate matter or nitrogen dioxide, the data analysis 
commissioned by campaigning group the Central Office of Public Interest 
(COPI) showed. Researchers at Imperial College London used computer 
models to produce estimated concentrations of the levels of three toxic 
pollutants – PM (particulate matter) 2.5, PM10 and NO2 – at each address, 
accurate to 20 sq metres (24 sq yards)." 
 
It's fairly safe to assume that the WHO 'safe limits' are bound to be 
tightened as evidence of harm accumulates. 
 
The significance for Woodham is that the realisation that pollution has a 
very damaging effect on health may have come to the fore recently - but 
there is a significant time delay between its appearance in the scientific 

literature and its progression  into legislation. Developers, understandably, 
like to look to the future when it suits them, and ignore what is about to 
take place when it doesn't. It would be comforting to think that the 
planners believe that one of  their roles - and an important one - is to 
protect the public. Sadly, when it comes to those who live, work and learn 
in SWF, there is little evidence of this thus far. 
 

Generally speaking, I think it is fair to say that I am a friend to the 
creatures of the earth when I am not busy eating them or wearing them. 

P. G. Wodehouse 
  
ARE VACCINES UP TO DEALING WITH NEW VARIANTS? Yes is the short 
answer ... but you need both according to Public Health England (PHE). Its  
new study shows that 2 doses of the covid-19 vaccines are highly effective 
against the b.1.617.2 variant first identified in India. 
 
PHE says that: "Vaccine effectiveness against symptomatic disease from 
the b.1.617.2 variant is similar after 2 doses compared to the b.1.1.7 (Kent) 
variant dominant in the UK, and we expect to see even higher levels of 
effectiveness against hospitalisation and death." And Dr Mary Ramsay, 
Head of Immunisation at PHE, said: "This study provides reassurance that 
2 doses of either vaccine offer high levels of protection against 
symptomatic disease from the B.1.617.2 variant. We expect the vaccines 
to be even more effective at preventing hospitalisation and death, so it is 
vital to get both doses to gain maximum protection against all existing 
and emerging variants." 
 
So, just when you thought it was safe to go back in the water, where does 
this leave us? The Indian variant is spreading so, at least until you've had 
both jabs, the cautious advice is 'Don't drop your guard.' 
 
One factor that has come to the fore when it comes to prevention/staying 
safe is that it's much safer to meet outdoors than indoors ... and, if you are 
indoors, good ventilation is the key. PHE clearly doesn't think we know the 
meaning of the word so it gives us a brief explanation: "Ventilation is the 
process of introducing fresh air into indoor spaces while removing stale 
air." So now you know! 
  
Somewhat more helpfully, PHE goes on to explain that: "Letting fresh air 
into indoor spaces can help remove air that contains virus particles and 
prevent the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). When someone with 
COVID-19 breathes, speaks, coughs or sneezes, they release particles 
(droplets and aerosols) containing the virus that causes COVID-19. While 
larger droplets fall quickly to the ground, smaller droplets and aerosols 
containing the virus can remain suspended in the air. If someone breathes 
in virus particles that are suspended in the air, they can become infected 
with COVID-19. This is known as airborne transmission. 
  
In poorly ventilated rooms the amount of virus in the air can build up, 
increasing the risk of spreading COVID-19, especially if there are lots of 
infected people in the room. The virus can also remain in the air after an 
infected person has left. Bringing fresh air into a room and removing older 
stale air that contains virus particles reduces the chance of spreading 
covid-19. the more fresh air that is brought inside, the quicker any airborne 
virus will be removed from the room." 
  
The NHS provides more advice  about testing - and about avoiding close 
contact with other people (social distancing), looking after your wellbeing 
(etc) at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/# 
  
We're at the 'so near and yet so far' stage at the moment ... and, frustrating 
as it may be, common sense precautions remain the order of the day for a 
wee while longer. 
 
Dr. John 
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The Barns, Crows Lane, 
Woodham Ferrers CM3 8RR

01245 324437 

Your Pet Is Our Priority
An independent veterinary practice 
based in Woodham Ferrers, set in 
open countryside with a large client 
only car park.
 
You can be assured that Katherine and 
her team will provide the very best 
care for your beloved pets in a 
warm and friendly environment.
 
Visit and like our Facebook page 
or go to our website for 
information on regular offers, 
yearly health plans and 
much more. 
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Happy 7th Birthday 
Ava! 

Lots of love from 
Mummy, Daddy, Max, 

Ralph and Roxy xxx

Happy 7th Birthday 
to our beautiful 
Jessie! We hope 
you have a really 

special day. Lots of 
love from Mummy, 
Daddy and Jamesy 

xxxx

Jessica is super seven! 
Wishing a very special 

girl an extra special 
birthday. 

We are very proud of 
our wonderful 

granddaughter, niece 
& cousin. 

