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Hello everyone, 

Well we are almost at the end of another year. As much as I 
don’t like to wish my life away, I’m sure I won’t be alone in 
wanting to see the back of this year, let’s just hope things 
improve in January and we can get back to some sort of 
semblance of normality. 

This month The Royal British Legion held a 
small service for Remembrance Sunday, and 
you can view the service online, see page 
8 for details and St. Mary’s Primary School 
had a special service and learnt about the 
importance of Remembrance Day. You 
can read their article on page 11. 

On page 9 we have the results of the 
survey for congestion on the 
Burnham Road, hopefully 
something will be done to ease the 
congestion there soon. 

I got sent an interesting article 
about the Vanguard, an oyster 
dredging boat that the training 
college in Lowestoft wish to 
restore. It rescued many soldiers 
from the beaches Dunkirk to 
Burnham and are appealing for funds and 
to find soldiers that may have been on the 
boat. If you have any info or can spare your 
pocket money I’m sure they will be most appreciative. 

I would like to wish everyone a Happy Christmas and thank 
all our advertisers, old and new. 

Nicola Faux 

Monthly Blog
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facebook.com/burnhamfocus       

10 Station Road, CM0 8BG

01621 784884
(24 HRS)

Paul J King
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Memorial Consultants

Pre-payment Plans

Chapel of Rest

Horse-drawn funerals

Home Arrangements

Bereavement Support

Green Funerals
www.pauljking.com

A family-run firm,
caring at your time of need

    Blackwater Will Writing Company        
Have your will prepared in the comfort of your  

own home. 
Single Will £65.00 – Mirror Wills (for couples) £110 

01621 744984  
Don’t put it off any longer !!!!! 

Regulated by The Society of Will Writers 

● Pay Dartford Crossing charge 
● Petrol, Diesel and Lubricants  
● Solid Fuel and Bottled Gas  
● Londis Convenience Store 

● Newsagent and Tobacconist
● National Lottery and Health Lottery
● Payzone Top-up Cards & Bill-paying 

● Free Cash Machine 
● Greetings Cards 
● Car Accessories 

● Off Licence 

28 Steeple Road, Mayland 
01621 740259

Open 7 days a week, 6.00am to 8.00pm 
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December 2020 
 Burnham Tide Table     

GETTING DELIVERED TO YOUR DOORGETTING DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR
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01621 782652
156 Station Road

Burnham on Crouch 
CM0 8HJ
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Farleigh Hospice Christmas Tree Recycling is back and is once again 
staging its annual door-to-door collection. On the 8th, 9th and 10th 
January 2021, a dedicated team of staff and volunteers will be 
making their rounds throughout mid Essex, collecting Christmas 
trees from homes and businesses in return for a donation to 
Farleigh Hospice.  Each tree will be recycled and made into a fuel 
source for renewable energy. 
Businesses and supporters across mid Essex have donated their 
time and a fleet of vans to collect trees across Braintree, Burnham, 
Chelmsford, Coggeshall, Danbury, Dunmow, Kelvedon, Maldon, 
Southminster, South Woodham Ferrers, Stock and Witham and 
surrounding villages. For the full list of collection locations visit 
www.farleighhospice.org/trees/collections. 
To book a collection and make a donation visit: 
www.farleighhospice.org/trees 
90% of the monies raised go directly to Farleigh Hospice and the 
remaining 10% will be donated to other local charities. 
Farleigh Hospice has been committed to supporting those living 
with a life-limiting illness or bereavement in mid Essex for nearly 40 
years. Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, the charity has 
continued to be there for the people of mid Essex. The hospice 
moved its services out into the community, delivering hospice care 
within people’s homes, working hard to prevent unnecessary 
hospital admissions, providing bereavement support, and where 
possible, enabling people to spend their last few days and hours 
with their loved ones.   
As the need for hospice services has been increasing, income from 
fundraising has dramatically declined due to the cancellation of all 
major events and activities. This makes this year's Christmas Tree 
recycling so important to the hospice. It’s an excellent service that 
not only provides an environmentally friendly way to disposing of 
unwanted Christmas Trees but is also a fantastic opportunity to 
support the hospice. With the support of the local community, 
Farleigh Hospice can plan for today for those they support now and 
in the future. 
Registration is now open, visit www.farleighhospice.org/trees or 
call 01245 457 411.

It is because you care that we can
www.farleighhospice.org
Registered charity no 284670

Christmas Tree Recycling
Register before  

5th January  
at 11 am

Register now
www.farleighhospice.org/trees
Collections on 8th, 9th & 10th January 2021 in Braintree, Burnham,  
Chelmsford, Coggeshall, Dunmow, Kelvedon, Maldon, Southminster,  
South Woodham Ferrers, Stock and Witham.

Please check our website for a complete list of collection locations
www.farleighhospice.org/trees/collections
Donate online and we will collect your tree from your home. 90% of the monies raised go 
directly to Farleigh Hospice and the remaining 10% will be donated to other local charities.

ChristmasTreeRecycling2021_Advert_103x94mm.indd   1 17/11/2020   10:08:58

Farleigh Hospice Christmas Tree Recycling
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So How Do I Remove Mud  
From My Carpet?

Kevin Barber Owner of Careclean, Carpet Cleaning 
Business has been established for over 35 years and 
will be writing our featured monthly column on 
Cleaning providing tips and guidance to keeping 
your home clean and healthy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now you might think there’s some complex technique to remove 
mud. Or if you’ve read our previous blogs, you may think it’s a 
simple process of blotting up the excess with warm water and a 
cloth. However, it’s far simpler than that! You can remove mud from 
your carpet in just 2 (yes 2!) simple steps: 
1. Firstly, let the mud dry. Yes that’s it! You might find this step 

frustrating, and will probably want to clean it up quickly before 
it dries, but resist! Just let it dry. 

2. Once the area is fully dry, hoover it up! 
 
… yes, that’s it! In the majority of cases, there will be no sign of 

mud left after you have completed this 2-step process! 
 
What If There Is Still Evidence Of A Mark? 
If there is still evidence of mud, please don’t be tempted to pull 
out all your cleaning products. Believe it or not, these can actually 
make things a lot worse! Furthermore, if they aren’t fully rinsed out, 
they can leave a residue which can attract dirt and result in future 
stains! 
If the above method doesn’t work, then give Careclean a call for 
advice or to book a free cleaning quote on 01245 323989. 
  

Want More Tips Like This? 
Go to our website on 

www.carecleanessex.co.uk   
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www.facebook.com/burnhamfocus

We’re a reliable, service orientated team based In Latchingdon, who are on hand to give friendly advice and answer questions customers 
may have, to help find the right machinery for the job.  All mowers and machinery receive a pre delivery inspection, are filled with oil, 

and started for the first time, ensuring that customers can take away the same day and use as soon as they get home.   
 

Any models that are not available in the extensive showroom can be ordered and delivered within 2-3 days.  
 

We aim to support the local area with all their gardening needs and so, due to our onsite workshop facilities, we can also offer parts, 
service and repairs for most brands, performed by our service manager who has over 30 years’ experience.  

 
We are proud new stockists for Sealey Tools & Aspen Fuel. All machinery purchased & serviced will leave our showroom with Aspen, 

ensuring machines emit less emissions and are easier to start.  
 

We look forward to welcoming new customers from the local area & have included a discount voucher below for you to bring into store.  
  

Maldon Garden Machinery: 01621493325     www.maldongardenmachinery.co.uk  
Facebook/ Instagram: mgmmowers               Email: sales@maldongardenmachinery.co.uk 

 
BRING THE VOUCHER BELOW IN STORE & RECEIVE 10% OFF ALL FULL PRICE MOWERS & 

GARDEN MACHINERY. PLUS FREE OIL & MAINTENANCE SPRAY WITH ANY MOWER PURCHASE* 
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Remembrance Services 
and Poppy Appeal 
 
Despite all the restrictions Burnham 
managed to hold a Service of 
Remembrance before lockdown 
which was made available on Social 
Media outlets on Remembrance 
Sunday. A short Service with wreath 
laying by the Town Mayor, Councillor 
Ron Pratt and David Price, the 
Chairman of the Burnham Branch 
took place at the War Memorial on 
Armistice Day. Although this event 
was not advertised, it was witnessed 
by approximately 100 local residents. 
We are very grateful to the Burnham 
Branch Chaplain Canon Lionel 
Webber (a retired Parish Priest) for his 
major contribution to these events 
and also for his ongoing support to 
the Branch.  
 
