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The August winning photo will be on the front cover next week,
keep sending in your entries for September, before we know
where we are it will be time for getting the calendar printed with
all the winning entries over the months. So if you want to be
included, then enter the competition.
We have Cllr. Bob Massey with his fortnightly round up of Council
News and on p.14 there is an article from the Woodham
Infrastructure Group regarding the Masterplan developments.
We have a few technical issues with our Facebook page at the
moment, so it would be safer to email any birthdays or articles to
my email address below. Hopefully we will get that sorted soon.
Thank you once again for all your comments about the Focus and
how pleased you are to have us back, although we have never
been away, the magazine has always been published and
available online.
Enjoy your Focus this week!
WendyMurray - wendy@focuspp.com

Copy deadline for 973 is Friday 11th September

The ofﬁce is closed
but we are back to printing the magazines that
are available to download and print at
https://focuspp.com
You can pick up your Focus from any of these
drop off points.

PHOTO OF THE MONTH COMPETITION

WINNER CASH PRIZE £20 EACH MONTH
OPEN TO ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS
THE WINNING PHOTO WILL BE FEATURED IN THE MAGAZINE AND
AUTOMATICALLY ENTERED INTO OUR 2021 PRINTED CALENDAR,
SO GET CLICKING AND SEND IN THOSE PHOTOS
BY MON 25TH SEPT for the SEPTEMBER WINNER.

AHEAD4, BUCKHATCH GARDEN CENTRE

EMAIL TO WENDY@FOCUSPP.COM OR POST THEM
ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE, HEADED PHOTO COMPETITION

LONDIS - COLD NORTON

ONLY ONE WINNER PER MONTH

MEADOWCROFT
THE FARM SHOP, MARSH FARM
Published and printed by Focus Print & Publishing Co. All material contained within this
publication is strictly copyright and all rights are reserved. Reproduction in any form without
permission is prohibited. Every care is taken by the publishers in compiling the contents of
the Burnham-on-Crouch & Dengie Focus, but no responsibility is assumed for any injury, loss
or damage arising from any article or advertisement contained within the publication. The
views expressed within this publication do not necessarily reflect the views of the publishers.

ALL PHOTOS MUST BE GOOD QUALITY AND AT LEAST
1 MB IN SIZE FOR REPRODUCTION AND OF LOCAL INTEREST.
DECISIONS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE EDITOR. ALL PHOTOS ARE
COPYRIGHTED TO YOU AND WE WILL HAVE YOUR PERMISSION TO
USE THEM.
NO AGE LIMIT, WINNERS WILL BE NOTIFIED BY EMAIL & FACEBOOK
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Dean Robinson
dean@focuspp.com

Wendy Murray
wendy@focuspp.com
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Nicola Faux
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Nicky Robinson
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COUNCIL NEWS WITH Cllr. BOB MASSEY
Every fortnight, we have a more personal view, alternating between
Mayor Councillor Bob Massey and Deputy Mayor Councillor
Murrough O’Brien, providing insight and interpretation to activities
of the Town Council and the community of South Woodham Ferrers.
I was disappointed to hear about the vandalism at the Chetwood
Centre last week. The site is used by Essex Child and Wellbeing
Service as a Family Hub, and was due to reopen on September 7th.
I understand that staff have worked to repair and restore the site for
reopening but it’s disappointing to see mindless destruction by our
own town’s youngsters.
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Elsewhere, something that is likely to cause quite a bit of discussion
in the near future is the proposed reform of Local Government.
The Government is proposing to introduce a series of unitary
authorities across the country, each representing around 400,000 500,000 people. Essex has a population of around 1.8 million, and so
it is expected that the county will be divided into four unitary
authorities and that these will replace the current County and
District/City Councils.
There would then be one elected Mayor of Essex - much as London,
Liverpool, Birmingham and Manchester currently have. And no, I
don't think I'd be interested!
Chelmsford has a population of around 180,000 and so could merge
with, for example, Braintree with 150,000 and Maldon 64,000 giving
a total population of around 400,000. Similarly, Colchester (195,000),
Witham (25,000) and Tendring (145,000) could combine giving a
unitary population of 365,000. There will doubtless be much
discussion in coming months as to how the County could be
conﬁgured.
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Carpets Direct
Established 25 years

Guaranteed Lowest Prices

? Best deal direct 
?

? FREE home visits


WHY PAY
MORE ?