Lots & lots of love 
darling, 

Xx   Nannie, Grandad, 
Iz, David & Sammy   

XxXx

‘Happy Birthday to our 
gorgeous daughter 
Lois. Always happy 
and smiling. Lots of 
love, mum, dad and 
your big sisters xx’  

Happy 5th Birthday Frankie  
Love  

Mummy , Daddy , Ronnie and 
Pixie  Xxxxx

Double Digits!!! 
Wishing our 

handsome son and 
the best big bro 

Archie a very happy 
10th birthday. All our 

love & kisses from 
Mummy, Daddy & 
little bro Jack xxxx 



Thank you 

Everyo
ne!
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Ann Woolley 
I like reading the Focus because it keeps 

residents informed of what's going on in the 
town. I've submitted various articles over the 

years, mainly relating to local Girlguiding 
activities and they've always been published 

promptly. Congratulations on the 1000th edition 
SWF Focus team.

Adam Jarrett 

I really love the focus as it's really nice 

to see what goes on in South Woodham 

Ferrers I'm very interesting to read and 

very inspiring pictures I look forward to 

seeing the focus every week as I collect 

the magazine for the pictures

Dorota Jannece 
Focus is great for local information

Chris Blowers 

Always been a huge fan of the 

focus. As local editorials go this 

right up there. 

Always full with local news, 

supporting events, great features 

including the ever popular “over 

to you” section. 

Really lovely team behind it all. 

Keep doing what you’re doing 

guys

John Bond 
By far the best source of local information 

delivered straight to your door

Sam Tyler 
The focus is a great thing for the 

community, used them for advertising 
many times in previous work and job 

adverts always worth a look and 
share. Keep up the good work & 
congratulations on the 1000th 

edition!

Sue Evans 
I’ve lived in SWF since 1977 and seen many 
changes some good some not so good. I’ve 
always enjoyed seeing and hearing what’s 

going on in our town through the Focus and 
the earlier Informer. I think it’s a great way for 
people to feel part of the community keep up 

the good work 

Deirdre Taylor 
I enjoy reading the focus each week 
as it keeps me updated with what’s 

going on in my town. The articles are 
varied and well written . They make 

me feel part of a community

Linda Sinclair 
Good balance of articles, news and 

information. Keep up the good work

Sarah Murphy 

Local news, great photos, local ads and the 

list of phone numbers you need to know

Barry McCall 
Very informative for all local residents. 
Well done Ahead4 for the generous 

prize!!

Kay Bennett 
It’s not just me that’s interested in the 
houses, birthdays, community efforts., 
but my children have always found it 
an interesting read too!! Something 

for everyone.

Frances Knox 

I enjoy reading the focus 

because it’s about south 

Woodham and what goes one 

Angela F Angela 
My Mum, 87, always looks forward 

to receiving her copy of Focus, 
which is then passed on to me. 

Congratulations for reaching 1000 
editions.

Mel Tucker 

Birthdays, I love the Over to You - 

but we sit and wait for Dr John!! 

Congrats on 1000 editions!!
Jenny Palmer 

Keeps us in touch with all the local 
news which has been very needed 

in these recent times.
Kerry Gwilliams 

We love reading the focus and all 
about our local community. We also 
have helped to deliver them for the 
past 12 years come rain or shine 😊 

Congratulations on reaching 1000th 
edition 🎉

Ben Kitching 
Great for community information and local 

businesses

Tim Harvey 
Where else can you listen and learn from your 

neighbours? 
Highlights from the schools, local social groups 

and activities that have all involved. 
The origination of Hegman and the original 

space to complain about dog poo. 
Pictures of pretty gardens and giant fruit, a 
packed bandstand on May day and market 

stalls on a Thursday. 
Dr John's chats and crosswords to tax our 

minds. 
Local businesses being helped to flourish and 

the praise of all our fantastic community 
helpers and participants who make our town 

great. 
'Over to you'! 

Thank you The Focus and on to 2,000 editions 
😃🎉

Mitch Fisk 
love catching up with all the latest news and 

gossip in the SWF Focus

Chris Mason 
Handy to see the business adverts

Michael Thomas 
We always look through the Focus 
when it arrives, mainly for the local 

news but there is so much for the local 
residents to gain from it.

James Fisk 
I like being kept up to date with the 

latest news and on-goings

Wesley Steven Bill 
Good old the focus when I used to live in 
woodham and work always a good read

Karen Cook 
How else can I embarrass all my family/ 
friends with their milestone birthdays 
without the Focus!!! Seriously we look 

forward to nosing through it every week 
to keep up to date with all that impacts 

us in SWF & sometimes having great 
discussions from the ‘over to you’ 
section. Congratulations on your 

1,000th edition and here’s to many 
more 

Barry Siveyer 
Swfocus good local news !

Chris Wallis 
A great magazine giving local news.

Kay Bennett 
It’s not just me that’s interested in the 
houses, birthdays, community efforts., 

but my children have always found it an 
interesting read too!! Something for 

everyone.