As St Mary’s Church was open for private prayer on Armistice Day the two Poppy Wreaths were replaced under the War Memorials at 11am 
after the Silence was observed. 
 
Could we also thank all who have generously supported this year’s Poppy Appeal, the amount raised will be announced at a later date, 
when the counting has been arranged at a COVID secure venue. 
 
The above photograph was taken on Armistice Day at the War Memorial. 

 
 

Burnham-on-Crouch 
Remembrance 2020 
 
Burnham-on-Crouch Remembrance 
for 2020 was affected by the changes 
put into place by the Government. 
Consequently, advertised services 
were not able to take place. However 
on the last day when services were 
permitted a Service with Act of 
Remembrance took place in the 
Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin 
The Service was recorded and will be 
made available for people to view on 
Remembrance Sunday on YouTube at 
11am. The link is  https://youtu.be/ 
KrPgObRTOS0 
 

At 2 pm on Wednesday afternoon 4th November 5 members of the Burnham-on-Crouch branch of the Royal British Legion met with the 
Branch Chaplain and the Town Mayor, Cllr. Ron Pratt in the church. The Branch Standard bearer was present. The Chaplain opened the 
service with a Bidding Prayer followed by the Standard, the Mayor, the Branch Chairman and the Chaplain processing to the two war 
memorials on the North wall of the church. The exhortation was said, followed by the Last Post, The  Silence, Reveille and the Kohima 
Epitaph, the Mayor placed a wreath under the memorial to the Fallen of the Great War, and the Chairman placed his under the  Second 
World War Memorial. 
 
All the poppy wreaths presented by local Organisations and Individuals had previously been brought into the church and had been placed 
on and in front of the altar, these were now blessed by the Chaplain. A solo of “I Vow to Thee my Country” was sung and the Mayor read 
the poem “In Flanders Fields”. The Chaplain gave a short address and led the prayers, which was followed by the playing of the National 
Anthem. The service concluded with the Blessing from the Chaplain. 
 
The wreaths will be taken from St Marys and placed round the Town War Memorial on the Quay between Remembrance Sunday and 
Armistice Day. 

Burnham-on-Crouch Royal British Legion
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Here are the results of the survey which sought your views on the 'Masterplan' proposals for 
the Burnham Rd ... to install additional roundabouts and half a dozen pedestrian crossings 
which Essex Highways claims will not slow the traffic. 
 
Others take the view that this will result in gridlock for those travelling from the Dengie via 
South Woodham at peak periods and several Parish Councils are now taking up cudgels on 
behalf of the residents. The survey shows that you agree with our predictions: 
 
From a total of 756 respondents:- 
 
95% - believe the proposals will result in severe congestion 
94% - believe there should be a new northern bypass to South Woodham to allow 
traffic to/from the Dengie through 
92% - believe the Masterplan project has not been well handled 

There is a more detailed version (with 
further explanation) on the website - 
www.w-i-g.co.uk/ 
 
There is general agreement that the plans 
for the Burnham Road are disastrous and 
those concerned with ensuring that our 
roadways are safe and fit for purpose need 
to go back to the drawing board. It is also 
apparent that there is likely to be an 
increased accident risk on the roads 
coming out of SWF. The 'hot-headed 
fringe' of motorists, once they have been 
delayed in a traffic jam, are inclined to 
speed up and take unnecessary risks, 
sometimes resulting in serious crashes. The 
accidents on the A132, B1012, B1418 and 
B1010, which are already a concern, are 
likely to increase. Gridlock could also 
potentially hinder Emergency Response 
vehicles during peak hours. 
 
We will be communicating the results to all 
concerned in the hope that common sense 
will prevail and a solution which is in 
everybody’s best interests can be found. 
 
Meanwhile, it would help if you can send a 
brief email to your Parish/Town council so 
your elected representatives are better 
able to communicate your views. Burnham 
Town Council can be contacted at 
office@burnhamtowncouncil.com and 
further details can be found here: 
ht tps : / /democracy.maldon.gov.uk/ 
mgParishCouncilDetailsList.aspx 
 
The Burnham Facebook page is a good 
discussion forum for those likely to be 
adversely affected by the current plans. 
 
We will be doing our best to get all those 
concerned working harmoniously together 
and to feed in ideas. Watch this space for 
further developments. 
 
Our thanks to all those who completed the 
survey. 

The Infrastructure Group 
(non political) 

Results of the Survey on the Burnham Road
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Dr John’s Health Report

GOOD NEWS. Since we heard that the trial of the Pfizer/BioNTech 
vaccine had been 'unblinded' and the researchers found to their 
astonishment that it is 90% effective, the newspapers have been 
full of it - so I won't dwell on the fundamentals. Since then we've 
heard that the Moderna Covid vaccine gives around 95% 
protection (and it works well in the elderly). A major trial in the UK 
of a vaccine designed by the Belgian company Janssen (which uses 
a genetically modified common cold virus to 'train the immune 
system') has also been announced. And, of course, the Oxford 
vaccine is still on track as are many others - but none of them have 
yet been officially approved. 
 
The bottom line here is that we now know a vaccine is possible. 
Given that a lot of people have been trying and failing for years to 
produce a vaccine for some diseases - HIV and malaria being two 
examples - there was always a suspicion that there would be no 
Holy Grail here. 
 
There are, needless to say, lots of unknowns ... what sort of 
protection will these vaccines give, how long will it last, are we 
going to be able to achieve herd immunity, how will we ensure 
worldwide availability? ... etc. And there are some clouds on the 
horizon - the Denmark mink saga for example. The WHO reports: 
"Since June 2020, 214 human cases of COVID-19 have been 
identified in Denmark with SARS-CoV-2 variants associated with 
farmed minks, including 12 cases with a unique variant, reported on 
5 November." So - a mutation has occurred and this 'new' virus has 
crossed the species barrier - and the mutant has then been 
transmitted from human to human. Hopefully the drastic measures 
taken will nip this in the bud - but it's a good example of 'things that 
can go wrong' and possibly of 'things that might just take a bit of 
a shine off the vaccine good news story.' 
 
Although, on the whole, hopes are high, we still have to face the 
reality of the current grim situation. Hospitals are filling up with 
Covid patients - and 'non-Covid' patients are suffering as there's a 
finite number of staff and beds. In Wales there has been a ten-fold 
increase in patients waiting for treatment. What is more, the 
economy has been kicked in the goolies and our children and 
grandchildren will end up footing the bill. 
 
David Salisbury, the former 'vaccine tsar' sounded a cautionary note 
in a piece he wrote for The Guardian: "Vaccines are probably the 
most powerful public health intervention available to us. But unless 
their benefits are communicated with realism, confidence in all 
recommendations will be put at risk. While hope and optimism are 
much needed in these dark times, it is important to be transparent. 
We need to communicate the clear message that although targeted 
vaccination may offer some protection, it will not simply deliver “life 
as we used to know it”." 
 
As for Jonathan Van-Tam (deputy chief medical officer for England) 
- it's a case of 'good news and bad.' The Times reports that he 
described the vaccine news as a “huge milestone” which showed 
that the coronavirus “can be beaten” - BUT he warned that it would 
be a “colossal mistake” if people become so euphoric about 
vaccines that they give up on basic safety measures such as hand 
washing, mask-wearing and social distancing. 
 
As Churchill might have said had he been leading the fight against 
the pandemic: "Now this is not the end. It is not even the beginning 
of the end. but it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning." It goes 
without saying that we still need to follow the guidelines in order 
to protect ourselves and others ... and give the economy a fighting 
chance. Remember that history is riddled with 'so near yet so far' 
examples. The British poet Wilfred Owen was killed in action one 
week before the WW1 armistice was declared. So, although it 
rather looks as if we've seen a massive breakthrough, the boring 
but sensible advice is: "Keep your head down and stay safe. It 

won't 'all be over by Christmas' - but we're on our way."  
 
PLAYING FAIR. For years we have been propping up the NHS by 
pinching doctors and nurses from countries that can ill afford to 
train them. The excuse sometimes given is that they come here for 
further training and then go back to their country of origin where 
they can put their new-found expertise to good use. All too often, 
though, they stay … which is very nice for the NHS and jolly good 
for us … but it leaves a hole in their health service which is very 
costly to fill.  
 