FREE fitting 
? FREE advice

Carpets • Vinyls • Laminates • Wood

• Specialist in 80% wool twist pile carpets
• No hard sell
• See our mobile showroom in the comfort of your
home / commercial premises

We will move your furniture
and FREE removal / uplift of your old carpet

0800389 0792 Mob: 07885 256186
www.carpets-direct.co.uk

Credit Cards
Accepted

Essex County Council and the various District Councils - like
Chelmsford City Council and Maldon District Council - would no
longer exist, and more responsibility is likely to be devolved down to
Parish and Town Councils.
A Government whitepaper is expected shortly.
Back to local matters and some of you may have seen recent posts
on social media regarding pollution in the River Crouch. A ﬁre last
weekend at a factory in Basildon resulted in 'sugar and syrup' being
released into the river and residents were cautioned about not
allowing dogs to swim in the river.
One of our Town Councillors - Peter Wyatt - contacted me
questioning whether the caution should be expanded to include
human bathers. In response to this enquiry, I checked with the
Environment Agency who advised that thankfully, the situation has
stabilised with much of the pollution now dispersed, although some
sugars trapped in foliage may be swept from the riverbanks in
coming days, depending on tides.
Cllr. Wyatt's query, however, got me thinking about the potential that
we have ‘on our doorstep’ down at the riverside. Saturday morning
Park Runners at "Bob's Hill" on the sea wall have often mentioned to
me that they love Phoebe's Pantry, and that we should make more
use of our riverside. As a beer drinker, I often look wistfully over to
'The Anchor' pub at Hullbridge, wishing we could have something,
anything, similar on our side of the river.
It’s unlikely that we’ll get anything as ‘grand’ as 'The Anchor', but the
riverside, as part of Essex Country Parks, is the responsibility of the
County Council and, as the Town’s County Councillor, I am in
discussions to see if we can 'enhance the offering', as they say.
As always, I would welcome your thoughts, either by email to me at
the City or County Council (the email addresses can be found on the
respective websites), or here in The Focus.
Take care, stay safe.
Bob Massey

As COVID-19 continues, SWF Health & Social Care Group
continues to work collaboratively with the Town’s GPs and
Pharmacists. We also answer referrals from the national
GoodSAM, Essex County & Chelmsford Coronavirus Support
Services.
We’re providing health & social welfare support, information and
signposting to patients & people in SWF and surrounds who in
August and beyond remain at risk, need to be cautious & stay at
home, and are without a local support network. If you need help
or have queries about any local health and social care issues you
may
ﬁnd
relevant
information
on
our
website
www.healthsocial.co.uk; if you need support please don’t
hesitate to contact us on swfhealthsocial@outlook.com. For
those without internet access a voicemail can be left on the Chair’s
work line 01245 322079 which is monitored daily.
Inevitably some of our volunteers have gone back to work. We still
need accredited volunteers in the Town who remain available and
would like to join our team. If you’re interested in this please
contact our Administrator Nikki at swfhealthsocial@outlook.com
Best wishes to everyone; stay safe, alert, happy & healthy.

The Focus- reaching out to the Community
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Blackwater Will Writing Company
Have your will prepared in the comfort of your own home.
Single Will £65.00 -- Mirror Wills (for couples) £110

01621 744984

Don’t put it off any longer !!!!!!
Regulated by The Society of Will Writers
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SEPTEMBER 2020 TIDE TABLES

###############

a.m.
01:13
01:49
02:34
03:07
03:39
04:01
04:36
04:56
05:23
05:54
06:42
07:58
09:38
11:05
---00:27
01:24
02:07
02:53
03:34
04:10
04:48
05:29
06:18
07:14
08:37
10:13
11:32
---00:55

1st Tue
2nd Wed
3rd Thu
4th Fri
5th Sat
6th Sun
7th Mon
8th Tue
9th Wed
10th Thu
11th Fri
12th Sat
13th Sun
14th Mon
15th Tue
16th Wed
17th Thu
18th Fri
19th Sat
20th Sun
21st Mon
22nd Tue
23rd Wed
24th Thu
25th Fri
26th Sat
27th Sun
28th Mon
29th Tue
30th Wed
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p.m.
13:34
14:16
14:45
15:18
15:43
16:12
16:42
17:13
17:43
18:15
19:16
20:41
22:20
23:36
12:04
12:56
13:48
14:31
15:12
15:45
16:22
17:05
17:50
18:35
19:50
21:25
22:58
00:00
12:29
13:09

mtrs
5.12
5.24
5.25
5.28
5.29
5.22
5.12
5.00
4.85
4.47
4.25
4.15
4.31
4.83
4.74
5.20
5.46
5.64
5.82
5.86
5.84
5.62
5.27
4.88
4.61
4.57
4.68
4.99
4.87
5.02
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< Fascias, soffits and
bargeboards specialists
 ,AIIPJKMF
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mtrs
5.22
5.21
5.24
5.23
5.20
5.13
5.05
4.80
4.68
4.38
4.27
3.99
4.09
4.35
--5.10
5.44
5.77
5.86
5.75
5.71
5.45
5.00
4.72
4.39
4.14
4.24
4.68
--5.14
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PRIVATE PT STUDIO

(Based in South Woodham Ferrers)

● Individual sessions
● Small group sessions

● Boxing coaching
● Female instructor

127410 (day) or 01245 400314=2556

CCC1OOD@NDPOPJ4K>PO1>ND

IN MEMORIAM
!"#$%%$&#$'(&')*+,$-(#'.&/'0,1%.&-'2$&-(+-34'

Ha you considered cosmeti
Have
tic denti
tistry
try to
give
dence when you smile?
gi you more confide
If you have been thinking about having cosmetic or
restorative dentistry, we understand you will have
lots of questions. That's why we're pleased to offer
you a consultation with one of our cosmetic
dentists, who will be able to address your concerns
and outline the treatment options that may be
suitable for you.