WE LOVE THE FOCUS

Philip Wicks 
Great local news and a good barometer of 

how the local people are thinking

The Focus- reaching out to the Community 
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I was looking back through the old copies of the South Woodham 
Focus and tried to pick out some articles that had been the most 
interactive within the Community and guess what that was? It was 
of course the sightings of the ‘Bus of Doom’ featured in our 19th 
December Issue 2003. 
 
So many of our 
readers got behind 
this story and it all 
started from a letter 
that  Simon sent in to 
the’ Over to You’ page 
as follows: 
 
Dear Editor , 
I regulary partake in 
the exodus of people 
leaving South 
Woodham by car of a 
morning, and have 
noticed a very strange 
sight. At approx. 7.40am there is a ghostly white bus with no 
passengers on board, which passes me whilst I am queuing for the 
Shaw Farm roundabout. Its final destination is the South Cemetery 
and the rout number is 666! 
 
I have also seen “the Bus of Doom” travelling down Albert Rd, and 
would be most grateful if any other readers can confirm my 
sightings, and possibly explain this strange phenomenon. 
 
I can confirm that the driver does not wear a red uniform with horns 
on his head and he doesnt appear to have a scythe in one hand 
(obviously a safe driver with two hands on the wheel. I look forward 

to hearing of other sightings and so more and more also spotted 
the Bus of Doom. 
 
Since that letter was sent in we had more sightings and it certainly 
captured everyones imagination and the hype around the 
sightings triggered off requests from local newspapers and 
broadcasters. 
 
As time went on we were to find out that the reported bus was in 
fact a school bus which was operated by Thorns of Rayleigh with 
a destination of Sandon School. 
 
Another strange coincidence, the name of the driver of the so 
called ‘Bus of Doom’ was called Damon of all names. It was 
Damon’s sense of humour that started the whole epic. 
 
You can read some of the letters that were sent in at the time 
below:

Dear Editor. 
 
I was very interested and I must say relieved to read that another 
SW resident had seen the ’Bus’. 
 
I first saw the bus around Halloween and thought that someone 
was either playing a trick on us or I was going mad. I told a few 
friends who thought I was messing about. I have seen the bus on 
several occasions now whilst on my way to work. 
 
The destination i thought actually said Southend Cemetery and 
number was definitely 666. There was no passengers and does 
not appear to stop anywhere. - The driver is very stiff looking, 
eyes front and all that, like he is transfixed.

LOOKING BACK 
DEC 2003
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Well, what can only be described as 
probably the dullest, wettest, coldest 

start to Spring I can remember was 
broadly interrupted in early May when 
my fellow councillors decided that 
they would like me to chair the Town 
Council for the next 12 months.  I 
thank them for their support, which 

now permits the obligatory ’20 
Questions About Me’ section in The 

Focus.  Just think of it, warm clusters of 
empathic prose demonstrating that I am truly humbled by this role 
entrusted to me and deeply in-touch with local opinion.  But you 
didn’t wanna read that.  It would not quite fit with the passive-
aggressive style that regular readers of ‘Town Talk’ have come to 
expect of me.  It is therefore easier if I jump straight to the answers. 
 
• My parents, only me. 
• 1981, Creekview Road. 
• Yes. 
• It was a burger and chips in the upstairs café of Asda. 
• The first time, hmm yes, it was in 1984, I got kicked out for 

playing the fruit machine and not buying a drink. 
• No I never have, I was once stopped for accidently treading 

on a pigeon outside Barclays, but they let me go home. 
• Toyota 1000 (dark green PHK 997R, you never forget your 

first). 
• Drove the diesel train once from Battlesbridge to Woodham 

when coming home from school, as you do like. 
• Tallow Gate 1988, the queue to reserve one on release day 

was all through the night, by a bit of luck, I secured the last flat. 
• No, nor do I want to either, I don’t like gardening that much. 
• Has to be when the funfair with the ‘hearts and diamonds’ 

came to Saltcoats. 
• Well, they need filling of course, but there are other equally 

important things to get done. 
• Of course I do, I’ve said that from the off, but I still have some 

concerns and I think 1200 is too many using the same roads. 
• Hobnobs (dark chocolate only). 
• Yes. 
• No I won’t apologise for that, if people genuinely don’t like 

living here, they should consider moving. 
• Not sure on that one, let’s see how it plays out and then take a 

reasoned view on it. 
• Crikey already, you sure, let’s hope for a good summer first,

but yes, really looking forward to it this year, and hopefully we 
won’t have to cancel it again. 

• Yes, it is the best, and I have lived away on contract work a few 
times in some ‘tricky’ places. 

• Pie & Mash, and the pies must be served upside down. 
 
Mayor’s Charity 
Every year, the Town Mayor gets to nominate a charity for fund-
raising events.  The norm is to select something personal and close 
to my heart.  My mum succumbed to cancer in 1985 and my dad 
was on dialysis for his last 8 years so it would be easy for me to 
make such a choice.  However, me? normal, I feel I should take a 
different viewpoint.  I’ve looked at it from what I believe will work 
well for our town.  With a lot of consideration, soul-searching and 
thought, I have selected Young Minds as this years’ Mayor’s charity 
which carries a focus of youth / young adults and mental health.  
For us in South Woodham, the raising of awareness for a charity is 
just as important as raising funds for it, so I do hope this choice 
resonates with us all and we can do some good things, no matter 
how small, together. 
 