Having waited in vain for the plebs to sort this matter out, Andrew 
Mitchell has taken the matter into his own hands. The BBC reports 
as follows: "Tuesday's Ten Minute Rule Bill, from Conservative 
former International Development Secretary Andrew Mitchell, 
would require the government to produce a report on whether the 
UK should finance the training of two doctors or nurses for every 
one recruited to work in this country from developing countries - 
essentially to create a mechanism to prevent poorer countries 
being stripped of expensively trained medical professionals." 
 
It's reminiscent of the: 'If You Cut Down A Tree, Plant Two' 
schemes. It could solve the problem 
 
My daughter (also a doctor) worked voluntarily for a time in Africa 
and she was told that there were more doctors who'd been trained 
in Malawi working in Manchester than there were working in 
Malawi itself.  I have no means of knowing whether or not this is 
absolutely true - but there's no doubt that there's a major problem. 
She said that one difficulty is that a medical qualification is a 
passport to just about anywhere in the world. The medical 
authorities there have now started training more clinicians to whom 
they give lesser qualifications – in other words, qualifications which 
aren’t internationally recognised. I gather this is proving successful 
in making sure that they manage to keep some of the people they 
train so that they are available to provide much needed healthcare 
for their own population.  
 
Hopefully the situation will be resolved one way or another in the 
fullness of time.  
 
 
NEW CLINICS: The newspaper 'Pulse' has announced that more 
than 40 ‘long Covid’ clinics are to open across the country ‘within 
weeks’. There will be six in the East of England. We're told that GPs 
and various other clinicians will staff these "clinics set up to 
diagnose and treat patients suffering from the long-term effects of 
Covid. It comes as NICE last month published its definition of ‘long 
Covid’, saying that patients with long-term effects of Covid-19 are 
those with symptoms for more than 12 weeks that ‘can affect any 
system in the body’." 
 
So who gets it? It can affect the young and can follow a very mild 
illness - but 'old age' and having a wide range of initial symptoms 
increase the risk of long Covid. Intermediate-term lung damage 
(visible on scans) is not uncommon and probably affects less than 
10% according to the journal Nature. Nevertheless, given that 
millions of people worldwide have been infected thus far, and that 
the lungs are just one of the places that clinicians have detected 
damage, even that low percentage implies that hundreds of 
thousands of people are experiencing lasting health consequences. 
 
So where are we going to get the GPs to staff these 
clinics from given that most of them are already  
very stretched? Watch out Malawi! 
 
 
Dr John 
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BEST PRICES
GIVEN

30 DAY GUARANTEE
ON ALL PARTS

DVLA REGISTERED
CERTIFICATE OF DESTRUCTION

Telephone: 01621 773533

Email: info@wisbey.co.uk

Call us
NOW

for a FREE
No Obligation

Quote
20 & 40 Yard Bins Available For Site Clearances

Wisbey 
Salvage 
and Spares 
Lower Farm 
Steeple Road 
Mayland CM3 6EG

Vehicle Parts Available 
l All metals purchased 
l Large volume of 

material we can collect 
l 20 yard and 40 yard roll-on 

roll-off bins available 
l Any plant machinery, 

cars or lorries purchased 
l Nothing too big or small

Metal & Vehicles Accepted l 

Collection Service Available l 

On Site Weighbridge l 

Fully Licensed Site l 

Instant Payment l

Although we have been unable to have 
classes for most of this year, Jilleroos Line 
Dancers have managed to raise over £700  
with more coming in. 

Things have been very different for us this 
year unable to have our very popular 
‘Pudsey Party’ or dance in Asda & 
Morrison’s’ & with another Lockdown 
looming we quickly arrange a raffle & 
auction at very short notice, so with very 
generous donations from:- 

 Smith Brights butchers, Meadowcroft, 
Cummings newsagents, Morrison’s, Tesco, 
(Maldon) & Sainsbury’s (SWF) along with 
some fantastic hampers donated by 
members, our auction raised £180. A huge 
thank you to you all. 

Both Bicknacre & East Hanningfield village 
shops had collection pots & again the 
people of these villages made an 
impressive contribution of £110.48. 

Jilleroo dancer Liz Street brought in her 
unique designs of jewellery & Christmas 
decorations always very popular, & with 
Lynn Prosser & Tina Cooke organising the 
raffle & auction raising £334.50 thank you 
for all their hard work, & to all The Jilleroos 
Line Dancers, for your generosity & 
support. 

Lets’ hope next year is back to normal. 

TOGETHER WE CAN 
Still Raise Money for Children in Need

St. Mary’s C. of E. Primary School Remembrance Day

Despite the national lockdown, pupils at St Mary’s Primary School in Burnham were able to join in with 
this year’s Remembrance Day activities, along with the rest of the country. Usually, the Headteacher 
and many of the children attend the Remembrance Day service in the town centre and join in with the 
Act of Remembrance at the town’s war memorial. Because of coronavirus, it was not possible to go 
into the town this year, so the school organised its own Act of Remembrance on 11th November.   
 
All of the pupils and staff were able to attend a special service, led by Headteacher Geraldine 
Denham-Hale, using Zoom. The children had time to think about the history of Remembrance Day and 
reflect upon its importance. They heard the traditional sound of the Last Post being played and then 
joined in with the national two minutes silence.   
 
Headteacher, Geraldine Denham-Hale said, “It is important that, even though we can’t all be in the 
same room together at the moment, we mark these special occasions as a school and maintain our 
sense of togetherness with the rest of the country. This is a significant national event and I am proud 
that our children joined in so calmly and responsibly with others in the country to mark the occasion.”  
The school has also joined many others in placing a wreath of poppies at the Burnham Town war 
memorial, as a symbol of remembrance. 
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October 27th, 2020 
BTC Planning Committee  

 
4/6 Town Councillors present (Neil Pudney, Vanessa Bell, & Jennie 
Donnelly absent plus vacancies not yet filled):  
Chaired by Town Mayor Ron Pratt  
(BTC makes appropriate recommendations to decision makers 
MDC the Local Planning Authority): 
 
KEY BURNHAM APPLICATIONS: 
 
• Grove Farm Stoney Hills - Proposed dwelling and cart lodge: 

Amendment to planning permission -Reposition detached cart 
lodge associated with the dwelling at plot 6 - SUPPORTED 

• 13 Granville Terrace, BoC - Reinstate the ground floor windows 
and door to the rear elevation. The door to the courtyard is to 
be reinstated with a stable door – SUPPORTED SUBJECT TO 
CONSERVATION OFFICER 

• 91 High Street. BoC - Proposed timber sash window – 
SUPPORTED SUBJECT TO CONSERVATION OFFICER after a 
split vote decided on Chair’s casting vote 

 
STREET NAMING (PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1925, SECTION 17) The 
following street name has been proposed by Think Green Energy 
Ltd with regard to Land South of Charwood Stoney Hills Burnham-
On-Crouch within the provision of the above Act. ORCHARD CLOSE  
NB: BTC OBJECTION AS IT’S TOO SIMILAR TO OTHER 
ESTABLISHED ROAD NAMES IN BoC AND SOUTHMINSTER 
 

November 4th, 2020 
BTC Extraordinary Meeting 

5/6 present - Absent Neil Pudney plus vacancies 
 
Appointment of a temporary Town Clerk while Sarah Grimes is 
indisposed – In principle supported. NB: At a subsequent meeting 
on November 17th the council agreed to appoint Mr John Johnson 
on a temporary basis for a minimum of three months, starting 
immediately  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Temporary Town Clerk John Johnson 
 
• Station House – Potential amendments to the closing/opening 

hours, re Abellio Covid Safe responsibilities. Agreed to seek 
reopening of facility ASAP practical in line within current 
legislation.  

• Use of Zoom as a remote meeting tool – Agreed. 
 
NB: It was back in August when 3 Town Councillors, Fiona Clegg, 
Nick Skeens and Jane English, sadly resigned from BTC. It 
appears that BTC’s preference is to Co-opt 3 residents as under 
the Coronavirus Act 2020, local elections cannot be held again 
until May 2021 Adverts were placed on September 10th, giving 
anyone wishing to request an election, 14 days’ notice to say so. 
Last information was that BTC were still waiting to hear from 
MDC if an election had been requested.  
 