Tel:
In loving memory of Kim Bateman
25/09/58 - 14/09/19
Our hearts are still broken one year after
you went to sleep Kim/Mum. Forever
with us. Forever our hero. God Bless Alfie, Kayleigh, Danny & Marie xxx
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01245 328060 to book your appointment

E: reception@brickfieldsdentalcare.co.uk
W: www.brickfieldsdentalcare.co.uk
5$6*3$'.&/'76-$38'93$.-,$&-':4'23'7,(-';.-$%

1st Floor, 10 Brickfields Road
South Woodham Ferrers, Essex, CM3 5XB

Delivered weekly to over 7,000
Unit 2, Bloomsbury Court, Brickfields Road, South Woodham Ferrers, CM3 5XB

Tel: 01245 32 31 30
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South Woodham Ferrers
£200,000
• Spacious two bedroom ﬁrst ﬂoor maisonette
• Use of a large enclosed rear garden
• Re-ﬁtted kitchen and bathroom
• Spacious living room
• Large master bedroom and a further good sized single
• Spacious entrance hall with a large storage cupboard to
the ground ﬂoor that occupiers of similar properties utilise
as a study, own loft, and parking

Wickford
£315,000
• Well-maintained three bedroom terraced house
• Lounge
• Separate dining room
• Fitted kitchen
• Reﬁtted shower room with separate wc
• 40ft rear garden and a crazy paved driveway
• Off street parking for two vehicles
• Integral garage

South Woodham Ferrers
£350,000
• Extended Three Bedroom Detached family home
• Living Room with separate Dining Room
• Spacious Kitchen/Breakfast room
• Ground ﬂoor Cloakroom.
• Three Double Bedrooms share a Re-ﬁtted Four piece Bathroom
• South Facing Rear Garden
• Garage

Call to view 01245 323729

Call to view 01245 323729

Call to view 01245 323729

South Woodham Ferrers
OIEO £400,000
• Super Four Bedroom Detached Family Home
• Light spacious Living Room
• Modern Kitchen Diner with integrated appliances
• Study, and Ground ﬂoor Shower room
• Modern Family Bathroom.
• Stunning Landscaped Gardens
• Detached Double Garage with off street parking

South Woodham Ferrers
Guide Price £375,000 - 400,000
• Extended Four Bedroom link Detached Family home
• Double story rear extension
• Modern open plan Kitchen Diner
• Family Room
• Living room and ground ﬂoor Cloakroom
• Modern Four piece Family bathroom
• Secluded rear garden, garage and off street parking

South Woodham Ferrers
OIRO £475,000
• Vastly Extended and Modernized
• 70 ft Rear Garden
• Four Double Bedrooms
• T hree Receptions
• Spacious Kitchen Diner
• Large Master Bedroom
• En Suite
• Re-Fitted Family Bathroom

Call to view 01245 323729

Call to view 01245 323729

Call to view 01245 323729

Basildon
t: 01268 271 110
e: sales@balgoresbasildon.com
Lettings: 01268 280 066

Brentwood
t: 01277 216 800
e: sales@balgoreshayes.com
Lettings: 01277 210 506

Chelmsford
t: 01245 492 424
e: sales@balgoreschelmsford.com
Lettings: 01245 455 584

Dagenham
t: 02085 921 038
e: sales@balgoresdagenham.com
Lettings: 02085 921 038

Gravesend
t: 01474 369 955
e: sales@balgoresgravesend.com
Lettings: 01474 369 959

Hornchurch
t: 01708 470 756
e: sales@balgoresproperty.com
Lettings: 01708 478 333

Ongar
t: 01277 369 925
e: ongar@balgoreshayes.com
Lettings: 01277 366 092

Loughton
t: 02085 021 559
e: ongar@balgoreshayes.com
Lettings: 02085 021 559

Romford
t: 01708 755 507
e: sales@balgoresromford.com
Lettings: 01708 755 508

South Woodham Ferrers
t: 01245 323 729
e: sales@balgoresswf.com
Lettings: 01245 455 584

Upminster
t: 01708 259 539
e: sales@balgoresupminster.com
Lettings: 01708 259 535