Back to Normal 
The Town Council has recently restarted face to face council 
meetings.  For the moment, the jury is still out on this.  We must 
hold the meetings in person after all tiers of local government 
were left in limbo on the 7th of May, when the legislation for 
allowing Zoom and on-line meetings expired.  Please bear with us 
if you plan on attending any meetings and are told you can’t.  We 
currently can only accommodate around 20-30 people in total 
(depending on which hall at Champions Manor we commandeer) 

and the guidance changes almost every week. 
 
I’m well pleased that The Focus has reached its 1000th issue.  For 
a free, printed local news publication, this is a major achievement.  
Let’s be honest, who in town buys the Essex Chronicle for local 
news stories anymore?  It used to have a Woodham cover and 
Woodham internal section, but now, virtually everything in it is 
happening within half a mile from the centres of the borough 
council capitals, except when there is trouble to stir up, then it 
ventures down our way.  For me, The Focus represents what we 
are in this town, a community that supports each other, and 
socialises, but also wants to get on with living without too much 
interference.   
 
Not that I blame the Chronicle for that.  In recent years, 
Chelmsford City (Borough) Council have also become far too city 
centre centric.  They are still dining out on the John Lewis effect in 
believing that every survey, consultation, demand, and provision 
only needs to consider the City Centre and its contiguous parish 
areas.  Chelmsford seems to get everything it needs whenever 
anyone asks. While we need Chelmsford to be successful, one of 
my personal crusades will be to trying tip the scales more in our 
favour so we are not just that ‘district 13’ down in the south-east 
that the ‘Capitol Civil Service’ need not consider. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the town’s 
Facebook (FB) group for their contribution to opinion, debate, and 
reason.  I know at times, the group can become judge, jury, and 
executioner in 60 seconds, but we are quite privileged to have an 
online community that is at the frontier of the social media 
evolution.  FB staff are in the group, along with almost every ‘ex-
pat’ who has ever lived in Woodham or who have family living 
here.  As one of the earliest online FB community groups in Essex 
(2007) and indeed the country, we are often used to trial new 
group features and our admin spends time at FB HQ as a group 
representative.   With The Focus and the Facebook group, we are 
blessed to have a great local platform that prints strong opinions, 
rapidly shares messages on anyone driving suspiciously for more 
than 10 seconds, and locates missing dogs, Amazon parcels and 
takeaways within minutes.   Long may they both continue.  Until 
next time, Murrough. 
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Over to you...

SWF ROUGH PAVEMENT COMPETITION 
 

The Summer is nearly upon us and we 
thought it might be a good time to take 
a  look around our neighbourhoods and 
see what the state of the town's 
pavements and footways are. So, for the 
month of June we propose an open 
competition for the title: 'Roughest 
Pavement in Town'. 
 
Once you have identified which stretch 
of pavement around your area would 
benefit from a makeover, go to our 
Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/swfcta and post your 
comment below our PAVEMENT COMPETITION post. You need 
to say which road you are nominating, which side of the road and 
between which points (e.g. house numbers). At the end of June 
we will take a look at all your nominations and decide on finalists, 
one for each of the 4 wards (Chetwood, Collingwood, Elmwood 
and Woodville) and an overall winner for the whole town. 
 
All 4 finalists will be communicated to Essex Highways and our 
Essex County Councillor Bob Massey with a request that some 
much-needed remedial work be undertaken. 
 
 

JOAN HAS RETIRED! 
 
Hello everyone,  Joan here alive and well, it is very nice to be 
missed as your crossing patrol for Woodville school. I retired last 
May during the first lockdown so you may not have been aware. I 
loved working with all the parents and the lovely children and 
would recommend it to anyone looking for a part time job. Take 
care of yourselves and stay safe 
 
Joan Murphy 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
I'd like to say a big thank you to our local Fire Brigade boys who 
came to my rescue on 20 April after a water leak from my gas 
boiler. We were in a real panic as Gas Engineer could not turn my 
water off from the mains. Not their usual call-out request but I 
cannot thank them enough for their help that day. 

  
Jan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

King David 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many of the Psalms in the Bible are attributed to David – King 
David as he became. Reading all the stories about him in the 
Old Testament we find this person who was at various times in 
his life not only a King and an ancestor of Jesus but also a 
Shepherd, a Poet, a Giant-killer, a Teacher, a Betrayer, a Liar, an 
Adulterer, a Murderer i.e. a mixture during his life of things 
which were Good and things which were Bad – at some points 
very Bad! Interpreting the Shepherd as someone who was 
caring, and the Poet as someone who created things, and 
leaving out the Murders we have a general description that 
could be applied to almost everyone. To YOU, and to ME. We all 
have good and bad within us, highs and low in our lives. 
 