November 10th, 2020 
BTC Planning Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
First BTC Zoom Meeting. Chaired by Town Mayor Ron Pratt, on 
his birthday 
 
Only 4/6 Town Councillors present (Neil Pudney, Vanessa Bell, & 
Jennie Donnelly absent plus vacancies   
 
The planned Barratt David Wilson Homes Maldon Road 
presentation on ‘Gateway House’ proposals at the entrance to 
the 180-house estate was postponed  
 
KEY BURNHAM APPLICATIONS  
 
• 101 Maldon Road, BoC - First floor front extension to create an 

additional bedroom and en-suite - SUPPORTED 
• 4 Riverside Road, BoC - Addition of rooflights and front garden 

planter – SUPPORTED SUBJECT TO CONSERVATION OFFICER 
• 31 Mill Road, BoC- Additional storey at first floor level with 2 

dormers to the front and rear - SUPPORTED 
• First & Second Floor 5 High Street BoC – Fell willow tree – 

OBJECT - SUBJECT TO TREE OFFICER AS NO RATIONALE 
GIVEN FOR FELLING 

• 56 High Street BoC - Replacement of existing ground floor rear 
additions and replacement with new full width single storey 
dining/garden room – SUPPORT SUBJECT TO CONSERVATION 
OFFICER 

• 111A Station Road BoC (‘King’s Barbers’) - Fascia sign with 
company name and generic logos - OBJECT 

• Land Rear of Thatched Cottage Green Lane BoC - Claim for a 
lawful development certificate for the existing use of building as 
a dwelling-house – NOTED, BUT OBJECT AS BEFORE 

• Creeksea Hall Ferry Road BoC - Demolition of existing 
dilapidated garden room and replacement with new single 
storey garden room + Listed Building consent– SUPPORT 

• Plus, various normal tree felling/pruning requests - Approved 
subject to Tree Officer 

 

Burnham Town Council 
Late Oct/Nov 2020 Meetings
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October 28th, 2020 
MDC South Eastern Planning 

 
7/10 members present – Michael Helm Deputy Chair. (Richard 
Dewick the appointed Chairman again absent) Also Absent: Wendy 
Stamp and Nick Skeens  
 
 
• Land Adjacent Orchard House, Nipsells Chase, Mayland - An 

equestrian arena to ride in the wet winter months (District 
Councillor Sue White co-applicant) – UNANIMOUSLY 
APPROVED 

• Beachcrest, Sea View Promenade, St Lawrence - Ground and 
first-floor extensions and formation of glazed Gambrel at first 
floor together with an extended roof terrace – Planning Officer’s 
recommendation was that the Glazed Gambrel should be 
judged unacceptable as an unbalanced design compared to 
neighbouring semi. – APPLICATION APPROVED BY 6-1 
AGAINST THE OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION AFTER VERY 
DETAILED DEBATE 

 
 
 
 

November 5th, 2020 
FIREWORKS NIGHT! 

MDC Annual Council Meeting 

Election of key political appointees & deputies – 
Chairman, Leader etc 

 
Initially Chaired by Deputy Chair Penny Channer (Con), 
Symbolically punctuated throughout by frequent firework pops 
and bangs which in turn provoked barking dogs.  Appropriately 
there was also in a very long meeting, punctuation from the odd 
cuckoo clock.  
 
Tory Grandee Richard Dewick was unable to make the virtual 
meeting 
 
Background 
 
The purpose of the meeting was to elect and appoint councillors 
to positions for the rest of the municipal year –until May 2021 
 
The political make-up of the District Council had changed quite a 
lot since the original election of this term on May 2nd, 2019; when 
out of the 31 seats, 17 had been won by Conservatives and 14 by 
Independents (a very great increase compared with previous terms) 
 
This trend had accelerated again since August 2020 in the fallout 
surrounding various breaches of standards of conduct, upheld 
complaints and in particular the suspension and sanction of former 
Council Leader, and Tory Councillor Adrian Fluker. With 
Conservative Party experiencing defections and splintering of 
apparently disaffected members into subgroups and ‘non-aligned’ 
classification. One wag on social media said that the situation most 

closely reminded him of squeaking small, long tailed animals rapidly 
exiting a sinking ship 
 

NB: Oddly despite the decision by MDC on October 
1st, 2020 ‘that Councillor A S Fluker not be permitted 
to serve on any Committees (including the District 
Planning and South Eastern Area Planning 
Committees) or Working Groups for the next 12 
months.’’.  
 
Although clearly disgruntled, he attended, 
participated, and voted in this virtual meeting before 
leaving before proceedings were complete with other 
2 ‘Democratic Alliance Conservative Group’ members 
initially present. 

 
Also noticed by many, the MDC council meeting and the 
unhappiness of many councillors who’d held senior positions in the 
previous regime, ironically coincided with the grumpy struggles in 
the US for Donald Trump to retain his presidential position despite 
the US Election results. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Adrian Fluker on a happier day 
 
At the time of this meeting, following the recent resignation of 
Conservative Councillor Bryan Harker; the council was technically 
evenly balanced, with 15 members in the Independent group 
against a total of 15 Conservative councillors, (divided between 10 
in the main Tory group at the authority, four in the newly formed 
Democratic Alliance group and one non-aligned). With Richard 
Dewick (Con) absent it appeared the Independents might have the 
majority, although Deputy Chair Penny Channer (Con) had a casting 
voting in the event of a tie. 
 
Adding to the febrile atmosphere the two main groupings were led 
by two very recently appointed Leaders. Embattled Elaine Bamford 
for the Conservatives and Burnham’s Wendy Stamp for the 
Independents. 
 
Voting for key positions: 
 
• District Council Chairman– 2 Candidates were nominated; 

Mark Heard (Ind) and Penny Channer (Con) - Electors divided 
on Political Grouping lines, unbelievably including the defrocked 
Adrian Fluker on the Conservative side – Mark Heard was 
voted in as Chairman 15 votes to 13 with one abstention & 
one vacancy. NB: Critically, this by MDC’s rules, gives the new 
Independent Chairman the casting vote if there is a tie in 
future votes. 

• In his speech of thanks Mark declared that his aim was to 
unify and rebuild trust in the Council by Officers, Councillors, 
and the Public. 

Maldon District Council 
Late Oct/Nov 2020 Meetings

The Focus 13

BROCHURES   LEAFLETS   STATIONERY   FLYERS   BROCHURES   LEAFLETS   STATIONERY   FLYERS   

Council Pages – Burnham Buoy



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Heard (Ind) (ex-Independent Group Leader)  
Now the new Chairman of Maldon District Council 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Carlie Mayes (Ind) was then elected unopposed as 
Deputy Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Council Leader – Wendy Stamp (Ind) was then nominated 
unopposed and elected by 15 votes to 13 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Experienced Stephen Nunn (Ind) nominated and elected as 
Deputy Council Leader 
 
 

A late Bombshell was presented by MDC Director Paul Dodson with 
a corrected proposal to ensure that brand new political grouping 
‘Democratic’ Alliance Group (Conservative affiliates) would have 
proportionate representation on Committees.  
 
NB: The four members of the DAG are Councillor Adrian Fluker, 
(Currently Suspended), ex MDC Chairman Bob Boyce, Richard 
Dewick, and Michael Helm.   
 
The appointments took an inordinate length of time to 
negotiate/debate, and with various DAGs led by a shrill Councillor 
Fluker repeatedly threatening to refer matters to the Local 
Government Ombudsman. Senior Conservative members also 
enthusiastically supporting suitable representation of the DAGs.  
 
In a moment of comedy, because Councillor Adrian Fluker is 
currently disbarred from serving on committees, it proved 
challenging to spread the 3 remaining DAGs to cover the 
proportionate share of 4 members without duplication. A 
compromise was eventually struck 
 
Councillor Chrissy Morris maybe mischievously asked in view of 
Councillor Fluker’s repeated interruptions that he should no longer 
be heard; the chair chose not to progress the proposal at that time. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The various appointment and legal permutations appearing to 
rather befuddle MDC Solicitor Simon Quelch 
 
Despite Chairman Mark Heard’s earlier call for unity. in a long and 
meandering debate, various DAGs and several senior Conservatives 
appeared to take some pleasure from disruptive attempts to put 
grit in the machine for the newly voted Chairman with many Points 
of Order, Legality and many requests for time consuming recorded 
votes 
 
The ‘Awkward Squad’ then managed to confuse Council Officers, 
themselves, and members of all political groupings. The plus six-hour 
meeting with one comfort break, becoming increasingly fractious and 
error prone as it approached the midnight witching hour. 
 