www.facebook/swfocus

https://focuspp.com
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FOCUS
ON HEALTH
I have resisted 'going on Facebook for years but I do look at it now
from time to time. As you probably know there is a miscellany of
local news, pictures of family and friends, details of what people
had for supper and so forth. When it comes to discussions about
Covid, though, the old Yorkshire colloquialism "There's nowt so
queer as folk" constantly springs to mind. We read variously that
people who died of it were going to die anyway, it's 'just ﬂu',
you're behaving like sheep if you follow the guidance for
preventing the spread of the disease, the whole Covid exercise is
a put up job and a money making exercise, viruses don't cause
disease ... you name it. It all seems to be delightfully evidence free,
relying entirely on the fact that the gullible will unthinkingly pass
on 'something they read on the internet', however implausible. All
in it's a sad indictment of 150 years of compulsory education.
What planet are these people on? Do they, for example, really
believe that viruses don't cause disease? It's not difﬁcult to check
this out - a quick glance at the Wikipedia entry for 'Viral Disease'
gives you some idea of the magnitude of the problem. Reading
the comments, though, one can't help drawing the conclusion that
there are enough of these people about to ensure a rapid increase
in the number of Coronavirus cases.
The effects of all this background noise are readily apparent. For
example, in a lot of shops people who wear masks look out of
place. Fortunately there are examples of best practice in SWF - Mr
Gees Foundation's Charity Shop being a case in point.
Unfortunately the prophets of doom now look as if they may have
a point. The BBC reports: "The latest "big change" in coronavirus
infections across the UK is of "great concern", England's deputy
chief medical ofﬁcer has warned. Prof Jonathan Van Tam said
people have "relaxed too much" over the summer and "we have
got to start taking this very seriously again". If not, the UK will have
"a bumpy ride over the next few months", he warned. He said that
infections among younger people in EU countries had later
ﬁltered through to older age groups."
Prof John Edmunds, a member of the Scientiﬁc Advisory Group
for Emergencies (Sage), said cases are now "increasing
exponentially".
The Beeb's Nick Triggle reports that we risk: "following the
trajectory of some EU countries." He quotes Prof Van Tam: "Where
case numbers rise initially in the younger parts of the population
they do in turn ﬁlter through and start to give elevated rates of
disease and hospital admissions in the older age groups, and we
know that then becomes a serious public health problem."
The Facebook comments are not all bad, mind you - there are
quite a few well informed residents who give as good as they get.
And there are some little gems - Bob Massey posted a video this
week featuring Dr Mike Gogarty, the ECC public health guru, who
talks a lot of sense and gives sound advice (such as what to do if
you ﬁnd shops that are failing to implement the current
guidelines.)
But there are all too many online scribes who, whilst advocating
complacency, seem blissfully unaware that, apart from the
'medical' aspects we also have to consider that people's
livelihoods are at risk. You see statements like: 'I'll be responsible
for my own health, thank you!' - meaning 'I'll do as I please without
any consideration for the wellbeing of others or the health service
workers who'll have to deal with the collateral damage' (thereby
putting themselves at risk - frontline healthcare staff have a three-

6

fold higher risk of Covid-19 infection even with adequate PPE) .
Many businesses are teetering on the brink - another Covid spike
resulting from crazy theories and complete indifference to the
consequences of irresponsible behaviour could result in large
numbers of businesses going to the wall and much larger
numbers of their former employees ﬁnding themselves on the
scrap heap. That would be a real tragedy in a year when we've
already had our fair share of misfortune.
Q: What happens when you give a politician Viagra? A: He gets
taller.
LONG COVID. GPs recently received an email from the Royal
College of General Practitioners asking us to complete a
questionnaire. The reason: "As General Practice continues to move
back to a more normal model of delivery we are hearing more and
more about the effects of long-COVID, and the emerging patient
needs and care from that". In the aftermath of the survey, the
RCGP is calling for a national network of post-Covid clinics.
The Long Covid Website tells us that: "Large numbers of people
report suffering from prolonged, debilitating and sometimes
serious symptoms following infection with suspected or conﬁrmed
Covid-19.
While attention has focused on the critical cases, and most people
with the virus have a mild illness for a week or two, there is a
sizable third group comprising people of all ages, many of whom
were previously healthy and active.
It is estimated that up to 10% of people with the virus take at least
3 weeks to recover, with 250,000 people in the UK alone thought
to experience symptoms for 30 days or more.
Despite multiple trips to A&E, most of these people were not
admitted to hospital, nor were they eligible for testing when they
fell ill, so they have remained at home, unrecorded in ofﬁcial
statistics and largely invisible."
The website also provides case histories eg: "I’m a covid-19 longhauler and an epidemiologist – here’s how it feels when symptoms
last for months. Imagine being young and healthy, a non-smoker
with no pre-existing health conditions, and then waking up one
morning feeling like you were being suffocated by an unseen
force. Back in March, this was my reality."
The Long Covid Website doesn't give clear details of who is
running it so it's difﬁcult to be sure quite how much you can rely
on its estimate of the extent of the problem. There is supportive
evidence to be found elsewhere, however. The BBC reports that:
"Tim Spector, professor of genetic epidemiology at King's College
London and leader of the Covid Symptom Study app, said around
300,000 people in the UK have reported symptoms lasting for
more than a month - so called "long Covid". He added that data
from the app showed around 60,000 people have been ill for
more than three months."
A clearer indication of the extent of the problem will appear when
more studies have been done - but, for now, you need to be aware
that patients not infrequently experience the 'after effects' of
Covid. Those affected can locate a comprehensive information
pack by Googling: Post COVID 19 Patient Information Pack Homerton University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust.
Dr John