Reading the Psalms of David he often talks to God about 
fighting, swords, arrows etc. We initially get the picture of this 
warrior King. Further (more careful) reading shows that the 
biggest enemies in his life and in the lives of the people with 
whom he was associated were thoughtlessness, selfishness and 
greed and a fear of the results of the actions of others. 
 
Putting King David into today’s context, he recognized in 
himself and others thoughtless behaviours which enabled the 
spread of the Coronavius and the fear that catching the virus 
has. God had led King David to what might have been a 
freedom and way of life that was without anxieties and fears, 
(like a phase three of coming out of lock-down) but left him 
showing deep concerns that troubled him. I can imagine him 
being kept awake at night with these bad thoughts. 
 
The Psalms also show the comfort he was able to experience in 
the way God recognized the goodness of his heart and the love 
God had for him. Does God recognize a good heart in you? Do 
you allow God to comfort you? Do you, will you open yourself 
to God’s love? 
The Bible shows that God’s way is to bring the smallest, weakest, 
poorest, fragile, frightened amongst us, yes and the people who 
have sins on their conscience, as well as you and me into His 
comfort, His Peace, His Love. 
 

 South Woodham Ferrers Christian Council 
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Steve Canham 
I have been with the Focus magazine for about 
10 years now and can honestly say it has been 

an integral part of promoting my business both 
in the early days of my start up and vital through 

the early years. Will continue to promote my 
business via the SWF Focus and some of there 

other publications. 
regards Steve the gutter man

 Letter’s Page
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BILLBOARD
FOCUS
RADIO  
PERFECTLY SUITED FOR THE ELDERLY OR PEOPLE WITH DEMENTIA. IT 
IS EASY TO SET UP WITH A ONE TOUCH BUTTON. SMART LOOKING 
RETRO STYLE . £20 TEL:  07941302947 
 
SHOPPING TROLLY  
WALKING AID  WITH SEAT, SHOPPING STORAGE AND BRAKE. GOOD 
CONDITION. £4    TEL: 07941302947 
 
CHILD’S BMX BIKE 
MAINLY BLACK WITH WHITE/PINK AREAS, 16 INCH WHEEL, WOULD 
SUIT CHILD 7-10 YEARS OLD, VERY GOOD CONDITION £20 
 
DOUBLE INTERNAL PANELLED DOORS,  
WHITE, EACH DOOR 198CM HIGH X 61CM WIDE, COMES WITH DOOR 
HANDLES AND HINGES BUT THEY CAN BE REPLACED WITH YOUR 
OWN HANDLES. £20 THE PAIR   07957 417303 
 
CHILD'S HARRY HALL LINED RUBBER RIDING BOOTS, 
SIZE 13.5 - 1.  GOOD CONDITION.  £5.00 TEL NO.  01245 400561 
 
QUEENS SILVER JUBILEE 1952-1977  ROUND TRAY. £10.  322025 
 
BABY STUFF FROM NANNYS-  
MOTHERS CUDDLE SLING £10 VTECH PUSH ALONG WALKER £2 
MOTHERCARE WALKER £10 PREP MACHINE WITH UNOPENED BRAND 
NEW FILTER £30 07974607425 
 
FISHER PRICE VINTAGE CAMPER £15.    01245 322025  
 
GARDEN BENCH 
METAL ENDS PAINTED GREEN, WOODEN SLATS NEED PAINTING 
HENCE JUST £5 01245 425347 
 
1X FOLDABLE WORKBENCH HARDLY 
USED £25 ONO 1X HEDGECUTTER EXTREME 600WATTS. GOOD 
WORKING ORDER £50 ONO. CHILD BIKE STABILIZER FIXES TO REAR 
WHEELS £20. ONO PHONE 07737569490 FOR INFORMATION  
 
LARGE OLD ILLUSTRATED , GOLD LEAFED FAMILY BIBLE  
FRONT AND BACK COVER SPLINES NEED ADDRESSING , IT HAS CLIPS 
TO KEEP THE BOOK CLOSED, MORE OF AN ANTIQUE, LOVELY 
ILLUSTRATIONS INSIDE, A REAL COLLECTORS ITEM, MUST BE SEEN, 
TO APPRECIATE, £100, TEL:- 07765578091.  
 
FLICKER 3 SCOOTER. 
WHITE PINK AND BLACK £5 
KIDS GOLF CLUBS BAG AND TROLLEY. 2 X PUTTERS, 4 X IRONS (5, 6, 
7, 8), PITCHER AND SANDWEDGE £10 TEL: 07903136048 
 
ZULU DVD. £2.00 WRAPPED 
SUPERMAN RETURNS 2 DISCS SPECIAL ADDITION WRAPPED. £2.50 
01245 322025 
 
*SINGLE METAL FUTON* 
SINGLE METAL FRAME FUTON CHAIR FROM KYOTO FUTONS LTD.  
CREAM COLOURED MATERIAL.  PULLS OUT TO SINGLE BED.  IN GOOD 
CONDITION, ONLY USED A FEW TIMES AT NAN’S HOUSE. £60 – 
01245 321645 
 *SINGLE METAL BED FRAME* 
SILVER COLOUR METAL SINGLE BED FRAME.  NO MATTRESS, FRAME 
ONLY.  FRAME IS METAL SPRUNG BASE, NOT WOODEN SLATS.  VERY 
GOOD CONDITION – USED IN SPARE ROOM AT NAN’S HOUSE.  £30 – 
01245 321645. 