A particular oddity was that Karl Jarvis a well-qualified and well 
respected ‘Non-Aligned’ Conservative member of a couple of 
groups had been taken off those groups by the Conservative 
Leader Elaine Bamford. 
 
Councillor Bamford then appeared to take it in bad grace when 
Wendy Stamp on behalf of the Independents made a conciliatory 
proposal of reinstating him into a committee seats originally 
earmarked for an Independent in view of his proven expertise and 
energy. Perhaps Councillor Bamford’s uncomfortable position had 
been caused by Councillor Jarvis’ ‘Nonaligned Conservative 
grouping’ status.  
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Later Breaking News 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newly Ex-District Councillor Elaine Bamford 
 
On Friday 13th of November. for presently unexplained reasons, 
Elaine Bamford (having only been appointed to the post in August 
2020) resigned as Leader of the shrunken Conservative Group - 
following resignations from the council and defections to other 
groupings. Elaine surprisingly choose to also resign as an MDC 
District Councillor. At time of going to press, this means that there 
are now 2 vacancies on the 31-member District Council. The overall 
balance becoming - 
 
• Independent group: 15 
• Core Conservative group: 9 
• ‘Non-aligned’ Conservatives: 1 
• ‘Democratic Alliance Group’ Conservatives: 4 
• Vacant, unrepresented Council Seats: 2 
The two vacancies have particularly increased significance because 
under the Coronavirus Act 2020, local elections cannot be held 
again until May 2021 at the earliest. 
 

Other Key Burnham Appointments  
– South Eastern Area Planning Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nick Skeens (Ind) was elected as Chairman of the South Eastern 
Area Planning Committee 
He replaces longstanding Richard Dewick (Con) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vanessa Bell (Ind) was elected as  
Deputy Chair of South Eastern Planning 

Snapshots - Historic Maldon District Council 
November the Fifth Meeting  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tara Bird, Committee Services Officer – Who managed to keep 
her head and the meeting coolly on track amongst the 
surrounding chaos 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Penny Channer - interim Chair, meticulously oversaw 
the transfer of power to the independents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
District Councillor Jane Fleming (Con).  Just one of many 
Councillors apparently receiving whipped SMS instructions as to 
what to vote for in the long and confusing session 
 
 

Pre-Christmas Look 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillor Brian Beale sporting an increasingly popular lockdown 
look, perhaps in preparation for snowy sleigh duties during the 
upcoming festive season 
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Christmas Word Scramble 
 
sanat alscu  _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ 

oilwgldo _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

jlloy  _ _ _ _ _ 

nedriere  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

opshje _ _ _ _ _ _ 

lhyidoa _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

arsewte _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

dancel _ _ _ _ _ _ 

puml gudindp _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

yttaviin _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
Answers will appear in the 
next edition. Good luck!

Quick Quiz 
 
1. On Christmas Eve 1990, a film called A Grand Day 
Out introduced us to which iconic British duo? 
 
_______________________________________________  
 
2. Which of these festive classics is the only one to have 
been a UK Christmas number 1? 
A: Last Christmas – Wham! 
B: All I Want For Christmas is You – Mariah Carey 
C: Merry Christmas Everyone – Shakin’ Stevens 
D: I Wish It Could Be Christmas Every Day – Wizzard  
 
_______________________________________________  
 
3. Which Australian pop megastar appeared in a Doctor 
Who Christmas special in 2007? 
 
_______________________________________________  
 
4. In 1996, a record 24.3 million people watched the 
Trotters finally become millionaires in the Christmas 
special of which TV comedy?  
 
_______________________________________________  
 
5. In 2008, which country set the current record for the 
world’s tallest snowman? 
A: Germany   B: Canada   C: USA  
 
 
_______________________________________________  
 
6. Widow Twankey traditionally appears as a character 
in which Christmas pantomime? 
A: Aladdin  B: Dick Whittington  C: Jack and the Beanstalk 
 
_______________________________________________  
 
7. In which fictional world, created by CS Lewis, is it 
always winter but never Christmas? 
 
_______________________________________________  
 
8. The Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square is traditionally 
given by which Scandinavian country each year? 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________  
 
9. In which language is Father Christmas known as Père 
Noël? 
 
_______________________________________________  
 
10. By what name is St Stephen’s Day better known in 
the UK? 
 
_______________________________________________

Spot txhe Difference 
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Recent research through vet surgeries has shown that 
approximately one in four cats (28%) and one in seven dogs (14%) 
in the UK have fleas. It is thought that pets in the wider dog and cat 
population have a higher number.  
 
The vast majority of fleas on cats and dogs are cat fleas. Cat fleas 
are very adaptable and can live on a wide variety of mammalian 
hosts, including cats, dogs, rabbits and wildlife, such as foxes and 
hedgehogs.  
 
They are well-suited to living in the humidity and temperatures 
maintained in most UK homes. This leads to a high risk of 
establishing infestations if veterinary prescribed routine 
preventative treatment is not carried out.  
 
The presence of fleas may lead to allergic dermatitis and the 
potential of transmission, both to the pet and the owner, of 
infections, such as Bartonella (the cause of cat scratch fever), 
Rickettsia (the cause of spotted fever), Mycoplasma species (cause 
of feline infectious anaemia) and tapeworm.  
 
11.3% of flea infestations in the UK have found to be positive for 
Bartonella. Humans are thought to be exposed to this disease 
through flea faeces. Bartonella spp. infection can cause a range of 
diseases in humans and animals, from non-specific symptoms to 
serious diseases, affecting the neurovascular system, joints, heart 
and other organs. 
 
In order to understand effective flea control, one must understand 
the flea cycle.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Adult fleas feed, mate and lay up to 50 eggs / day. They live for 

2-3 months. 
 
2. Eggs are slippery and fall off the host into the environment. 
 
3. Larvae hatch and like to stay in dark places, i.e. carpet pile, 

under sofa cushions. 
 
4. Larvae pupate and are resistant to most chemicals and can 

survive for up to 12 months. 

5. Pupae hatch under the following conditions: warm 
environment, moist humidity and movement (people walking 
across carpet for example).  

 
Flea control is: 
1. Most effective when treating the adult fleas on the pet before 

they start producing eggs. Eggs are laid within 24 hours of 
mating, which means the product used MUST kill the adult 
within that time period. At Edgewood Vets we use flea products 
that does just that! 

 
2. Environmental treatment to reduce egg, larvae and pupae will 

decrease the time required to bring an infestation under 
control. Spray cans containing chemicals to kill the larvae and 
eggs and insect-growth regulator help prevent pupae 
development are helpful. 

 
3. Daily vacuuming helps reduce environmental pupae numbers. 
 
4. Washing your pet’s bedding at 60°C on a weekly basis.  
 
If you have a flea infestation, ensure you use a veterinary supplied 
flea product as prescribed and in combination with other control 
measures, expect a resolution of your flea problem 3 months after 
starting the battle against these hardy parasites.  
 
Preventative flea and tick treatment is available at a reduced rate, 
in combination with a host of other benefits, for those clients that 
join our Healthy Pet Club. Please speak to our receptionists for 
further information. 
 
 
Jürgen Theinert BVSc BSc MRCVS 
Edgewood Veterinary Group

FOCUSFOCUS
ON PET HEALTHON PET HEALTH

ACHIEVING FLEA CONTROL
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from the Donald to “undo his error.” Mr Trump likes to be seen as 
always strong and always right! The whole press conference 
smacked of those infamous admissions of guilt made by those poor 
hollow-cheeked, unshaven, unkempt victims of torture, the captives 
of terrorist groups. The whole episode was disturbing and in my 
mind concreted my belief that Donald Trump is a dictator in the 
making. I can only hope that when this article comes to print that 
Biden is occupying the Oval Office. However I suspect the recounts 
may well drag on into the New Year. Whatever, keep a grip on that 
fellow Trump! Many applauded Hitler… if only they had known what 
they had signed up for… 

Now to our affairs, our final exit from the EU is creeping up on us 
and we can only hope it does not aggravate an already difficult time 
for us. Covid 19 is becoming a recurring nightmare… for some it 
represents the tragic loss of someone close to them, for others a 
time of financial hardship, for some a time of uncertainty and 
doubts about the future, for others a time of loneliness, for 
scammers a time of opportunity (more of that at a later date) and 
for all of us a time which will most assuredly be followed by one of 
high taxes and possible falling living standards. Yet I hold on to the 
words of Captain Tom, “We will get through it; we always do.” 