Delivered weekly to over 7,000 homes & businesses in South Woodham Ferrers
Unit 2, Bloomsbury Court, Brickfields Road, South Woodham Ferrers, CM3 5XB

Tel: 01245 32 31 30
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Frightened or safe!
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CAT FOUND
Young Black Cat found in
Tylers Ride area.
Please contact the Focus ofﬁce
for further information on:
01245 323130

FOCUS

Happy Birthday

A very happy 4th birthday to
my wonderful daughter
Isabella.
All my love Mummy xxx

A respected senior professor at the
University of Durham said “It isn’t a matter of
knowing that you’ve got it all together; you
haven’t. It’s a matter of knowing that
somewhere it is all together – and that you’re
part of it”. How can anyone in South
Woodham Ferrers feel conﬁdent about how
they are being and will be affected by the
situations that surround them. Locally we are
(at the time of typing this) not suffering a
local outbreak from the Corona Virus but who knows whether we
might be? Brexit is still three and a half months away – how will that
affect us? Before then there is the Chancellor’s Autumn Statement,
what effect might that have? For quite a few there is the hanging
threat of redundancy? It’s a grim environment for every one of us.
Archbishop Cosmo Lang just before his retirement in 1942, said in
a sermon “Having been Somebody, I shall now be Nobody” He
starkly contrasted the scenario of that retirement from his position
within the church at a time that was more uncertain than today. No,
it isn’t as bad as we sometimes feel, but we do need to recognise
that there is a spectrum of feelings that every one feels between
‘somebody’s and nobody’s’ and the probability is that we are all
slipping gradually towards the latter. We often recognise in those
we know, sometimes in our own families, that the effect of this
feeling that we‘re becoming nobody’s leads to being unable to
sleep properly, towards anxiety and depression, towards sickness
and ill-health. But there is another life that is open to every single
person.
Jesus, preaching in a synagogue early in his three years of ministry,
quoted from the Old Testament prophet Isaiah. He said “I am
anointed to preach good news to the poor (the nobody’s). God has
sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners (those who feel the
imprisonment of the situation in which they live), and recovery of
sight for the blind (you and me who can’t see the way forward), to
release the oppressed.” Yes Jesus, the son of God, came to earth
to not only to tell us there was a way of moving in the direction of
being a somebody, but that his Father holds the reins. He knows
the outcomes of all this uncertainty, he offers to us the chance to be
calm and conﬁdent in a bright future.
Nothing is more reassuring to a child to feel the ﬁrm hand of their
parent holding their small hand. Nothing will be more reassuring
to you than to let the Lord Jesus take your hand, to walk with you,
and lead you down a safe path in your future earthly life.
SWF Christian Council

FOCUS

Happy Birthday

Happy 4th Birthday Princess Sadie!
Have a magical day xxxx
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Happy Birthday

Happy 7th Birthday Lillea!! For 18th
September. Have a great day, lots of love
from you little sister Abbie and mummy and
daddy xxx

FOCUS

To our gorgeous boy, Caleb. We hope
you have the best birthday ever. We love
you and are so unbelievably proud of
you. With all our love always, Mummy,
Daddy and Emiliana xx

Delivered weekly to over 7,000 homes & businesses in South Woodham Ferrers
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Congratulations

Happy Birthday
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Part time office administrator required.
Flexible hours to suit up to 16 hrs per week.
Banking background would be preferred.
Please contact Neil Barnes on 01245 323436.

SWF RFC Under 11’s
Want to get into Rugby?

"Congratulations Jade, on your
AMAZING Results in your
A'Levels!" Wishing you lots of
fun at Southampton Uni.

"Happy Birthday to the best
uncle ever on the 11th
September.
I hope you have a great day uncle
Danny.
Love Anthony xx

FOCUS

Happy Birthday

Wishing our Beautiful Remi-Rose a very Happy 10th Birthday on the
13th September. Have a wonderful day darling. With all our love
from Mummy, Daddy Lee, Nanna, Bailey Beau and Halle-Belle
xxxxx

FOCUS

Happy Birthday

FOCUS

If you are now in Year 6, come along to rugby with SWF RFC.
We work on the RFU framework of TREDS.
•
Teamwork
•
Respect
•
Enjoyment
•
Discipline
•
Sportsmanship
Interested? Contact Gerry on 07880 498565 or
gerrym36@aol.com

CHARITY GOLF DAY GOSH
On Friday 28th August the ﬁrst SCS (HS2) Golf day was held
at Langdon Hills golf and country club in aid of Great Ormond
Street Hospital
The event was restricted to only 52 golfers due to COVID, The
weather for the day was due to be horrendous but the golﬁng
gods were with us and we all had a great day.
We have raised over £5200 to date and this is still rising.
Massive thank you to the local community for supporting the
event in particular, South Woodham Ferrers United managers,
The U8 Sharks Football team, The Curlew pub, South Woodham
Barbers and Trophies for titles (Paul Chapman). The Curlew pub
sent along 6 of its regulars Ken, Ribs, Danny, Lee, Fimmo and
SWF local celebrity Michael Cheyne. Big Thank for you for Fred
Barbers for attending and brightening up the day with his
continuous smile. The team event was won by Ken, Ribs, Gary
and Cheyne.
The society started back in 2012 at Three rivers Golf Club,
before this event we had raised over £44,000 for GOSH,
Fingers crossed we make the £50,000 mark once all money is
collected
Thank you all, please look out for the 2021 Golf events.
Happy Birthday