 
Billboard adverts email to wendy@focuspp.com
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WEDGEWOOD ROYAL ALBERT OLD COUNTRY ROSES BONE CHINA 
6 PIECE DINNER SET (DINNER PLATES, SIDE PLACES AND SERVING 
PLATE) 
6 PIECE TEA SET (TEA POT, MILK JUG, SUGAR BOWL 6 TEA CUPS AND 
SAUCERS) 
6 PIECE COFFEE SET (COFFEE JUG, SUGAR BOWL, 6 MUGS) 
CAKE STAND 
PHOTO FRAME 
SALT AND PEPPER POTS 
MATCHING SHOE TRINKETS 
NEVER BEEN USED, DISPLAYED IN A CABINET. £120   01245 321645 
 
WHITE MIRRORED FURNITURE SET 
LOVELY BEDROOM FURNITURE IN GOOD CONDITION 
2X BED SIDE TABLES £70 EACH. GREAT CONDITION LIKE NEW. 
1X DRESSING TABLE- £100 IN GOOD CONDITION SMALL CRACK IN 
GLASS TOP RIGHT OF DRESSING TABLE. 
CHEST OF DRAWS £100 IN GOOD CONDITION 
SMALL CRACK UNDER THE TOP DRAW HANDLE. COLLECTION ONLY 
PLEASE CONTACT FOR ANY FURTHER INFORMATION 07462123094 
 
HOTPOT WASHING MACHINE - MODEL NSWM 743U W UK.  ONE 
YEAR OLD. VERY GOOD CONDITION.  £50 ONO.  PHONE 
07984719777” 

MOT Tester/Vehicle Technician 
Required 

 
We are an established family run business in 

Chelmsford looking for an experienced and well 
motivated vehicle technician to join our team.  

 
We have a full time permanent position available, 

offering great rates for the perfect candidate. Daily 
tasks will include MOT testing vehicles, diagnostics, 

servicing, repairs, clutches plus more.  
 

The perfect candidate will be able to work efficiently 
in a fast paced environment and to be able to work 

together as a team as well as being able to complete 
their tasks alone. 

 
Ongoing technical training courses available.  

Please email CV to: 
chelmsford@tyretechautocentre.co.uk 

%

SITUATIONS VACANT 
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Meadow Croft Garden Centre 
 

CURRENT VACANCIES 
 

RESTAURANT ASSISTANT - to join our busy restaurant team. 
1 year hospitality experience is essential. 

 
GARDEN SHOP ASSISTANT – to join our Garden Shop team 

looking after pet care, wild bird and animal care, tools, garden 
sundries and chemicals. 

 
SEASONAL CATERING MANAGER – this is a 4-month contract 

to run our two German Market food huts – 1 year hospitality 
and catering management is essential. 

 
Weekend work is essential in all these roles. 

 
To apply for any of these roles please email your cv with 

covering letter (stating the position you are interested in) to 
Jane at 

meadowcroftadmin@wdsmith.com 
 

 
 THE OAKLAND HOTEL 

  
 STAFF REQUIRED 

  
HOUSEKEEPER FOR HOTEL BEDROOMS AND TO LIGHTLY 

CLEAN THE BAR A COUPLE OF MORNINGS A WEEK 
  

FULL OR PART TIME 
  

BAR STAFF - PART TIME 
  

BOTH POSITIONS WILL INCLUDE SOME WEEKEND WORK 
  

PLEASE SEND CV TO:   info@theoaklandhotel.co.uk 
 

PERSON REQUIRED FOR ONLINE 
BUSINESS 

Must have knowledge of clothing, types & styles for 
descriptions to upload on to ebay. 

Full training given. Hours Mon-Fri 9.30 - 2.30 or 7.30 - 3.30 
Call for details 077754 513717 

off the A130 at East Hanningfield 
( must be able to drive)

WAREHOUSE PERSON REQUIRED FOR 
ONLINE BUSINESS 

Duties include picking parcels from heavy boxes 
 & tidying up. Must be fit, strong & reliable.  

Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 7.30 - 3.00 
Call for details 077754 513717 

off the A130 at East Hanningfield 
(must be able to drive)

                                                                      Elmwood Primary School!
Guys Farm Road   !

South Woodham Ferrers   !
Essex  !

CM3 5NB!
                                                                                                 Telephone:  01245 321301   !