Well, a December Focus and I feel a somewhat guilty that I have 
not put forward more festive cheer. 2020 has not been a vintage 
year however it has not been without its charms. Daphne and I have 
enjoyed our quiet rambles around the Dengie during the lockdown 
periods and the kindness of others who have enquired after our 
welfare. We have not seen as much of the family as we would have 
liked nor have we as yet been able to make any definite plans for 
Christmas Day but we are sure that whatever restrictions may be in 
place, we will be grateful for what we have and enjoy ourselves. I 
trust that all the readers of the Focus and everyone everywhere will 
be able to approach the festive period with a similar attitude. Be 
happy and keep well.  

Yours keeping an eye out for evil men who would lead us  

And wishing you all a Merry Christmas and 2021 

Brigadier Sir Arthur Thurlow-Lee   

  

The Great Rise of the Dictator Debate

As I write it is the first day of our second national lockdown and 
hopefully one of the last days of the most unseemly and non-
gracious of USA Presidencies-and heavens knows they have had 
some bad ones over the course of their recent history.  

As it stands as I type, Biden holds 243 and Trump 214 votes. There 
are a few closely contested States still to declare such as 
Pennsylvania and Georgia but the signs are that it will be a 
Democratic win. Nevertheless it has not stopped the incumbent 
leader from declaring absurdly and comically yesterday at midnight 
USA time that he had won. This was followed by issuing official 
appeals to The Supreme Court for recounts in States where they 
haven’t as yet declared if I am to have understood the TV accounts 
correctly. Trump’s antics demean the standing of the USA in the 
world. His unfounded, unproven claims, long before any votes were 
cast that the election was rigged, seriously undermine confidence 
in the democratic process and perversely throw doubts on his own 
success should the unpalatable happen and he returns for a further 
four years… 

The arrival of the American Presidential Election coincided with my 
reading of The Rise of Hitler in the Weimar Republic. There are 
some chilling parallel overtones, I feel. This was perhaps most aptly 
shown in what on the face of it may be seen as a minor episode 
amongst the calamities and depressing rhetoric that have littered 
the Trump Administration but a telling incident nevertheless. 

On the occasion of President Trump-Oh how the title of President 
now seems to have been devalued given its current association with 
the name of Trump! On the occasion of President Trump 
contracting Covid 19 and his subsequent hospitalisation, the White 
House medical staff gave an honest bulletin on his condition and 
the threats posed to his health considering he was a seventy-four 
year old man. A day or so later a strikingly shame-faced group of 
white-coated doctors and clinicians stood before the press with the 
spokesman unconvincingly back tracking on his initial assessment 
saying that the President had remained robust throughout and on 
the face of it apologising to the public for misleading them. The 
man was not apologising to the American people; he was grovelling 
to his narcissistic President for not showing his master in a robust 
light. Furthermore he was probably following a direct instruction 

Hearing Help Essex is a 
Chelmsford based not-for-profit 
charity, we are pleased to 
announce that our Hearing Aid 
Support Service continues to run.  
 
We have worked hard in making 
provision to resume our services 

in a safe and socially distanced environment to support the many 
people across Essex who have acquired hearing loss and wear NHS 
Hearing aids. 
 
Hearing aids need cleaning regularly and retubing every 4-6 
months, we have a friendly team on hand who are able to assist 
with essential retubing, cleaning and general hearing aid 
maintenance. If your hearing aids are due maintenance, if the 
tubing is brittle, cracked, blocked, or damaged please get in touch 
to book an appointment. If you unable to come to see us in person, 
it is possible for someone else to bring the hearing aids to the 
appointment on your behalf. If you are housebound, shielding, or 
immobile, please ask about our doorstep service. 
 
Tel: 01245 496347 
Email: info@hearinghelpessex.org.uk  
Text: 07950 406173 

Do you live with hearing loss, or know someone who does?

We are running clinics at the following locations across Essex. Due 
to social distancing measures, all appointments must be booked in 
advance and we cannot accept walk in’s. 
 
• Hearing Help Essex Resource Centre, Moulsham Street, 

Chelmsford (all Mid, West, and South Essex NHS Patients) 
• St Michael’s Hospital, Braintree (Mid-Essex Patients) 
• Plantation Hall, Heybridge (Mid-Essex Patients) 
• The Stansted Free Church, Capel Hill, Stansted (West Essex 

Patients) 
• The Dipple Medical Centre, Pitsea (Basildon/Orsett Patients) 
 
We also provide an Information, Advice, and Guidance Service to 
people across Essex living with hearing loss, and this service is 
currently being delivered from their Resource Centre in central 
Chelmsford, in person, or by phone, video call, text message, or 
email.  
 
As usual our service remains completely free of charge, but as a 
small charity working hard to support Essex residents living with 
hearing loss, all donations are appreciated. 
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Bereavement Support 

group for Parents who have lost a Child 
  

‘Gone Too Soon’ is an Essex based bereavement support 
group for Parents who have lost a Son or Daughter of any age, 

in any circumstances and if recent or a while ago. 
  

The group was set up by Lyn to give parents the opportunity 
to come together, to talk to people who can relate and 

understand how it feels to lose a child and to offer friendship 
and support through this traumatic grief journey. 

  
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 restrictions we have had to 

suspend our regular meetings but as soon as this changes, we 
will be resuming our monthly meetings and parents will be 
given a warm and friendly welcome in a safe environment. 

  
For further information, please given Lyn a call on 07387 

805406 or alternatively email 
lyn-currie@hotmail.co.uk 
www.gonetoosoon.online

For most of us, 2020 has been a year unlike any other.   
Covid-19.  
 
We had Lockdown MkI which for many was a strange time of wall to 
wall sunshine, home-baking and vegetable patch discovery, all the 
while tempered by the sobering thought that the economy was 
tanking and for many the idea of income was so very 2019. School 
terms and summer holidays disappeared into thin air for many.  
 
Our Prime Minister has been in intensive care.  
 
Our Queen has gone into hiding, Harry has run away to California and 
Trump might be going soon too (though I’m not sure anyone has been 
brave enough to tell him to start packing yet). 
 
We’re now in Lockdown MkII. Colder, wetter and darker than the first 
lockdown and skiing holidays and Christmas plans are taking the hit 
this time.  
 
We’ve had the rule of 6, we’ve had ‘hands, face, space’ and now we’re 
all trying to work out what Christmas will be; to be in isolation or with 
masked family members sat 2 metres apart.  
 
Christmas will be different for many of us – even if it we don’t have to 
see our loved ones from a distance, social distancing won’t be far from 
our mind and self-isolation for many will continue to be the new 
normal.  
• Check on your neighbours 
• Phone friends and family who live alone 
• Pop Christmas decorations where they can be seen by passers by 

to brighten up their day 
• Write proper Christmas cards – if you have any children at home, ask 

them to make some for you – nothing beats a potato print 
Christmas card!  

FOCUSFOCUS
ON ON HEALTHHEALTH

IT’S NEARLY OVER

A positive winter mindset can also help us cope with a lockdown at 
this time of year. Start off by being kind to yourself; it’s been tough 
enough this year! Have simple treats like hot baths, candles, a take 
away and film night. A nice glass or a hot mug of something special.  If 
you are able, wrap up warm on a nice day and enjoy your surroundings.  
Meet up with that one other person.  Stay connected and try to 
maintain some structure until this all passes. 
 
And Santa, if you are listening – can we have a better year next year. 
This one’s been a bit rubbish.  
 
Kind Regards and Festive Cheer to you all! 
 