Happy Birthday Megan
and luke, we love you both so much.
Nan and grandad xx
Happy 50th birthday Dersy hope you
have a great day, love The Baileys,
Carpenters & Wynne’s xx
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Wishing our funny, handsome, clever and
cheeky little man a very Happy 6th Birthday.
Harry, you brighten every day with your
smile and laughter.
Lots and lots of Love Mummy, Daddy,
Maddie, Nanny, Papa and Willow the cat
xxxx
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Over to you...
WHO DUG THE TRENCH?
In Trinity Row an open
trench has existed for
a number of weeks.

Mon-Fri:
Tue:
Sat:
Sun:

09:00 - 17:30
09:00 - 19:30
11:00 - 15:00
Closed

YOUR
local computer shop
Assisting home and business users with honest, helpful
and professional advice. We’re here for all your IT needs.

Computer Repairs

Legally whoever dug
the
whole
must
display
a
notice
telling you who dug
the
trench, their
contact details and a
number provided by
Essex County Council
Highways
(ECC)
which
is
the
authorisation
for
digging the trench.
This notice does not
exist.

Of昀ce Phone
Systems
Custom
Builds

Laptop Sales

Hardware
Upgrades

Remote
Support

Clean-up/
Servicing

SSD’s,
RAM

Computer
Sales

Phone
Repairs

Friendly and
Professional Advice
Tel: 01245 426 163 | Email: info@ahead4.com

Therefore
as
a
standpipe is in place I
contacted Essex and
Suffolk Water (ESW) to see if it was their trench. ESW promised to
phone back and after 2 weeks I am still waiting.
I also contacted ECC Highways by phone as they are responsible
for all excavations in roads and footpaths. I listened to their
recorded message stating they are following Government
guidelines and not at work (?). Why is any of this important, if the
trench has been dug illegally then ECC Highways will not inspect
the trench or reinstatement once the trench is ﬁlled. If the
materials used to ﬁll the trench are not compacted correctly over
time the ground will become uneven and a person from the U3A
could fall breaking a bone or 2. A person from the U1A could trip
and lose a tooth or 2, meaning from young to old the injuries
could be life changing.

117 Hullbridge Road, South Woodham Ferrers, CM3 5LL

www.ahead4.com

YOU Moving House?
Are YO
Call 01245 807592
movals & Storage Ltd
m Relocate Remo
Quote From
Get A Free Qu
Ge

-Flexible House Removals
-Packing Option Available
-Experienced Removals Team
-50+ Years Experience
moval.co.uk
www.relocateremo
www.

If ECC are aware the ground is uneven any injuries caused by
someone tripping over could lead to payment of signiﬁcant
compensation. If the ground becomes uneven ECC Highways are
responsible for the repair. This means we will pay via our Council
Tax when the money could be better spent on numerous other
things. Hence the person who dug the trench should comply with
the law and ECC Highways should ensure the law is enforced to
keep us all safe and ensure our money is spent wisely.
MD

THANK YOU CLUB WOODHAM
We would like to offer a big thank you to Adam and Ross at Club
Woodham and to all the staff who support them.
The re-opening of the gym in July was carried out very
professionally and carefully. All equipment is pristine, hygiene
standards are very high and everything has been put in place to
ensure safety. The classes are excellent as always and are currently
running with reduced numbers to ensure plenty of room for social
distancing.
We have been members (on and off!) for 25 years and are so glad
to be back.
Cathy and Paul Howes

!"#$%&'()%*(++$),%-$$.%/0$".$1%'(+%)$/$.+0&2%
FULL GUTTER CLEAN OUT AND GUTTER SERVICE
LEAKS FIXED, BLOCKAGES REMOVED, DOWNPIPES UNBLOCKED
FASCIA, SOFFIT AND CONSERVATORY CLEANING.

CALL STEVE-THE GUTTER MAN
01245 420279 / 07910 513896
Maintaining the gutters of SWF for over 10 years

www.facebook/swfocus

https://focuspp.com
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M.J. KEYS ROOFING

50 years experience
All aspects of roofing undertaken including, tiling, slating, felt roofing,
asphalting, fascias, soffits and guttering.
All work fully guaranteed and can be back guaranteed.
For expert advice and and free estimate please call:
Paul 07877 824703
See our website: www.mjroofingservices.co.uk

07594 530846

chapmanlocksmiths@gmail.com

Millmark Electrical Ltd
- Replace/Upgrade Consumer Units to current Regulations
FREE QUOTES
Email:
- Fault Finding
info@millmarkelectricalsolutions.co.uk
- Security Lights
office
- Electrical Installation, Inspection & Testing with Certification
01245-328805
- Installation/Replacement Indoor Lighting & Sockets
mobile
- PAT Testing
07949 600966

ACTIVE
ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS
Based in South Woodham with 30 years experience

 Extra sockets + lights  New fuse boards  Showers
 Fault finding  Testing + inspecting  PAT Testing
 EV Charging Points

Services include:
 All locks repaired and replaced
 Non-destructive access
 Other locksmith associated
services
 Qualified trusted and vetted
locksmith

Computer Services

Upgrades, Virus Removal
Hardware/Software Installation
Advice and Basic Tuition.
Mark Piesse
Reasonable Rates.
01245 321514
For a Home Visit call:

07973 522412
m.piesse@tiscali.co.uk

!-#$'))*(,%

%( ,.+-"
-  . +' & & , * .