Headteacher:  Mrs Helen Shaw   B.Ed (Hons)!
!
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 M.J. KEYS ROOFING 
50 years experience 

All aspects of roofing undertaken including, tiling, slating, felt roofing, 
asphalting, fascias, soffits and guttering. 

All work fully guaranteed and can be back guaranteed. 
For expert advice and and free estimate please call: 

Paul 07877 824703 
See our website: www.mjroofingservices.co.uk 

ACTIVE ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS 
Based in South Woodham with 30 years experience 

� Extra sockets + lights � New fuse boards � Showers  
� Fault finding � Testing + inspecting � PAT Testing 

� EV Charging Points  
NO JOB TOO SMALL! Call Clint for FREE estimates 

Office – 01245 320323 or Mobile 07786 030797 
www.active-electrical-solutions.co.uk

!-#$'))*(�,%

%( ,.+-"
-�.+'&&,*.

Repairs to all:
WASHING MACHINES, ELECTRIC COOKERS 

TUMBLE DRYERS & DISHWASHERS

"'$*0+'-.+0)(/-,.+,)%0�0! 0�/.*)0/#(/*,/&-/

Tel: 01245 630934 / 07989113220 TEL: 01245 633017 / 07989 11322O

  
TRADE PAGES
FOCUS

Call the team to advertise in this section on 01245 32 31 30

The Focus- reaching out to the Community 

Computer Services
Upgrades, Virus Removal
Hardware/Software Installation
Advice and Basic Tuition.
Reasonable Rates.
For a Home Visit call:

Mark Piesse
01245 321514
07973 522412

m.piesse@tiscali.co.uk

We REPAIR all makes of PVCU & Aluminium Windows
� Misted / broken sealed units? �Windows draughty?
� Broken hinges? � Door not working properly?
� Replacement patio door wheels
� Replacement PVC door panels

Call NOW for a FREE Quotation. No call out charge
Tel: 01702 544 233 www.discountwindowclinic.co.uk

10% discount
with this advert

��)!+"*') (&+*$+%#+

10% discount 
off sealed units

 
ADM GARDENING

l Free quotations          l Pruning                 l Fencing 
l Turfing                         l Decking                l Landscaping 
l Pressure cleaning      l Cement works      l Patios 

Office: 01245 476993  Mobile: 07990 650295

2
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Mower Repairs & Servicing  
Free Collection and Delivery Available 

    Mobile Repairs and Service of  
All Petrol Engine Mowers   

                                  Phone Liam on: 07496831526 
                                                       Email: omal86@live.co.uk 

Vehicle Technician 
Mobile Servicing and Repairs 
Jaguar Land Rover Trained 

Phone or message Liam on: 07496 831526   
Email: omal86@live.co.uk
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Plumbing & Heating Engineer
Local 24 Hr Plumbing Service & Repair 
l Burst Pipes & Leaks l Toilet & Tap Repairs 
l Bathroom Installations l Fully Insured 
l 10+ Years Experience l No Job Too Small 

Call Brad: 07918 105804

Call for a 
FREE 

Quotation

V.J.M. PLUMBING AND BATHROOMS 
The Bathroom you always wanted at a price you can afford! 

COMPLETE INSTALLATION BY BATHROOM SPECIALISTS 
Full Domestic Plumbing Service Available 

All work at a High Standard, Competitive Prices.  
Bathrooms, En-suites, Cloakrooms, Power Showers etc,  

All types of bathroom furniture. Work  Guaranteed and Fully Insured 

Call Vince: 01245 324187 or 07768 695140 
WWW.VJMPLUMBINGANDBATHROOMS.COM

• PAINTING 
• DECORATING 
• INTERIOR / EXTERIOR  
City & Guilds   
Fully Insured 
FREE Estimates 

01245 324117 
07956 216982  
chapman-andrew6@sky.com     Established in SWF for over 25 years

2
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All decorating works undertaken. For free estimates please call Gerry: 

������������������������
007415 421381 01245 425904  

enquiries@gerryludlowdecorating.com 

Find me on 

35 Yrs Experience  

South Woodham Ferrers Library 
 is looking for volunteers to help with this year's Summer Reading Challenge.  

To find out more and apply online, please visit libraries.essex.gov.uk
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For a FREE no obligation valuation or to take advantage of the NO VAT offer  
 call us now on 01245 327788  

or email: andybarrell@woodhamestates.co.uk 

INCHBONNIE RD £425,000 
** NO ONWARD CHAIN **  
 
Detached THREE bedroom bungalow on a very generous 
plot with wrap around gardens, detached garage, off road 
parking, light and airy lounge and gas central heating. 
Located within close proximity of the town centre with a 
pedestrian walk way to the front and rear driveway and 
access.

Unit 2, Bloomsbury Court, Brickfields Road, South Woodham Ferrers, Essex CM3 5XB 
T: 01245 327788  |  M: 07930 919767  |  andybarrell@woodhamestates.co.uk  |  www.woodhamestates.co.uk

GANDALFS RIDE £265,000 
* * NO ONWARD CHAIN * 
 
Delightful TWO bedroom mid terrace home ideal for first time 
buyers or investors alike. 
 