Nick, Alex, Melvyn, Gill and Diana

 

 

  

 

0

140 Station Road, Burnham on Crouch                
01621 786600 

14 Monks Mead, Bicknacre  
(within Polish Me Pretty)       
01245 226007 
www.holicity.co.uk 

Registered Osteopath & Medical Acupuncture  Nick O’Connor 
Registered Osteopath  Melvyn Hughes 

Registered Osteopath (Cranial)   Silke Ukena 

Licensed Acupuncturist (Fertility & Antenatal)  Alexandra O’Connor 
Registered Osteopath (Fertility, Paediatric, Cranial)  Gillian Hind 

 

We work extensively with people suffering with Chronic Pain, using an incredibly effective 
combination of Chinese and Western Acupuncture, Osteopathy and Cranial Osteopathy to 
reduce pain, restore mobility and ease the psychological impact of chronic pain. 

If pain persists for 12+ weeks in spite of medication or treatment, it is Chronic Pain. 

www.essexfertility.com 

OSTEOPATHY ~ CRANIAL OSTEOPATHY ~ ACUPUNCTURE ~ FERTILITY SUPPORT 
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Decades later Vanguard was sold and abandoned on Canvey Island. 
Vandals set her alight twice, others ripped her planks away for 
firewood and she was left to rot – a shameful end for such a heroic 
craft. But recently she was rescued by a group of enthusiasts who 
brought her home to Burnham-on-Crouch to begin the next chapter 
in her life. 
 
For that we need YOUR HELP: 
  
The Vanguard Restoration Foundation, a registered charity, aims to 
fully restore Vanguard so she can become a living, sailing history 
lesson for schoolchildren, visitors and locals. The aim is to get her 
ready for a return to Dunkirk in June 2025 to take part in 
celebrations marking the 85th Anniversary of the Dunkirk Miracle.  
The charity has teamed up with Mike Tupper of IBTC (International 
Boatbuilding Training College) in Lowestoft. The College will 
undertake the full restoration and use her to teach students 
traditional boat building skills. The whole project will cost £500,000, 
including scholarships so people of all ages can learn shipwright 
skills and take part in her restoration. 
 
Vanguard saved hundreds of soldiers, part of an operation that 
saved this country in its darkest hour. Now it is your chance to help 
save her. We need as many people as possible to give just a few 
pounds. Please can you be one of them?  There are so few Dunkirk 
Little Ships left and the story of Vanguard and her part in Operation 
Dynamo must live on for future generations. We must never forget 
those who risked their lives for us. Please help Vanguard become, 
once again, a living symbol of the Dunkirk Spirit. 
 
You can follow Vanguard’s story at 
www.vanguardrestorationfoundation.org 
or www. www.facebook.com/vanguarddunkirklittleship  
 
 
HOW TO GIVE 
 
JUST GIVING 
Go here, https://justgiving.com/campaign/savethelittleship 
 or use your phone’s QR code reader on 
the QR code here. 
 
AMAZON SMILE 
On-line shop Amazon has a scheme that 
donates to charity 0.5% of the cost of 
each product you buy. Just go here:  
smile.amazon.com, sign up and choose 
Vanguard Restoration Foundation as your 
charity of choice. Then companies you 
buy from will automatically send money to the charity. Most 
products on Amazon are eligible. 
 
BANK TRANSFER 
If you want to transfer money by an online banking app, email 
info@vanguardrestorationfoundation.org and we’ll send you our 
bank details. 
 
CHEQUE 
Or you can send a cheque, made out to the Vanguard Restoration 
Foundation, to: The Treasurer, Vanguard Restoration Foundation, 
Houseboat Innisfree, the Quay, Burnham on Crouch, Essex. CM0 
8AS.

Dunkirk Little Ship Seeks the Soldiers it Saved

Vanguard Launch in 1937.

The rescued Vanguard. Photo by Nick Wood.

The charity behind the restoration of Vanguard, the beautiful oyster 
dredger that helped rescue hundreds from the beaches of Dunkirk, 
is launching an appeal to find the soldiers she helped to save. It is 
also launching an appeal to secure the necessary funding to rebuild 
Vanguard at a training college in Lowestoft. 
 
The news comes as Britain prepares to commemorate 
Remembrance Day 75 years after the end of World War II. Says 
Vanguard Restoration Foundation spokesperson, Nick Skeens, 
‘teaming up with Lowestoft’s International Boatbuilding Training 
College means we will now be able to restore Vanguard to the 
condition she was in when she joined two other boats from 
Burnham-on-Crouch in Essex to rescue soldiers from the Dunkirk 
beaches. We are appealing to the public to help us secure the 
necessary money.’ 
 
‘600 soldiers were taken off the beach by Burnham boats Vanguard, 
Sea Salter and Ma Joie. Who were these soldiers?  Can you help?  
Could it have been you, your brother, your granddad, dad or 
soldiers from your regiment? We’d love to know.’ 
 
In May 1940, Prime Minister Winston Churchill ordered private 
boats to go to Dunkirk to help rescue the stranded British army in 
a naval operation codenamed Operation Dynamo. The boats taking 
part became known as the Dunkirk Little Ships. With her crew of 
local fishermen, Vanguard was among the first to answer the call, 
sailing from Burnham on 30th May 1940 alongside Sea Salter, a 
larger oyster dredger and the yacht Ma Joie. The Burnham flotilla 
was dive-bombed and strafed as they ferried desperate soldiers 
from the beach to larger boats that were too big to get close to 
the beaches.  
 
Vanguard was built for working the rivers rather than the open sea, 
so the crossing itself would have been dangerous enough even 
before the crew faced the wrath of the Luftwaffe. She returned to 
England on 31st May 1940 protected by thick fog and loaded with 
grateful soldiers. Ma Joie did not make it back and Sea Salter has 
since been broken up. Only Vanguard remains. 
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FOCUSFOCUS
ON ON SportSport

BURNHAM ON CROUCH GOLF CLUB

Lady Captain Barbara's Social Distance Drive In at Burnham 
on Crouch Golf Club 
  
On a very wet and windy day 56 ladies ventured out before the current lockdown to 
play in Lady Captain Barbara’s drive in.  As tradition dictates, departing Captain Jae 
putted out and sank a huge putt passing the reigns onto Lady Captain Barbara 
Church.  
  
As Lady Captain, when not on the golf course can be found at her allotment, this was 
the theme of the day.   4 ball better ball was chosen as a quick format in case the 
weather was inclement.  The weather didn’t deter some ladies and with a great score 
of 41 points Liz Tolhurst and Annette Duce topped the leader board with Vice 
Captain Elaine Elphinstone and Cally Wilkin 2nd ocb with 40 points and Michelle 
Green and Shelia Clark in 3rd place.  Nearest the pin on the 5th was won by Denise 
Howat and Longest Drive on the 18th by Michelle Green. 

  
Lady Captain then invited all the ladies to a very welcome much needed drink in the clubhouse. She would like to thank all those who 
participated in making her day a very special one and she looks forward to a fun filled, rain free year.    
 

Action Fraud is warning people selling items online to be on the lookout for criminals sending fake PayPal emails. Between January and 
September this year, Action Fraud received over 20,000 reports of fake PayPal emails, resulting in losses of nearly £8 million.   
Criminals have been targeting people selling items online, by sending them emails purporting to be from PayPal. The emails trick victims 
into believing they have received payment for the items they’re selling on the platform.  
 
Typically, after receiving these emails, victims will then send the item to the criminal. This leaves them at a further disadvantage having not 
received any payment for the item and also no longer being in possession of it—for example, one fake email from PayPal claimed the buyer 
had accidently paid for the item twice. The buyer then asked the seller to wire the overpayment to a bank account in a different country.  
 
If you think you’ve received a fake email, PayPal offer the following advice:  
 
Log into PayPal: If you receive a suspicious email, don’t act on the message or click on any links. Instead, open your browser, log into PayPal 
and check for any new activity. PayPal will also email or notify you in the app if you’ve received any payments. 
 
Check the basics: Look out for misspellings and grammatical errors, which can be a tell-tale sign of a scam. 
 
Verify an email’s authenticity: Phishing scams will often mimic the look and feel of PayPal emails, and ask you for sensitive information – 
something that real PayPal emails will never do. 
 
How to spot the difference: A PayPal email will address you by your first and last name, or your business name, and we will never ask you 
for your full password, bank account, or credit card details in a message. 
 