NO JOB TOO SMALL! Call Clint for FREE estimates
Office – 01245 320323 or Mobile 07786 030797
www.active-electrical-solutions.co.uk

Fencing Services
Specialists in all aspects of domestic fencing and gates
From small repairs to full fencing projects
Variety of materials and styles supplied and installed
Free written quotation, design service and portfolio of
previous work available
All workmanship fully insured and guaranteed
Tel: Call Guy on 07597601594

GATFORD FENCING
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Email: gatfordfencing@gmail.com
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V.J.M. PLUMBING AND BATHROOMS
The Bathroom you always wanted at a price you can afford!
COMPLETE INSTALLATION BY BATHROOM SPECIALISTS
Full Domestic Plumbing Service Available
All work at a High Standard, Competitive Prices.
Bathrooms, En-suites, Cloakrooms, Power Showers etc,
All types of bathroom furniture. Work Guaranteed and Fully Insured

Call Vince: 01245 324187 or 07768 695140
WWW.VJMPLUMBINGANDBATHROOMS.COM

in
lished
Estab r over
fo
SWF ars
25 ye

A.P. Chapman

Painting & Decorating

Interior • Exterior • Wallpaper etc
City & Guilds • Fully Insured • Free Estimates
B:F ;CG=!F(:F9*F917B,5'0<+=8:
&F;;G491<CG01245 324117 Mob: 07956 216982

We REPAIR all makes of PVCU & Aluminium Windows
 Misted / broken sealed units?  Windows draughty?
 Broken hinges?  Door not working properly?
 Replacement patio door wheels
nt
discou
count
10%% dis
10
 Replacement PVC door panels wit
itst
unver
s ad
thiled
offhsea
)!+"*') (&+*$+%#+

Call NOW for a FREE Quotation. No call out charge
Tel: 01702 544 233 www.discountwindowclinic.co.uk

ADM GARDENING
l

l

l

l

l

l

Free quotations
Turfing
l Pressure cleaning

Pruning
Decking
l Cement works

Fencing
Landscaping
l Patios

Office: 01245 476993 Mobile: 07990 650295

Plumbing & Heating Engineer
Local 24 Hr Plumbing Service & Repair
l
l
l

Burst Pipes & Leaks
Bathroom Installations
10+ Years Experience

l
l
l

Toilet & Tap Repairs
Fully Insured
No Job Too Small

Call for a
FREE
Quotation

Call Brad: 07918 105804

www.facebook/swfocus

https://focuspp.com
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WHY AREN’T THE PLANNERS GIVING US THE INFORMATION WE NEED?
IS THERE SOMETHING TO HIDE?
In the masterplan the B1012 (Burnham Road) will be retained, traffic slowed by a new roundabout plus half a dozen
the pedestrian crossings shown on the map (below) added to get people safely from the new housing to the facilities
in the town. On 23/24 January minor road works at the Shaws Farm roundabout did just this; slowed the traffic and
gridlocked SWF during the morning rush. Some residents took 45 minutes to get out of our town.

Essex Highways, County Council (ECC) and the City Planners have said there will be no change to the design unless
new traffic information becomes available. A traffic survey at the Sainsbury’s roundabout was conducted by a third
party in February this year but ECC have declared they 'do not hold the information'. Why are they are not pressing
for this important information to be released? It is in the public interest to get ‘the road and infrastructure design
right’. Freedom of Information requests indicate ECC are fully aware that the traffic information exists but are
happy that it will only be made available when the developers submit their detailed planning applications – by which
time the housing areas will have been allocated covering the best route for a northern by pass. This conveniently
removes any opportunity for it to be built. It is clear, therefore, that the new traffic information must be made
available NOW before the master plan is approved.
The master plan was developed using traffic data in evidence book (EB025, P20) presented to the planning enquiry
declaring the during the morning rush on the Burnham Road, traffic was at 85-95% of its free flow capacity; however
queues in Brent Avenue show that this ‘snapshot’ was taken at 08:45 during the school run. Clearly this document
did not represent the traffic queues that occur during the real SWF a.m. peak time, between 06:30 and 08:30.
If a master plan is knowingly made on incorrect information and new important information only released to the
public after it has been approved residents and interested parties will have been denied the facts to make
meaningful objections. It would appear that either ECC or CCC are not acting in accord with the Local Govt
Transparency Code 2015 which is designed to ‘make it easier for local people to contribute to the local decision
making process and help shape public services. Transparency is the foundation of local accountability….’'
ECC must insist these traffic survey results are published before the Masterplan is approved, giving local people,
authorities and residents the ability to make a legitimate contribution otherwise this makes a mockery of local
accountability. What have they got to hide from the people of SWF and all those commuters from the Dengie who
will be caught up in the chaos if a decision is made on the basis of flawed data?
It is difficult to avoid drawing the conclusion that those behind this policy are assuming that they can keep the public
uninformed and, in so doing, ratify a plan that will contravene their own core planning policy …. Developments will
not reduce the quality of life for current and future residents and commuters.
Woodham Infrastructure Group
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DIRECTORY
Email: wendy@focuspp.com