Property has access to a lovely communal swimming pool, 
allocated parking and is offered for sale with no chain above.

Andy Barrell, principal and owner of the newly formed agent Woodham Estates has recently left Intercounty/ LSL after 13 years 
as a franchisee. 

 
We are now getting to the stage where our portal feeds with Rightmove and  Zoopla will be live by 1st June 2021. 

 
Unfortunately due to a technical hiccup our transition has not been as seamless as we had hoped. However the glitches are now 

sorted and we will be show casing our properties again very soon. Our office has been rebranded, new boards can be seen 
around the area and a new bespoke website is on the internet www.woodhamestates.co.uk. 

  
With this in mind and as we are keen to increase our available stock for both sales and lettings we are offering for the months of 

June and July 21 the following fees. 
Sales fee 1% of the sold price with NO VAT. 

Rental managed fee of 8% per calender month with NO VAT. 
 

Having started from scratch as an Intercounty franchisee in the January of 2008 Andy has sold and let properties in all types of 
markets, good and bad, and has a vast knowledge of the local area, market trends and offers a quality personal service to all 

clients. Coming away from an established company such as LSL has proved challenging but ultimately our commitment to the 
highest levels of service remains our priority. 

 

Woodham Estates
WE

Congratulations to all at the Focus on your 1000th edition. We looking forward to continuing our long standing relationship. 



South Woodham Councillors

Churches

Religious Centres

Chemists

Healthcare

Important Telephone Numbers

Senior Meals on Wheels

Physiotherapist

Police Station non emergencies 101 or 0300 333 4444 
Fire Station 0300 303 0088 
Neighbourhood Watch  
  (contact via the Police Stn above) 
Town Council Champions Manor Hall Community Centre 321817 
Leisure Centre (SWF Swimming Pool) 605600 
Village Hall 325568 
Library 0345 603 7628 
Volunteer Centre Chelmsford 250731 
Community Transport 477750  
  ‘Dial A Ride’ 9.30am - 4.45pm 
SWF Community Care 321180  
Post Office  324066 

Dentists

Senior Meals on Wheels Service The Eatery 322263

Mid Essex Buddhist Centre 07936 534546

Taxis and Minibuses
 

SWT Taxi’s & Private Hire 01245 322262 

Chetwood Ward  
Bob Massey  
Ashley John 

Alan Shearring  
Ben Pullen 

Email: karen@southwoodhamferrerstc.gov.uk 
Russ Crosbie - Email: russ.crosbie@gmail.com 

 
 Collingwood Ward 

Peter Ferry 
Malcolm Sisme 
Anne Hmphrey  

Darren Thompson 
John Miller  

Email: karen@southwoodhamferrerstc.gov.uk  
Elmwood Ward 
Murrough O’Brien  

Jackie Birch 
Lisa Kelly 

Martyn Lobar  
Scott Wilson 

Email: karen@southwoodhamferrerstc.gov.uk        Woodville Ward     Keith Bentley 

DIRECTORY

Vets

Schools

Evangelical Church       07375936840 
Church of England     322134 
Christ the King Church, RCCG.  07538097421 
Methodist Church                   01621 853423 
New Life Church          01245 321188 
Roman Catholic Church         324138 
Salvation Army            01268 768803 
Woodham Ferrers Congregational Church    01702 551950 
St Mary’s Church Woodham Ferrers.            
contact Church Warden, Sharon Hutton Mayson     07773 644326 

Blaircourt Pet Clinic   324437 

Collingwood Primary 322258 
Elmwood Primary       321301 
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary 321828 
St Mary’s Primary (Aided) Woodham Ferrers Village 320505 
Trinity St Mary’s (Aided)        321711 
Woodville Primary     321755 
William de Ferrers     326326 

Email: wendy@focuspp.com     Tel: 01245 32 31 30

7 Oakland Dental Care (Dr. H. Chaudry) 328451 
 

Essex Physiotherapist Clinic  325037 
Matt Ross Physiotherapy    07814 717577 

Govani Chemist 321910 
(Sunday & Bank Holidays 10am - 12pm) 
Village Pharmacy 320344

Health Clinic 0300 3032619 
NHS Direct 111 
Dr Susan Matthew, Kingsway Surgery 321391 
Anson Close Surgery  328040 
Brickfields Surgery 328855 
Greenwood Surgery 426898 
Life Chiropractic Clinics 01268 774008 
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Elmwood & Woodville Ward  
 Ian Roberts  

Keith Bentley 
 Tricia Hughes 

Email: karen@southwoodhamferrerstc.gov.uk 
  

Chetwood & Collingwood Ward  
Ashley John 
 Bob Massey  

 Malcolm Sismey 
Email: karen@southwoodhamferrerstc.gov.uk

South Woodham Ferrers City Councillors

Donna Eley  
 Ian Roberts 
John Burman  

Toni Perham-lake 
Email: karen@southwoodhamferrerstc.gov.uk 
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