Avoid following links: If you receive an email you think is suspicious, do not click on any links or download any attachments. You can check 
where a link is going before you click on it by hovering over it – does it look legitimate? 
 
Keep tabs on your information: Limit the number of places where you store your payment information online by using a secure digital wallet 
like PayPal. If you are making a purchase online, consider using a protected payment method such as PayPal, so if your purchase doesn’t 
arrive or match the product description, PayPal can reimburse you. 
 
Easiest of all, use common sense: If a deal seems too good to be true, it probably is! Stay clear of exceptional deals or anything that is 
significantly reduced in price from what you would expect to pay. 
 
You can forward suspicious emails to spoof@paypal.com, without changing the subject line. PayPal will let you know whether it is fraudulent. 
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 www.facebook.com/burnhamfocus

BURNHAM & DENGIE FOCUS

 
Important Telephone Numbers 
Police Stations Headquarters 0300 333 4444 
Fire Emergency 999 or HQ 01376 576000 
Ambulance        Emergency 999 or enquiries 01245 443344 
Coastguard Emergency 999 or enquiries 01255 675518 
Lifeboat (Inshore Rescue Burnham) Emergency 999 
Crouch Harbour Authority (9.30am-11.30am) 01621 783602 
Water Emergency: 08457 820 999 
Sewage Emergency: 08457 145145 
Gas Emergency: 0800 111999 
Electricity Emergency (24 hours): 0800 7838838 
Post Office, 22 Station Rd 01621 784899 
Burnham Library 01621 782006 
Burnham Community Info. Centre 01621 784962 
Southminster Library 01621 773768 
 
 
Burnham Town Council 
Town Council (Chapel Road) 01621 783426 
Email: office@burnhamtowncouncil.com 
Mr Ron Pratt (Mayor) 07860 913912 
Vanessa Bell (Deputy Mayor) 01621 330506  
Mr Bob Calver 01621 782221 
Mr Neil Pudney  01621 784233 
Mrs Wendy Stamp 01621 786350  
Jennie Donnelly 07973 416999  
 
 
Chemists 
Boots Pharmacy Fiveways 01621 782058 
Southminster Pharmacy 01621 772392 
 
 
Churches 
All Saints Creeks 01621 782203 
Baptist Church,  01621 784323 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 01621 776368 
Methodist Church (URC) 01621 784808 
Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin 01621 782071 
Roman Catholic Church 782034 or 852259 
The United Reformed Church                             01621 784808 
Buddhist Shrine - 01621 773619 
Tillingham Congregational Church 01621 782201 
St Peter’s Chapel-Bradwell 01621 776846 
St Leonards C of E Church-Southminster 01621 772300 
St Nicholas Tillinham C of E Church 01621 778017 
Southminster 
 
 
Doctors 
Health Services Clinic Crouch Road  01621 727600 
The Burnham Surgery 01621 782054 
The Trinity Medical Centre, Mayland 01621 745400 
Maylandsea Medical Centre 01621 742233 
William Fisher Medical Centre, Southminster    01621 773777 
NHS Direct 0845 4647 
 
Funeral Directors 
East of England Cooperative Funeral Service   01621 786666 
Paul J King 01621 784884 
A.G. Smith Independent Funeral Directors 01621 774557 
 
 
Vets 
Edgewood Veterinary Group    01621 852910     

   01621 784080 
 
Osteopath 
Burnham Osteopathic Clinic 01621 786600 
 
 
Estate Agents 
Church & Hawes   01621 782652 

 
Physiotherapy 
Physiotherapist Burnham Physiotherapy clinic           01621 782194 
ABK Caring Services (home care in the community)     01621 782527 
 
Public Transport 
Bus Station Travel Shop 01245 263859        
Burnham Ferry         07704 060482    
Stephensons        01702 541511 
Abelio Greater Anglia  0345 600 7245 
First Essex Buses     08456 020121 
Trains                       08457 484950 
Traveline 0871 200 2233 
First Essex Buses 0345 602 0121 
 
Schools 
Adult Community College 01621 853337 
Burnham-on-Crouch Primary School 01621 782070 
Burnham Pre-School Playgroup                    am 01621 784186  

                                 pm 01621 782827 
Close to Home Childcare 01621 782787 
Hillside Playcare Centre                                am 01621 774422   

                                 pm 01621 784570 
Ormiston Rivers Academy 01621 782377 
St Mary’s C of E Primary School 01621 782626 
Treetops Pre-School Playgroup 01621 783265 
Southminster Pre-School (Kelly Richardson) 07789 222916 
 
Sports Clubs                                         
Burnham Ramblers 01621 784383 
Burnham Rugby Club 01621 773482 
Burnham Sailing Club 01621   782624 
Burnham Sports Cricket Club 01621 784182 
Burnham Golf Club 01621 782282 
Burnham Croquet Club 07432 122223 
Burnham Hillside Bowls Club 01621 778537 
Creeksea Sailing Club 01621 783616 
Dengie 100 Badminton Club 01621 785703 
Harlow, Blackwater Sailing Club 01621 740300 
Jacks Centre Latchingdon Bowls 01621 742051 
Maylandsea Bay Sailing Club 01702 471808 
Royal Corinthian Yacht Club 01621 782105 
Royal Burnham Yacht Club 01621 782044 
Southminster Bowls Club 01621 783091 
Southminster Tennis Club 01621 773583 
 
Clubs & Societies 
The Dengie Hundred Probus Club. chairman@probusclub.co.uk 
Harmony Modern Choir      07805 080190 
Southminster Operatic & Choral Society (SOCS) 
Rehearse Thursday's 7.30pm at United Reformed Church Hall, 
Orchard Road, Southminster.       01621 772178 
Rotary Club of Burnham-on-Crouch & Dengie Hundred 

                    01621 783453 
U3A Burnham-on-Crouch      07388 153 930 
  
Burnham on Crouch WI       
Kings Hall, rear of Constitutional Club 
Sheila Williams 01621 786081; Lynne Baines 07507 667409.  
Meeting 3rd Thursday monthly at 2.15pm  
Maplin WI,   
United Reformed Church  
Burnham-on-Crouch at 7.15pm 1st Tuesday of each month 
except January  
Southminster W1 - Southminster Memorial Hall 
1st Tuesday of the month - 7.15pm  
St Lawrence Bay W1  
Village Hall at 7.30pm  
2nd Wednesday of the month  
Burnham Darby & Joan 
First & third Fridays 2.00pm      01621 783226 
  

22 The FocusImportant Telephone Numbers



ELECTRICAL

GARDENING SERVICES
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Get yourself noticed in the Focus on the trade pages!

Trade Page

 Anglo Plumbing      
Your local family plumber 
· Qualified 
· Emergency & repair specialist. 
· Genuine 24/7 call out. 
· No call out fee. Call us anytime. 
· All plumbing work undertaken. 
· Competitive rates. 

Tel: Danbury 01245 221220 
Mobile: 07768 181 181 
Email: info@angloplumbing.co.uk 
Website: www.angloplumbing.co.uk

We are still open and provide emergency and repair service during the  
Corona crisis. 

The necessary arrangements are made with you over the phone prior to arriving at 
your property, and we use PPE. 

Please call us on Danbury 221220 or 07768 181181.

PLUMBING & HEATING

PLASTERERS

SECURITY SYSTEMS

JOINERY

Ashtree Joinery
• Windows
• Doors
• Stairs
• Wardrobe & bespoke units

• PAR timber to size
• Internal Plantation Shutters
• Match up to any mould for skirting / architraves

 Phone Ashley on 07770 663223 to discuss your needs

Bespoke 5,000 
Double-Sided 
 A5 Flyers on 
170gsm Gloss 

for   
£120 

l Magazines 
l Brochures 
l Letterheads 
l Compliment Slips 
l Invoice Pads 
l Business Cards 
l Folders 
l Flyers 
l Event Programmes 
l Folded Leaflets 
l Tickets 

l Receipt Books 
l Posters 
l Calendars 
l Invitations 
l Personalised Cards 
l Vouchers 
l Banners 
l Roller Banners 
l Foamex Signs 
l Order of Service 
l Postcards

Tel: 01245 32 31 30   dean@focuspp.com   www.focuspp.com 
Unit 2, Bloomsbury Court, South Woodham Ferrers, Essex CM3 5XB
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