Tel: 01245 32 31 30

Important Telephone Numbers
Police Station non emergencies 101 or
Fire Station
Neighbourhood Watch

Taxis and Minibuses

0300 333 4444
0300 303 0088

(contact via the Police Stn above)

Town Council Champions Manor Hall Community Centre
321817
Leisure Centre (SWF Swimming Pool)
605600
Village Hall
325568
Library
0345 603 7628
Volunteer Centre Chelmsford
250731
Community Transport
477750
‘Dial A Ride’ 9.30am - 4.45pm

SWF Community Care
Post Office

321180
324066

Food Allergy Testing
Food Allergy Testing Ltd
Jan Taylor Dip AIT, Holistic Centre

426032
325312

Healthcare
Health Clinic
NHS Direct
Dr Susan Matthew, Kingsway Surgery
Anson Close Surgery
Brickfields Surgery
Greenwood Surgery
Life Chiropractic Clinics

0300 3032619
111
321391
328040
328855
426898
01268 774008

Chemists
Govani Chemist
(Sunday & Bank Holidays 10am - 12pm)
Village Pharmacy

321910
320344

Dentists
Oakland Dental Care (Dr. H. Chaudry)
Brickfields Dental Surgery
Heralds Way Dental Clinic

328451
328060
322277

Happicabs SWF (24hr Taxis)
CM3 Cars
SWT Taxi’s & Private Hire
Airport Transfers

01245 321 321
01245 328818
01245 322262
01245 328030 / 01621 828356

Senior Meals on Wheels
Senior Meals on Wheels Service The Eatery

322263

Natural Healing Centres
Spinal & Natural Healthcare Centre

333900

Schools
Collingwood Primary
Elmwood Primary
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary
St Mary’s Primary (Aided) Woodham Ferrers Village
Trinity St Mary’s (Aided)
Woodville Primary
William de Ferrers

322258
321301
321828
320505
321711
321755
326326

Vets
Blaircourt Pet Clinic

324437

Churches
Evangelical Church
Church of England
Christ the King Church, RCCG.
Methodist Church
New Life Church
Roman Catholic Church
Salvation Army
Woodham Ferrers Congregational Church
St Mary’s Church Woodham Ferrers.

07375936840
322134
07538097421
01621 853423
01245 321188
324138
01268 768803
01702 551950

contact Church Warden, Sharon Hutton Mayson

07773 644326

Opticians
Duffield & Duffield Opticians
OBSERVATORY The Opticians

01245 329475
01245 322114

Counsellors
Bill Bliss Hypno/Psychotherapist
Joanne Calcott Counselling

01702 584400
200323

Physiotherapist
Essex Physiotherapist Clinic
Ben Farrell

325037
615051

Sports Massage Therapist
Kathryn Taylor

07989 430541

Homeopath
Jan Taylor Homeopath

Mid Essex Buddhist Centre

07936 534546

South Woodham Councillors
426414
07795 175550

Osteopaths
Graham Hiscott Osteopath & Cranial Osteopath
Stuart Garlick Osteopaths

Religious Centres

Chetwood Ward
Bob Massey, Ashley John, Alan Shearring,
Russ Crosbie,
Collingwood Ward
Peter Ferry, Malcolm Sismey, Anne Humphrey, John Miller
Elmwood Ward
Murrough O’Brien, Jackie Birch, Lisa Kelly, Martyn Lobar
Woodville Ward
Keith Bentley, Donna Eley, Ian Roberts, Peter Wyatt,
John Burman
South Woodham Ferrers City Councillors
Elmwood & Woodville Ward
Ian Roberts, Keith Bentley, Tricia Hughes
Chetwood & Collingwood Ward
Ashley John, Bob Massey, Malcolm Sismey

325312

www.facebook/swfocus

https://focuspp.com

15

THINKING OF SELLING?
As an independent agent we offer you experienced staff, a wealth of local
knowledge and commitment to providing the highest level of service.

If you are thinking of selling or letting a property please call us now to arrange an
appointment on:

01245 327788

We are offering free valuations and are adhering to government guide lines with regards to social
distancing and use of PPE.
Andy Barrell Unit2, Bloomsbury Court, Brickfields Road, South Woodham Ferrers. Essex. CM3 5XB

